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Websites of Interest 
 

 lwvmissouri.org (state)  
 lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    Missouri Foundation for 
    Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
   Missouri Legislature 

Information on local programs and 
projects should be sent to... 
 lindaskaiser@gmail.com  

 
Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
         June 10 (for July-August) 
         August 10 (for Sept-Oct) 
         October 20 (for Nov.-Dec.) 

Upcoming Events 
 

• May 3, Fri., State Board 

Mtg., Jefferson City 
 

• May 4-5, Sat.-Sun., 

         Biennial convention,  
        Jefferson City 

Equal Pay Day Rally 

 What started out as a low visibility day turned into a beautiful spring day as members 
of the League of Women Voters of Missouri, wearing “Make My Day Support Equal Pay” stick-
ers, rallied at the State Capitol for Equal Pay with members of American Association of Uni-
versity Women and the National Organization for Women. About 25-30 League members from 
Southwest MO, Kansas City/Jackson, Clay & Platte Counties, Columbia/Boone County and 
St. Louis attended. My thanks to League members who gave their day to travel to the capitol, 
to meet with legislators and who helped make the rally a great success. 
   The state presidents of the three organizations were introduced and each spoke 
about their organization’s efforts to advocate for equal pay. Our State President Lois Detrick 
told about our long history of fighting for the rights of women. Other speakers included Repre-
sentative Stacey Newman, sponsor of HB 520, who talked about her bill requiring the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industrial Relations to establish the Equal Pay Commission to study equal 
pay for women in Missouri and Representative Judy Morgan who told about her efforts and 
support for the Equal Rights Amendments.  Shirley Breeze with Missouri Network followed 
with some statistics about the dollars lost to women during their life because of pay inequity. A 
proclamation received from Governor Nixon, 2012 was read and one from the mayor of Kan-
sas City, 2013 was read, also.  
   We appreciate the dedicated members of AAUW who planned the event and with the 
help of some League members delivered Pay Day candy bars and pay equity literature to all 
of the state representatives, senators, and legislative assistants.  
   We were encouraged to continue our advocacy. Equal pay is not a myth. It is reality! 

Marty Ott, Legislative Chair 
  

Editor’s Note:  This issue will include a number of “Director Reports” which will 
appear in the 2013 LWVMO Convention  workbooks.  This information is included 
here, and in later issues, so that the entire membership is informed about the work 
done by LWVMO in the past two years. 
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Health Care  Report 
 2012:  In the spring of 2012, I became the Health Chair for the LWVMO.  Health is an area in which I have had a 
long and deep interest because of being a retired physical education teacher and the daughter of a doctor, and a great-niece, 
niece, and cousin of doctors!   
   The LWVMO had these Legislative Priorities related to health care in 2012:  (1) Preventive disease control and 
health care for all children, and (2) Access to quality health care for all residents—affordable health care, including mental 
health care. 

   My main activity in 2012 was to learn about the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), 
though I also followed Missouri health-related legislation in twenty-eight categories to become familiar with it. 
   On September 11, 2012, LWVMO President Lois Detrick, Director and Legislative Chair Marty Ott and I 
sent the following Statement of Position to the Missouri Senate:  
   “The League of Women Voters of Missouri urges you to vote to sustain the Governor’s veto of SB 
749.  Since 1992, the League of Women Voters has worked to ensure access to quality health care, including 

preventive health care services, for all. This includes reproductive health care services.  We further believe in the rights of 
individuals to make their own reproductive decisions.  To override Governor Nixon’s veto of SB 749 would allow employers 
and health plans the right to deny a person’s freedom to make their own reproductive choices and would clearly be discrimi-
natory, especially against women. Contraceptive coverage is a basic part of health care and people should have access to it, 
if they so choose, no matter where they work.  We, therefore, respectfully urge you to vote to sustain the veto of SB749 if it 
comes before the 2012 Veto Session.” 
   A majority of the members of both the Senate and House voted to override the Governor’s veto. 
 
   2013:  In 2013, the LWVMO priority related to health care is “Equal access to quality, comprehensive health care—
(1) Expand Medicaid.  (2)  Preserve Rural Hospitals. 
   As of April 14, I have presented the following testimony by the method indicated in hearings held by these commit-
tees: 

• January 22 in person to Senate Social Services Appropriations Committee in favor of  funding for Medi-
caid  Expansion and implementation of Health Care Insurance Exchanges; 

• February 5 by email to House Appropriations Committee for Health, Mental Health, and Social Services 
in favor of funding for Medicaid Expansion and Health Care Insurance Exchanges; 

• February 25 in person to House Oversight and Accountability Committee in favor of HB627 (Hummel) 
Changes the eligibility requirements for medical assistance under the MO HealthNet program; 

• March 25 by email to House Oversight and Accountability Committee against HB700 (Barnes) Changes 
the requirements for delivery of health care benefits under the MO HealthNet program. 

   Each Friday at 2 p.m. during the Legislative session I’ve met with a group of Missouri health advocates and experts 
via conference to find out what has happened that week and what will be coming up.  This weekly session has been extreme-
ly valuable as far as knowing what is going on in taxes, funding, and health care in the Legislature, strategizing, and making 
connections with people with the same goals and concerns.  In addition, every 4-5 weeks, I participate in a conference call 
with League members from several states about health issues in our states. 
   As I write this, there are five weeks remaining in the Legislative Session before the May 17 adjournment.  At our 
LWVMO Convention you’ll hear Brian Colby, Policy Director for the Missouri Health Advocacy Alliance, bring us up to date on 
what’s happening with Medicaid Expansion…and make it make sense to us!  And you’re invited to attend the Health Caucus 
at 9 p.m. Saturday.  In the meantime, if I can answer any questions for you, please contact me at 573-473-6775 or at bda-
vis@socket.net. 
 

Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
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Legislative Report 

 This report is written approximately five weeks before the end of the 97th General Assembly on May 17, 2013. An 
update will be given at State Convention, May 4-5, and a final Legislative Bulletin on May 24, 2013. 
 On December 4th a Legislative Priorities Meeting was held at the Joint League Office in St. Louis at 10:00 am. Inter-
ested LWVMO Board members, local presidents and legislative chairs, and members attended. After a lively discussion, three 
priorities were chosen with several drafts and rewrites focusing on electoral process, quality health care, and tax policy that 
adequately funds state services. Priority cards were printed and distributes to all representatives and senators on January 
23rd. Thanks to committed League members who helped with the distribution. Although, we did not make personal contact 
with each and every legislator, we received kind remarks from their Legislative Assistants and acknowledgement by the few 
legislators we were able to visit. 
   A number of local League members conducted interviews with their legislators to establish a line of communication, 
find out their priorities, and share some of the League’s positions. Some locals chose to concentrate on newly elected legisla-
tors, but several incumbents were also interviewed. 
   Legislative Bulletin resumed beginning January, 2013, to be distributed twice monthly until the end of the session. 
Nancy Copenhaver (PAVP), Barb Davis (Health care), and Sydell Shayer (Tax Policy) were regular contributors and their arti-
cles were greatly appreciated. Marty Ott tracked education bills of interest to the League. Nancy Copenhaver testified in oppo-
sition to the photo Id bill, Barb Davis in support of Medicaid Expansion, and Elaine Blodgett in opposition to the Tabor Tax bill.  
Statements in support or opposition were sent to committee chairs and members prior to a hearing. Several Action Alerts 
were sent through Salsa regarding photo ID and opposition to certain tax bills. 
   The LWVMO partnered with AAUW and NOW for a Legislative-Equal Pay Day on April 17th. About 25-30 League 
members from Southwest MO, Kansas City/Jackson, Clay & Platte Counties, Columbia/Boone County and St. Louis attended. 
My thanks to League members who gave their day to travel to the capitol, who met with legislators and thus helped make it a 
great success. 
    Stay tuned: It’s not over until May 17th; followed by a possible Veto Session! 
 
Electoral Process – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Public Advocacy for Voter  Protection (PAVP) Chair 
   The Missouri Legislature started hearing Photo ID bills very early in the session, with bills filed by Rep. 
Dugger and Rep. Cox.  In addition to the “enabling” legislation, joint resolutions were also filed requiring a vote of 
the people to amend the constitution.  This is necessary because the Missouri Supreme Court ruled after earlier 
attempts to mandate Photo ID for voting that this violated the Missouri Constitution.  Of course the Governor can 
veto the enabling legislation but does not have the option of stopping the constitutional change vote.  And, with 
veto proof majorities in both houses, this may be a moot point unless several Republicans can be convinced to 
uphold a veto.  It is a Republican caucus position which may be difficult to overcome, but one never knows what 
deals might be cut in the last days of the session. 
   Both House bills have passed the House and Dugger’s bill has had a hearing in the Senate.  Keeping 
both bills alive is often an option used in case one or the other gets bogged down with an unfavorable amend-
ment.  Companion bills in the Senate were filed by Sen. Kraus.  LWVMO has testified against these bills requir-
ing a person to provide valid government-issued photo identification in order to vote in an election as well as the constitutional 
change. Nancy Copenhaver, on behalf of the League, stressed the cost and difficulty in obtaining the underlying documents 
needed and the failure of provisional ballots to be counted in testifying in committee hearings in both the House and Senate. 
Estimates are that thousands of current voters would be disenfranchised by passage of these bills, while no evidence of voter 
identification fraud has ever been cited in our state.  There have also been good “op ed” pieces in the St. Louis Post and the 
Columbia Tribune written by local Leagues opposing the mandatory state-issued photo identification for voting. 
   Additionally, LWVMO testified in favor of bills filed by Sen. Justus and Sen. Walsh to allow for advanced voting.  It is 
possible that these bills might be amended to the photo ID bills which can cause problems when a positive result is tied to a 
negative outcome.  Nancy Copenhaver also testified in favor of Rep. Neth’s bill to allow the current 16- year term limits in the 
legislature to apply to one house or a combination of service in either house.  Currently the limit is 8 years in the House and 8 
years in the Senate.  League would prefer that there be no term limits, but views this as a move in the right direction to allow 
the voters more leeway in determining their elected representatives. 

(continued on next page) 
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Legislative Report continued 

Tax Policy – Sydell Shayer, Director and Tax Chair 
   All chairs of action items, whether national or state are members of the state Advocacy Committee. Prior to the 
2013 legislative session the state board determined the action priorities for the session.  These items were followed diligent-
ly. In addition, if the legislature introduces bills that the League has been following for the last few years or are of interest to 
the members, the state League may follow and take appropriate action on them.  
   I have been the death penalty advocacy chair for the last five years. I also followed taxes 
in the last legislative session.  Once the present legislature got into gear we determined that term 
limits of a sort might make it through the session.  Hence, as the title above implies, I followed 
these three program items. 
   Because the League’s position on taxes is comprehensive, there is usually one or more 
tax bills to follow every session.  Taxes affect almost all the League’s positions from education, health care, early voting and 
transportation for example. These areas must have adequate funds. Hence, the League is concerned about an adequate 
revenue source that meets state League criteria. (See Guide to State Action for League positions)  
   For the last few years the legislature has been trying to reduce or eliminate the personal, business and corporate 
income tax and or increase the sales tax and put in place other restrictive tax measures. The League is working to prevent 
these disastrous bills from passing. If they do pass, they will have to be approved by the voters next November. We will 
have our work cut out for us to see that they do not pass. The League supports a balanced and progressive tax system to 
finance necessary governmental services which favors retaining the income tax and limiting an increase in the sales tax. 
   Although the Missouri legislature is not ready to support the abolition of the death penalty which the League sup-
ports, it is almost willing to take incremental steps in that direction.   This legislative session, a bill to compare the cost of 
cases where the death penalty is sought to cases where  life without parole is sought has received some support. The pur-
pose of such a study is to show that the disparity in the cost of the two approaches is so great that a sentence of life without 
parole might be the fiscally responsible path to take.   
   Although the League supports no term limits for members of the legislature, it is supporting an incremental change 
that is less restrictive than what we now have. 
   All League members have received a bi-monthly legislative bulletin and numerous action alerts. Please refer to 
them for detailed information on the subjects mentioned in this report. 

Marty Ott, Legislative Chair 

MLD Pays Off! 

 Sara Richman Sanders, Recruitment and Training Manager of LWVUS reports that the League has “hit 
a BIG milestone: for the first time in years, the League has experienced an annual increase in membership 

nationwide. While the increase is modest (0.3%), it’s a first step in really growing and strengthening the League to have 
more impact on our communities and our democracy. Among participating MLD Leagues, we even saw a bigger increase- 
which is great!” 
 According to the League’s experiences with the Membership Leadership Development Program what works is 

• Intentionally planning ALL events to utilize outreach practices to grow the League.  

• Working together in partnership at ALL levels of the League (local, state, and national).  

• Remembering that *WE CAN* grow the League when we try.  
 The LWV of Marion and Polk Counties in Oregon increased its membership by 13.83% according to Co-President 
Petra Berger by (1) Implementing a “high-gear, pro-active” membership recruitment campaign; (2) TRIPLING their voter ser-
vices programs; and (3) Revamped their publicity program to be more systematic and continuous throughout the year. 
 “Petra explained that as part of their membership recruitment campaign, every community event is now used as a 
chance to make new contacts. The personal touch is also a big part of the LWV of Marion & Polk Counties’ success. One-on
-one conversations with current and prospective members foster an atmosphere of community. Informal social events also 
play a role in membership growth. Petra notes that their ‘Coffee, Chocolate and Chats’ events have been a great way to fos-
ter community involvement and League growth in a fun, and casual way.  It was not a single event that led to LWV of Marion 
& Polk Counties’ increased membership but rather, consistent and varied activities combined with an increased media pres-
ence that really made a substantial difference.” 



Recommendations of the Commission on Early Voting  
Appointed by Secretary Of State Jason Kander 

Missouri Voter Page 5 May-June, 2013 

 Recommendation 1: Reform the current absentee ballot law to allow registered voters to cast absentee ballots by mail 
without needing to state an excuse.     The commission recommends removing the statutory provisions that prohibit regis-
tered voters from casting absentee ballots unless they meet one of five statutorily-required conditions. To ensure ballot 
security, the "no excuse" absentee system would preserve the requirements that voters request absentee ballots in writ-
ing from their local election authorities and that they obtain a notary seal or signature on their mail-in absentee ballot 
envelopes. However, the commission recommends retaining the exceptions presently in statute that waive notarization 
for military voters, permanently disabled individuals, and those voting absentee by mail as a result of incapacity due to 
illness or physical disability, including caregivers of incapacitated individuals. 
   In order to accommodate an expected increase in mail-in absentee ballots, the commission also recommends extending 
the allowed processing time for absentee ballots from five days preceding the election to seven days preceding the election. The 
costs of the expected increase should also be borne by the state, rather than the local election authorities. 
    Recommendation 2: Allow registered voters to cast early ballots on voting equipment at a central voting location prior to 
Election Day to replace current in-person absentee voting.     The commission recommends that each local election authority 
establish a central voting location, which may be the office of the county clerk or board of election commissioners. Registered 
voters of the jurisdiction will then be able to cast early ballots, in-person and for any reason, on electronic voting equipment at the 
central voting location. Permitting voters to cast early ballots on electronic voting equipment will eliminate the need for absentee 
envelopes and reduce processing time for the local election authority. 
   The commission also recommends that the early ballot process should emulate current election day procedures, includ-
ing requiring registered voters to sign poll books rather than complete absentee ballot applications when casting an early ballot. 
However, local election authorities may utilize their office staff and shall update their voter rolls to reflect those who have already 
cast an early ballot to maintain secure voting procedures.    
   In order to implement early ballot voting, the commission recommends allowing local election authorities to test electron-
ic voting equipment fourteen days prior to the early voting period since early ballot voters will be utilizing electronic voting equip-
ment. Though the ballots will be immediately counted by the electronic voting equipment, the commission strongly recommends 
prohibiting local election authorities from tabulating the ballots until election night. 
   To avoid voter confusion and increase accessibility, the commission recommends commencing the in-person early vot-
ing period six weeks prior to the election to coincide with the current absentee ballot period. Should additional expenses arise, 
the costs of implementing early ballot voting at the central location for six weeks should be borne by the state, rather than the 
local election authorities. 
   Recommendation 3: Create satellite voting locations during November Presidential elections.     The commission 
recommends that, in addition to the central voting location, local election authorities may create additional satellite voting loca-
tions within the jurisdictions. However, for jurisdictions with more than 175,000 registered voters, local election authorities must 
create at least one additional satellite location during November Presidential elections. The costs of these satellite locations 
should be borne by the state to prevent additional burdens on local election authorities. 
   The commission recommends that the November Presidential election satellite locations be open for at least four hours 
a day for a minimum of 14 days, closing on the Wednesday prior to the election. During that timeframe, the local election authori-
ty must also keep the satellite location open for at least eight hours on one weekend day. For ballot security purposes, if an elec-
tronic voting machine is used at a satellite location, the memory card of each electronic voting machine and any corresponding 
paper ballots must be securely removed upon closing of the satellite location and stored securely in the central office of the local 
election authority. Throughout the satellite voting location period, local election authorities shall update their voter rolls to reflect 
those who have already cast an early ballot to maintain secure voting procedures. 
   Recommendation 4: Early voting lists should be kept confidential and should only be disclosed twice prior to the elec-
tion.     Current Missouri law requires local election authorities to keep a list of all individuals that request absentee ballots and 
maintain the confidentiality of those lists, with stated exceptions. The commission recommends similar guidelines for early ballot 
voters, including maintaining the confidentiality of lists of registered voters that have voted by early ballot. Consistent with current 
law, only candidates or duly authorized representatives of a campaign committee, or any person with written authorization from a 
candidate, or any person that has cast an early ballot should be entitled to see these lists, but the commission recommends that 
the lists be disclosed only on the third Tuesday prior to the election and after 8 a.m. on the Friday prior to the election.  
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Death Penalty Update 

 Just as attitudes have changed concerning gay rights, and immigration reform, so too have attitudes changed on the 
death penalty. The number of countries which completely abolished the death penalty is 97. Actually, over 140 countries have 
given up the death penalty in law or in practice or only one in 10 countries carryout the death penalty.  Unfortunately, the United 

States is among the five countries that carried out the most executions in 2012. The others are China, Iran, Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia.  The United States carried out 43 executions in nine states in 2012 although it was the fewest 
number of states to do so in 20 years.. But the good news is that more and more states are abolishing capital 
punishment.  
   Maryland just recently abolished the death penalty, the 6th state in six years.  Delaware is likely to be the 

next state. The Governor of Oregon has halted all executions.  Because of the expense of a death penalty trial, Arizona will only 
bring one death penalty case at a time. The total is now 18 states without the death penalty.    
   The long list of objections to the death penalty that abolitionists have espoused over the years such as it is cruel and 
unusual punishment, racial, arbitrary and  not a deterrent have given way to what appears to be the two arguments that have 
changed people’s minds. They are the risk of wrongful convictions and the costs of maintaining capital punishment. 
   Exonerations are increasing because of wrongful convictions. There have been 58 exonerations since March 1, 2012 
and 120 discovered cases from earlier years.  
   The tide is changing . Only 61% supported the death penalty in  2011 compared to 80% in 1994; 35% were opposed 
compared  to 16% in 1994. As is the case with many of the issues the League works on, patience, persistence and time are 
required. 

Sydell Shayer 

Local League Activities 

Southeast: 
 In conjunction with local radio station KRCU 90.9 FM/88.9 FM, the League presented a Voters’ Forum with Candidates 

for the 8th U.S. Congressional District on Thursday, April 25.  Scheduled to speak were candidates Thomas Brown 
(Independent), Doug Enyart (Constitution Party), Dr. Robert George (Independent), Steve Hodges (Democratic Party), Bill 
Slantz (Libertarian Party) and Jason Smith (Republican Party).  The forum was broadcast live on KRCU 90.9/88.9 FM or 
www.krcu.org.  The election is scheduled for June 4th. 
 
Southwest: 
 April unit meetings focused on the United Nations and included a United Nations documents spe-
cialist from Missouri’s only UN depository library. Ann Fuhrman is a frequent speaker about the important 
work of the United Nations at conferences and to students, civic groups, and community organizations 
throughout Missouri. Ann has wide-ranging experience working with Model United Nations classes and high 
school and college groups and their faculty advisers, providing research assistance and delegate prepara-
tion.  
   At the annual meeting to be held on May 20, members will vote on new officers, a budget for next 
year and a proposed new study on the availability of mental health services in Southwest Missouri. The topic was one of four 
that surfaced during program planning at our January unit meetings 
 
St. Louis: 
 March unit meetings, led by the International Relations Committee, focused on UN Women and covered such topics as 
Economic Empowerment of Women, Health Care, Migrant Women, Education and Discrimination while the April unit meetings, 
led by the Environmental Quality Committee, focused on sustainability activity in the communities that make up the St. Louis 
League. 
 Voter service conducted at least 10 candidate/issue forums prior to the April Election 



May-June, 2013 Page 7 Missouri Voter 

Officers 
President:  Lois Detrick 
1st Vice President:  Debby Waite 
 Howard 
2nd Vice President:  Joan Mills 
Secretary: Cindy Stephens 
Treasurer: Janie Riley 
 

Directors 
Elaine Blodgett: Membership, Org. & 
 Development. of Leagues 
Marcia Cocozza: Agricultural Study 
Nancy Copenhaver: Public Advocacy 
 for Voter Protection (PAVP) 
Barb Davis: Voter Service, Oral History 
 Project, Health 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
Rachel Farr Fitch:  Awards 
Linda Kaiser: Missouri Voter  
Linda C. McDaniel: Elections 
Marty Ott: Legislative Action 
Peg Prendergast: Empowering Young 
 Voters 
Sydell Shayer: Death Penalty 
Open:  Education, Environment 
 

Nominating Committee 
Cheryl Barnes, Chair 
Linda C. McDaniel 
Jerry Osborne 
 
LWVUS Board Liaison:  Janis 
 McMillen 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
 Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
 Want to check the accuracy of alle-
gations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

Local League Activities 
Kansas City/Johnson, Clay and Platte Counties:   
 Secretary of State Jason Kander was a speaker at 
LWV KC/J/C/P March General meeting.   Secretary Kander 
spoke on Campaign Finance Reform and answered several 
questions on voter suppression concerns addressed by the 
League.  Also presenting was Beverlee J. Roper, newly elected 
Platte County Commissioner, District 1.  She shared her expe-
riences of campaign finance during her recent campaign.  
 
 
Mexico-Audrain: 

Mexico-Audrain League just held a public information meeting on Human 
Trafficking with Anna Rentschler, Vice President and Bank Secrecy Act officer of 
Central Bancompany of Jefferson City. Ms. Rentschler instructed the group on the 
importance of every individual knowing and using the national hotline number 
(888-3737-888) or texting BE Free 233 733 to report a tip. Each of these instantly 
connects to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center for follow-up action.  
                We will be in contact with the Central Missouri Stop Human Trafficking 
Coalition for further information on training, the Polaris Project and our League's 
possible cooperation/participation as a part of our study/action program for     
2013-14. 
 
Columbia-Boone County: 
 We held our annual fundraiser on the evening of April 17. We usually 
hold this event in June, but opted for April this year, not concerned about possible 
wild spring weather. But that April evening was a dark and stormy night, literally! 
About 45 minutes before our gathering was to begin, the city tornado sirens 
sounded, and about 20 minutes later, just when we thought there was an all clear, 
hail began to fall. Would people come out to attend this event? The answer was a 
surprising – and resounding – yes!  Amazingly, the rain held off as people arrived 
and although it stormed during the show, the rain held off again as people left at 
the end. 
   Our fundraiser is an annual cooperative event with a local theatre com-
pany. We pay them a set amount and we sell tickets (at $25 each) to the perfor-
mance and ask members and friends to consider being underwriters (at $100 
each, with 5 tickets) of the event.  Before the play begins, we have a reception 
with refreshments provided by local restaurants (as well as some treats provided 
by League members). This year, we raised more than $2500, probably the high-
est amount we have ever received for such an event.  
   One of the best things was that the play was “9 to 5” which was a perfect 
fit with the fact that we had observed Pay Equity Day that morning in Jefferson 
City. 
 During our annual meeting the week before, 
long-time member Maydell Senn received the Eleanor 
Goodge Award for service to the League.  Pictured with 
Maydell are Co-Presidents Carol Schreiber and Marilyn 
McLeod. 
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 The LWVUS, at its board meeting on April 7, adopted the following statement regarding forthcoming proposals for work 
on issues related to money in politics.  This statement is intended to clarify the stance the League is taking on such proposals 
going forward.  In addition, LWVUS is creating a Campaign Finance Task Force to develop a discussion guide and evaluate con-
stitutional and legislative proposals.   
 The U.S. Supreme Court has made a series of decisions including Buckley v. Valeo, Citizens United v. Federal Election 
Commission, McComish v. Bennett, etc. that have affected the areas of campaigns and elections, issues in which the League of 
Women Voters has been active since its inception and that are primary concerns of the organization. 
   Unlimited expenditures from millionaires, corporations, unions, and trade associations overwhelm citizens’ voices, lead 
to corruption, and unfairly disrupt the representative process. Moreover, much of this spending occurs without disclosure of the 
sources of funding. This lack of transparency undermines the voters’ ability to make informed decisions and makes corruption 
even more likely.  
 
 (For the balance of the statements, go to http://www.lwv.org/content/statement-concerning-strategies-about-money-
elections) 


