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Websites of Interest 
 

 lwvmissouri.org (state)  
 lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    Missouri Foundation for 
Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 

Information on local programs and 
projects should be sent to... 
 lindaskaiser@gmail.com  

 
Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
    
   February 10 (March-April) 
   April 10 (for May-June) 

Upcoming Events 
 

• January 23, Wed., Capitol 
Action Day, Jefferson 
City 

• April 17, Wed.,  

       Legislative Day, 
      Jefferson City 

• May 4-5, Sat.-Sun., 

       Biennial convention, 
       Columbia 

State Board Meetings 
 

• January 12, Sat.,  

       Columbia  

• March 9, Sat., Columbia 

• May 3, Fri.,  Columbia 

LWVMO Legislative Action Plan 2012-2013  

This action plan was presented at the LWVMO Board Meeting on Nov.9th and since then has 
been updated for the Missouri Voter. 

1. Interview State Legislators, incoming and incumbent, during November and 
early December.  Each local League is encouraged to participate and select the 
legislators to interview.  (Tip: You might want to focus just on the new incoming 
legislators depending on time and confirmation of interviews.)  Any League 
members wishing to interview incumbents at a later date are encouraged to 
meet with respective State Senators and State Representatives.  A sample 
questionnaire and instructions were sent to Board members and local League 
presidents.  A summary of the interview should be sent to me. 

2. A Legislative Priorities Meeting was held on December 4th at the St. Louis-
LWVMO League Office with interested LWVMO Board members, local presi-
dents and legislative chairs, and others.   (See next page.) 

3. Mark your calendar for Wednesday, January 23, 2013 for Capitol Action Day, 
Jefferson City.  Members attending will distribute Legislative Priority palm 
cards.  Those interested in meeting with their State Representative or State 
Senator are encouraged to schedule an appointment or to contact their office 
ahead of time.  This is a day to meet with Legislators, share our priorities, and 
our willingness to develop a line of communication.  Inclement weather 

       make-up day is January 30, 2013.  
4 The Legislative Bulletin will resume in January sent electronically on Fridays,  
        dates to be determined.  Every attempt will be made to send the first bulletin 
        prior to Inauguration Day, January 14, 2013, focusing on Legislative bills that  
        pertain to our priorities. 
5. Please watch the Legislative Bulletin and the March Missouri Voter for more 
6.  information about our Legislative Day at the Capitol on Wednesday, April 17, 

2013 partnering with American Association of University Women and perhaps 
other women’s groups. This is a great opportunity for the LWVMO to show their 
support for women’s issues and Pay Equity. Mark your calendar to attend! 

 
Marty Ott, Legislative Chair 

Dr. Terry Smith, Columbia College, speaking at the 
recent LWVMO Conference in Sedalia.  Dr. Smith 
spoke on various aspects of the November election, 
including the impact of campaign spending. 
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Local League News 

Mexico Audrain:  The Mexico Audrain League voted to support the Audrain Medical Center emerging program on Teen 
Health at our November 13 meeting. This is only in the planning stage but has several other groups interested in collaborating 
in this area.  Teen pregnancies are one of our urgent concerns. 

Laura Worstell, Co-President 
St. Louis: 
League members and interested volunteers manned the Voter Hotline phones at KMOV on Nov 6th.  The volunteers were kept 
busy, with over 100 calls an hour coming in during parts of the day.  During the noon news, 2nd Vice President Nancy Miller 
was interviewed about the types of calls being received and what voters needed to know.  Calls reporting alleged violations of 
voting laws were turned over to the station’s investigative reporters. 
 
Southeast:   LWVSEMO and KRCU co-sponsored a Town Hall Meeting on Tuesday, December 4.  Public officials who agreed 
to attend were Presiding Cape County Commissioner Clint Tracy, Jackson Mayor Barbara Lohr, Cape City Councilman John 
Voss and Missouri State Senator Wayne Wallingford.  Officials highlighted events of the last year and answered questions from 
the audience.   The meeting was held at the Cape Girardeau Public Library with a complimentary lunch at 11:30 a.m., followed 
by the meeting at noon.   

First Call to Convention 2013 
Mark your calendars -- May 4 and 5, 2013 - and plan to come to Columbia for the 61st State Convention. 

   As much as we would like to offer travel by train or plane, really the best way to reach us is by auto!  
We will have our meetings and meals at the Quality Inn in mid-Columbia right off of I-70, where you will find 
comfortable rooms (enough space to be shared) at the rate of $79 (plus tax) for one or two and includes a 
full breakfast for everyone in the room.  Enjoy the sights and shopping in Columbia with possibilities for a 
planned tour on Friday or Sunday afternoon. 

 Convention is when we all participate in the planning of the League of Women Voters of Missouri for the next two 
years.  Now is the time to start thinking about the positions on which you want the League to take action in the next two years.  

In addition to the business of convention, there will be interesting speakers, our bi-annual League awards, delicious 
meals, and plenty of time to get to know Leaguers from across the state.  You do not have to be a delegate to attend 

convention. 
Forms for delegate registration (fee to be announced later) and bylaw proposals will be sent to local League 
presidents. If you want to be a delegate to state convention, tell your local League president. Non delegates, called 

observers, are also warmly welcomed and have the privilege of the floor. 
 Marilyn McLeod, Chair, Convention Planning Committee 

lwvcbc@gmail.com 573-445-3500 

LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2012-13 
Electoral process that is accurate, accountable, accessible, fair, efficient and uniform 

• Support existing Voter ID system 

• Support Campaign Spending Caps 
Equal access to comprehensive quality health care 

• Expand Medicaid 

• Preserve Rural Hospitals 
Equitable tax policy promoting financial stability and adequate funding for state services 

• Support internet sales tax and individual income tax 

• Oppose reduction in corporate taxes and tax limits on expenditures 
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Issues for Health Care Reform 
in the 2013 Missouri General Assembly 

   The Patient Protection & Affordable Care Act (PPACA) has been upheld by the Supreme Court of the 
United States as passed in 2009.  With the re-election of President Obama, implementation will continue to be 
established as written. 
   We have seen resistance from our elected Missouri officials in the General Assembly and it is now 
time for them to address implementation through some cooperation and foresight.  Several portions of the 
PPACA will go into effect in January 2014.  It is prudent to be prepared for these phases with strict timelines 
to observe: 

• Health Care Insurance Exchanges 

• Medicaid Expansion 
   Upgrading the state’s antiquated information technology systems (currently a COBALT operating system) would be a 
first step to implementing each of these aspects of the law.  Online functions are essential for access and enrollment.  There 
are twenty-six million dollars available in federal grants now to begin this process and additional grants to be offered as the 
process moves forward. 
   The legislature sought control of all functions related to implementation, yet has been unwilling to accept 
responsibility for putting the mechanisms in place that would enable the process.  Instead, there has only been refusal to 
accept the law.  Passage of Prop E in the November 2012 election brings this more fully into the legislature’s domain.  It is 
time to expect that action be taken in this next legislative session beginning January 2013. 
 Health Care Insurance Exchanges are to be available by October 2013 for individual and small business access to 
purchase health care insurance.  Coverage is to begin by January 2014.  The marketplace will be designed by the federal 
government at this point due to legislative failure to design a state version.  It will still be incumbent on Missouri to help with 
the implementation. 
   Medicaid Expansion will allow state health care coverage through “Missouri Health Net” for a greater number of low 
income persons.  Federal law allows those earning up to 138% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) new subsidized coverage. 
   A timeline comes into effect once again.  There would be a set three year period where federal money would cover 
100% of those included in the expansion.  That time frame begins on January 2014 and would be offered through 2016. 
January 2017, federal reimbursement drops to 90%.  It is important for our Missouri legislators to cooperate in order to receive 
the greatest percentage of reimbursement for the proposed time allotted. 
   Timeliness begs action from our Missouri Legislature in this coming session.  Each of these coverage proposals 
helps make insurance coverage more affordable, as the PPACA law was intended.  Failure to take action is a failure to 
provide for the “welfare of the people” as stated in our Missouri motto. 

Dianne Modrell, Health Care Committee 
League of Women Voters – Saint Louis 

 The deadline for the Agricultural  Update committee applications was December 3 and the committee 
selection process was begun. LWVUS hopes to announce the committee members that are appointed by the Board 
in early January. 
 As approved by the LWVUS Board, the Agriculture Update will focus narrowly on 1) current technology 
issues in agriculture including genetically modified organisms (GMOs), herbicides, pesticides, sustainable farming, 
agriculture water pollution, aquifer depletion, antibiotics in livestock, and accurate food labeling; and 2) current  
agriculture finance issues including consolidation in agriculture industries, crop subsidies and the federal 
agricultural regulatory process. 
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League Solvency 

   Our State President Lois Detrick asked me to speak on LEAGUE SOLVENCY at our Fall Conference in 
November, and my first thought was LEAGUE and SOLVENCY just don’t mix very well!!  I first checked the definition of 
solvency which is the ability to meet long term fixed expenses and to accomplish long term expansion and growth.  Today 
across the United States there are over 20,000,000 individuals who volunteer as board members to govern non-profit 

organizations, and there are over 450,000 non-profit organizations.  Approximately a third of these 
non-profits operate in “financial distress”.  They are able to stay in existence but sometimes on a 
month to month basis.  League of Women Voters of Missouri is not in this financial distress area 
yet! 
   Basically League of Women Voters of Missouri consists of two entities, LWVMO and 
LWVMO Ed Fund.  The monies for LWVMO are from PMPs, member contributions, memorials, 
and sale of products.  The Ed Fund (education fund) receives monies from member contributions, 

memorials and grants which are from LWVUS.  With the last couple of grants we were blessed as the individuals who led 
the grant projects were able to get the job accomplished in a frugal manner and left funds that can now be used for other 
educational projects. 
   The LWVMO state office is shared with LWV St. Louis, with St. Louis paying 65% and LWVMO paying 35% of all 
office expenses.  The approximate expense for LWVMO is $2350 monthly which is a little over $28,000 yearly.  This year 
the Leagues PMP totals $9000 leaving some $19,000 to make up.  Sale of products, especially our calendar sales, is one 
on our largest money makers.  In addition many individuals send memorials to League at the passing of one of our 
members.  But how do we make up the rest? 
   One of the first suggestions is to raise our PMP.  But when there are only about 650 state wide members raising 
PMPs a dollar or two just won’t bring in enough, and raising our PMP I feel is out of the question as many of our members 
struggle to pay what they do now.  Second suggestion is to increase membership which every local League is trying to do, 
but membership is a struggle for all organizations.  Most volunteer organizations, like League, are losing membership, not 
just in Missouri but nationwide. 
   As mentioned earlier being able to obtain grant monies, mostly from LWVUS, and having competent and frugal 
leaders of the grant projects, does give us a little cushion.  Outside sources such as planned giving, estates and trusts from 
our League sisters is a wonderful thing and something we can all at least think about as we prepare for the future. 
Corporate and Foundation donors are something being looked into but it sometimes takes years of nurturing with these 
entities, actually creating a relationship with these entities to bring such donation to fruition. 
   We were very successful last year with our Bring Back the Day campaign.  And this year we instituted a Sustaining 
Campaign which has been semi successful, but we are always grateful for any contributions and pledges made.   
   Long story made short is this.  The League of Women Voters is basically a non-profit organization.  Right now we 
are not in the “financial distress” situation but monies are always needed to “keep the doors open”.  Cuts have been made 
to make our combined office succeed, but if we want to keep League fresh and upfront we can only cut so far.  At this 
Christmas season I’m reminded of the movie It’s A Wonderful Life, remember the one starring Jimmy Stewart?  His 
character, George Bailey, was at a point in his life wondering if his life was worth living, did his life make a difference.  His 
guardian angel Clarence was able to show George what life would have been like if he had never existed.  Now set League 
of Women in George’s shoes.  What would our state and country be like if League did not exist or might not exist in the 
future?  Kind of scary isn’t it? 
   Please consider helping our League financially this upcoming year.  Please accept our grateful thanks for all the 
work you do to make our League as vital as we are.  I wish everyone a great Christmas season and a wonderful and happy 
New Year.   
 

Janie Riley 
State Treasurer 



 During the LWVUS convention this past June, the delegates voted to adopt by concurrence a 
sentencing reform position developed by the LWV of the District of Columbia.  The new position 
states:  The LWVUS believes alternatives to imprisonment should be explored and utilized, 
taking into consideration the circumstances and nature of the crime. The LWVUS opposes 
mandatory minimum sentences for drug offenses.  The following information was provided to 
delegates from LWVDC in support.  Additional information was provided by Carol Schreiber, Co-President, 
LWV of Columbia-Boone County. 
 
Why is mandatory drug sentencing reform needed? 
 

• The US has 25% of the world’s prison population (2.3 million in prison) with only 5% of the world’s population.  One of 
every 31 Americans are in prison or jail or on probation or parole.  Half of America’s federal inmates today are in prison 
on drug convictions.  

• Spending on state prisons has outpaced investments in education and transportation.  State spending on prisons has 
risen 6 times the rate of spending on higher education in the past 20 years. 

• Thirty years of research and real-world experience have shown incarceration is valuable for removing the most 

• dangerous, violent individuals from our streets, but counterproductive for rehabilitation for less serious offenders.   

• Community corrections, treatment and rehabilitation and other alternatives to prison have proven to be far more effective 
at reducing recidivism rates and at less cost to taxpayers.  Columbia has a very successful drug court. 

• Alternatives to prison save taxpayers money.  They keep offenders with their families and jobs, instead of prison or jail 
with inmates convicted of violent crimes.  As an example, in California a college student costs the state $8,667 per year 
and a prisoner costs the state $45,006 per year. 

• In 2010, two of every three offenders convicted of an offense carrying a mandatory minimum penalty were drug 

• offenders, with almost half of them receiving a 10-year penalty. 

• Mandatory minimum sentences disproportionately impact minorities. The new law that took effect in Missouri on August 
28, 2012, changed the sentencing for crack cocaine versus powder cocaine to 18 to 1 (from 75 to 1!). This means that 
producing, distributing or possessing more than 8 grams of crack will face the same punishment as those with at least 
150 grams of powder cocaine.  Federal law was changed to 18 to 1 in 2010 from 100 to 1.  There are now more black 
men in the criminal justice system than there were under slavery in 1850. 

 
Notes from Fareed Zakaria’s Time Magazine piece called Incarceration Nation:  
   Overall, there are now more people under “correctional supervision” in America (more than 6 million) than were in 
the Gulag Archipelago under Stalin at its height. (New Yorker’s Adam Gopnik) 
   Just the Facts: 760 prisoners per 100,000 citizens (7-10 times that of most other developed countries); Japan has 
63 per 100,000; Germany 90, France 96; South Korea 97, Britain 153.  Developing countries: Mexico 208 per 100,000; and 
Brazil 242 per 100,000.  In 1980 the US prison population was 150 per 100,000.  What caused the difference: the war on 
drugs.  Drug convictions went from 15 inmates per 100,000 in 1980 to 148 in 1996.  Half of America’s federal inmates today 
are in prison on drug convictions.  In 2009, 1.66 million Americans were arrested on drug charges with 4 of 5 arrested for 
simple possession. 
 
What can LWVUS now lobby for: 

• National Criminal Justice Act – a bi-partisan proposal to establish the National Criminal Justice Commission to          
undertake a comprehensive review of all areas of federal, state and local criminal justice systems. 

• Second Chance Reauthorization Act – includes provisions to fund drug treatment programs as an alternative to        
incarceration. 

• Proposals by state sentencing commissions and legislatures to change sentencing policies using evidence-based     
reforms. 
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Sentencing Reform Concurrence 
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Election 2012: 
Advocacy on Constitutional Amendment 3  

 The state League played a major role in the campaign to prevent the passage of Amendment 3.  This amendment 
would have weakened the way Missouri selects Supreme Court and Appellate Court judges by making the selection 
process political rather than by merit. 
   The state League sent an op-ed piece to all the state print and broadcast media. We do not know how many times it 
appeared, but it did appear in the St. Louis American.  
   The state League provided the local Leagues with the materials they needed to conduct their own advocacy 
campaigns. 
   Local Leagues engaged the public, through meetings, forums, letters to the editor  and talks on the consequences 
of their vote on amendment 3.  The Missouri Bar Association took the lead through the coalition Missourians for Fair and 
Impartial Courts of which the League is a member.  It provided and the League distributed, campaign pins, bumper stickers, 
yard signs and printed advocacy material.   
   A large number of League members worked on the NO ON AMENDMENT 3.  Local League members should feel 
good about their role in defeating this amendment. 

Sydell Shayer 
LWVMO Board 

Tributes and Memorials in 2012 

A number of individuals donated to various Leagues in the name of members who died, both this year and in previ-
ous years.  Listed below are the Leagues to which the donation was made, the person in whose name the donation was 
made and the names of those who made the donation.  Thanks greatly to all of you for assisting in continuing the work of the 
League of Women Voters. 
 
LWV of Missouri: 
 In memory of Jo Sapp  -  Lois Bliss, Elaine Blodgett, Rachel Brekhus, Betty Ann Gilbert and Linda McDaniel. 
 In memory of Carolyn Leuthold  -  Linda McDaniel 
 
LWV of Missouri Education Fund: 
 In memory of Esther Myers  -  Dee Joyner, Edward and Seliesa Pembleton, John and Sarah Rogers, Robert and 
    Patricia Rogers and Michael and Margaret Rogers. 
 
LWV of Missouri Education Fund for Sedalia-Pettis County: 
 In memory of Jerry Harlan  -  LWV of Sedalia-Pettis County 
 
LWV of Missouri Education Fund for Kansas City, Jackson, Clay and Pettis Counties: 
 In memory of Dee Pallas  -  Donna Hoch 
 In memory of Jo Sapp  -  Donna Hoch 
 
LWV of Missouri Education Fund for Columbia-Boone County: 
 In memory of Eleanor Goodge  -  John Goodge and Win Colwill 
 In memory of Carolyn Leuthold  -  Frances Beach, Elaine Blodgett, Win Colwill, Nancy Copenhaver, Alyda Gilkey, 
     Beverly Kabrick, Raymond Leuthold, Marilyn McLeod, Joni O’Connor, Marjorie Pinkerton, Liz Schmidt, Carol 
     Schreiber, and Llona Charille Weiss. 
 In memory of Sandra Rosenholtz  -  Barbara Geen 
 In memory of Jo Sapp  -  Frances Beach, Nancy Copenhaver, Marilyn McLeod, Margaret Miller, Joni O’Connor, Liz  
                   Schmidt and Carol Schreiber 
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Officers 
President:  Lois Detrick 
1st Vice President:  Debby Waite 
 Howard 
2nd Vice President:  Joan Mills 
Secretary: Cindy Stephens 
Treasurer: Janie Riley 
 

Directors 
Elaine Blodgett: Membership, Org. & 
 Development. of Leagues 
Marcia Cocozza: Agricultural Study 
Nancy Copenhaver: Public Advocacy 
 for Voter Protection (PAVP) 
Barb Davis: Voter Service, Oral History 
 Project, Health 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
Rachel Farr Fitch:  Awards 
Linda Kaiser: Missouri Voter  
Linda C. McDaniel: Elections 
Marty Ott: Legislative Action 
Peg Prendergast: Empowering Young 
 Voters 
Sydell Shayer: Death Penalty 
Open:  Education, Environment 
 

Nominating Committee 
Cheryl Barnes, Chair 
Betty Ann Gilbert 
Jerry Osborne 
 
LWVUS Board Liaison:  Janis 
 McMillen 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
 Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
 Want to check the accuracy of 
 allegations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

The Death Penalty—an Update 

 Since 1846 the death penalty has been abolished in seventeen states plus 
the District of Columbia.  Connecticut is the most recent, although its abolishment is 
not retroactive.  Even though there is a long way to go to eliminate capital 
punishment in the United States, we are closer than ever before.  
   As you know from previous articles, the reasons for 
opposing the death penalty are numerous.  What is particularly 
interesting is that there are new categories of individuals who 
have joined the abolition camp.  Let’s take California as an 
example.  Recently, California narrowly defeated a ballot issue 
to abolish the death penalty.  Some of the strongest proponents 
for repeal of the death penalty were people involved with law enforcement. 
Following are some thoughts by key players.* 
   The San Francisco District Attorney and former police chief believes 1) The 
criminal justice system makes mistakes and the possibility of executing innocent 
people is both inherently wrong and moral reprehensible;  2) My personal experi-
ence and crime data show the death penalty does not reduce crime;  3) The death 
penalty wastes precious resources that could be used to fight crime and solve 
thousands of unsolved homicides. 
   A former California Supreme Court Justice said there is no chance 
California’s death penalty can ever be fixed. 
Sponsor of the initiative to expand California’s death penalty law in 1978 stated that 
had he known then what we do today, he would have pushed for strong life 
sentences without the possibility of parole.  He thinks that terms should be served in 
the general prison population, so that the prisoners are required to work and pay 
restitution into the victims compensation fund. 
   Former warden of San Quentin Prison believes that the death penalty 
serves no one.  He thinks that only guarantee against executing the innocent is to 
do away with the death penalty. 
   A former Alameda County Deputy District Attorney now understands that 
the death penalty is an ineffective, cruel and simplistic response to the complex 
problem of violent crime.  Our limited resources could be better spent on programs 
that focus on stopping violence before it starts. 
   Law enforcers around the country are replicating the above thoughts. 
   The League of Women Voter supports the abolition of the death penalty. 
We will follow selected introduced death penalty legislation in the state legislature.  
 

Sydell Shayer 
LWVMO Board 

 
* Death Penalty Information Center (www.deathpenaltyinfo.org) 
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Media Consolidation:  Did you know that in 1983, 50 corporations controlled a majority of American media?  Today, that 
number is six.  Currently, the Federal Communication Commission has a rule that prevents companies from owning a newspaper 
and radio and TV stations in the same city.  Right now, however, the FCC is quietly circulating a proposal to eliminate that rule for 
the 20 largest markets, without public hearings.  The issue seems to be economic efficiency versus diversity of views.  To read 
more about this issue, go to www.billmoyers.com, http://www.freepress.net/media-consolidation or http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Concentration_of_media_ownership 

________________________________________ 


