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Websites of Interest 
 

 www.lwvmissouri.org (state)  
 www.lwv.org (national) 
 

 www.sos.mo.gov 
    Secretary of State’s Office 
 

www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
    Missouri Legislature 
 

www.covermissouri.org 
    MO Foundation for Health
  

Information on local programs and 
projects should be sent to. 
 shapeshome@yahoo.com  

 
Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
December 15, 2013 (for Jan-Feb)
February 15, 2014 (for Mar-April)
April 15, 2014 (for May-June) 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Board Mtg., Sat., Dec. 7,    

 Columbia, 9:30 am 

 LWV Capital Action Day, Jan 

14, 2014; Jeff City-                     
Snow Date  Jan 21, 2014  

 Board Mtg., Sat., Feb. 1, 2014, 

 Columbia, 9:30 am 

 LWVMO Board Mtg., April 4, 
2014 - Springfield, MO 

 LWVMO Spring Conference -  

April 5, Springfield, MO 

 LWVUS Convention - First 

Call to Convention June 6-10, 
2014 Dallas, TX  

President’s Message 

 

Well now,  currently in Missouri its illegal to give out information on Health 
Care as it relates to the United States government.  Legislation passed the last 
session included this and also reiterated the right of Missourians to keep and 
bear arms plus disregard any federal attempt to curtail any weapons or      
ammunition by size or number of rounds.   Is a civil war taking place in our 
state--Missouri vs the US government?   It probably isn't going to happen but 

when we are all so distant with our viewpoints and opinions in politics, it makes a person   

wonder.   

BUT, HEY,  Where else can citizens find people who encourage them to vote?  Who hold  
forums giving both or all sides of an issue?  Who listen to others with whom they disagree but 
are respectful.  Who else has members of many political parties and viewpoints who manage 
to work together on issues? ---encourages elected officials to listen to all constituents?   We 
really do support our constitution and original Bill of Rights.    Let's continue that tradition,  
especially during these tough times.   
 
There are serious financial issues to be addressed on all government levels, entitlement    
programs to look over and modify, issues about  our food supply, energy issues, roads and    
highways and on and on.   
 
Let's continue the democratic tradition as it was dreamt of  250 years ago.  Time to let the 

public know we're here for them and can be trusted. 

Elaine Mitchell Blodgett  
LWVMO President 

Memorials received since last MO Voter:   
 

 Contribution received in memory of Thelma Kohnen from Julie Behrens to LWVMO 

Education Fund earmarked for LWV Southeast. 

 Contribution received in memory of Rachel Farr Fitch from Joni O’Connor to LWVMO 

Education Fund. 

 Contribution received in memory of Madeline Wrobley from Sherry Templeton to 

LWVMO Education Fund earmarked for LWV KC/JC/P. 

 Contribution received in memory of Bill Detrick from Betty Ann Gilbert to LWVMO. 

 Contribution received in memory of Bill Detrick from Sydell Shayer to LWVMO       

Education Fund. 

  Contribution received in memory of Jo Sapp from Barb Davis to LWVMO. 

 Contributions received in memory of Rachel Farr Fitch from Barb Davis & Sydell 

Shayer to LWVMO. 
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HEALTH CARE UPDATE 
Since October 8, I’ve attended “working” meetings for two of the groups with which the LWVMO has affiliated in the 
past year—one each for the Medicaid Expansion Coalition and the CoverMO Coalition.  Each group began making 
specific plans for accomplishing their goals and set dates for future meetings. 
  

I am in the process of contacting regional Coalition leaders of both organizations in the areas where we have local 
LWV leagues to get their contact information and will then contact LWV presidents and/or health committee 
chairpersons so that Leagues can get involved.  I’ve been pleased to meet a few other LWV members among the 
volunteer and the professional health care ranks as I’ve attended these and other related meetings and hearings.  
(Please see the article in this issue about CoverMO materials.) 
  

If you have the opportunity to introduce yourself in front of the group, here’s a way I often use that creates a good 
impression:  “I’m Barbara Davis and I represent the League of Women Voters of Missouri.  I’m here because one of 
our three Legislative Priorities this year is affordable health care for all and the preservation of rural hospitals.”   I’ve 
had people tell me they didn’t realize we did anything but candidate forums and voter registration and “things like 
that.” 
 

Thank you to those who testified before House and Senate Special Committees this summer and fall!  If you haven’t 
done it already, please send a copy of your testimony to the LWVMO office in St. Louis, with a note to Anna to file it 
with other 2013 testimony.  Please indicate your name, and the place, date and name of the committee, including 

whether it is House or Senate. 

Barb Davis 

LWV BOD and Health Chair 

LWVMO BECOMES COMMUNITY PARTNER IN COVER MISSOURI CAMPAIGN 
 

The LWVMO directors voted to become “Community Partners” in the Cover Missouri Coalition, which is dedicated 
to providing PRINTED INFORMATION ABOUT INSURANCE TO MISSOURI’S UNINSURED.  Please see 
www.coveremissouri.org for information about the goals, information about ways Community Partners can help 
achieve those goals, and informational, educational materials which are available.   
 

It is hoped that local LWV units will choose to actively participate.  One of the easiest ways to help would be to post 
on community bulletin boards information about how to access the information about the available insurance plans, 
and also distribute this information to other places, such as churches, community halls, organizations, and other 
places where people gather.  Distribution of these materials may be coordinated with other groups distributing infor-
mation about the insurance plans.  PLEASE NOTE:  This involves providing posters or location information only—
not presenting insurance plans or selling insurance to clients. 
 

All of the printed information is available free of charge from the Missouri Foundation for Health and most was 
available for viewing at the fall meeting in Sedalia.  An order form was given to each unit in attendance and has 
been mailed to the units which were absent. 
 

In addition to the Cover Missouri coalition, the LWVMO is also affiliated with Missouri Health Care for All and the 
Missouri Health Advocacy Alliance.  All three groups are working diligently, as are many in the health care field, so 
their goals as well as our LWVMO Legislative Priorities of affordable health care for all Missourians and the 
preservation of rural hospitals can be met. 
 

Barbara Davis, LWVMO Health Chair 

bdavis@socket.net/573-473-6775. 

http://www.coveremissouri.org
mailto:bdavis@socket.net
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION REPORT 

As earlier reported, Governor Nixon vetoed 29 bills. During the Veto Session on September 11th, 7 bills were 
sustained, 10 were overridden and the remaining 12 were not brought up.  The House needed 109 votes to over-
ride; the Senate 23 votes. 
  
Of special interest to the League, HB 253 – the tax bill override was defeated by a vote of 94 to 67 in the House. 
Thanks to the League’s effort to sustain the veto and the many who responded to the Action Alerts and contacted 
their representatives.  Your actions made a tremendous difference. 
 
Thank you letters were mailed to the 15 Republicans, plus the 3 Democrats who had voted for it in session but did 
not vote to override. The remaining 49 members were e-mailed the same thank you letter. 
 
The LWVMO received a very nice e-mail from the Governor’s office thanking us for our support in helping to sustain 
the veto of HB 253! 
 
Although the League did not take a stand on HB 436 an unconstitutional gun nullification bill that would have turned 
law enforcement officers into criminals and made victims out of criminals while shredding the First Amendment 
rights to free speech and freedom of the press. It was watched closely as it would have been, most likely, 
challenged in the court. The House voted 109 - 49 to override but it was defeated in the Senate by a vote of 22-12  
falling short of one vote to override with 2 Republican Senators casting the ultimate deciding NO votes. 

 
The House Interim Committee on Education held hearings in the St. Louis area and the eastern and southern parts 
of Missouri on September 23- 25th. Mary Beth Reynolds and I attended the hearings in the St. Louis area and 
presented written and verbal testimony on the League’s position in support of early childhood education. Sue 
Brockett, president of the SEMO League, attended and testified in support of early childhood education at SEMO 
State University in Cape Girardeau. 

 
Reports about the northern Missouri, Kansas City-area and Central-Missouri tour scheduled for October 21-23, 
2013 will be in the next issue. 
 
Looking ahead:  The Legislative Action Committee will be finalizing our major priorities for the coming 2014 
General Assembly and presenting at our LWVMO Board meeting on December 7, 2013. The tentative date for 
distributing our Priority Cards to State Representatives and State Senators is Tuesday, January 14th with make-up 
snow day, January 21st. Legislative Bulletins will resume in January. Please watch for more information in the next 
issue of the Missouri Voter. 

 Marty Ott 
LWV MO-Director 
Legislative Chair 
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Remembering Rachel  

Rachel Farr Fitch - in the League of Women Voters that name is synonymous with Health 
Care. 
 

But - contrary to what some may think, Rachel’s activities in League were not limited to 
health care. The story goes that soon after she joined the League, she went to the office to 
"find out" what the League did -Sydell Shayer state President was in the office and after a 
conversation, she asked Rachel if she would like to be the MO Newsletter editor. In true 
Rachel fashion, when she was asked to take on a job that needed doing - she said yes. 
 

She also was League liaison for a debate - assisted with negotiating with the candidates 
and the TV station, KMBC in Kansas City for the November 1986 senatorial election 

between Harriett Woods and Kit Bond.  
 

Fund Raising - Calendar sales - have long been a major project of the League - a project that Rachel took on for 
several years. And any other projects that needed help - Rachel was there.  These  projects were  always in 
addition to following health care legislation at both state and national levels. 
 

In the early 90's Blue Cross was a major insurer doing business as a nonprofit organization. Its executives decided 
to transform the organization into a for-profit entity and transferred most of its assets. Even though the Missouri 
regulators had approved the deal, when consumer groups found out they cried "foul." Rachel as director of health 
issues for the League, was a leader in the fight to challenge Blue Cross before the legislature and in the courts. 
Eventually, Blue Cross agreed to a settlement that created the Foundation for Health - a Foundation that in its first 
11 years has spent more than $480 million to improve the health of people in Missouri. During the months of fight 
and negotiations, Rachel was tenacious and courageous in standing up to a powerful male establishment to do 
what was right - as one League member put it an "Arkansas steel magnolia." Winning this case was important not 
only for the people of Missouri, but also on the effect it had on other Blue Cross organizations across the country 
that were ready to convert to for-profit entities. 
 

When the Blue Cross fight was over, Rachel organized Missouri Consumer Health Care WATCH - a coalition of 
organizations lobbying health care issues in the Missouri Legislature. This was when I really got to know Rachel  
- at the time I was treasurer of LWV, and she asked if I would keep the books for WATCH. And so I did until the 
organization was disbanded due to her ill health. 
 

In 2002 in recognition of Rachel’s tireless work in the health care field, the League of Women Voters of Missouri 
established the Rachel Farr Fitch Health Care Award to be bestowed upon a person or organization demonstrating 
outstanding leadership and excellence in the field of public policy or advocacy of issues related to health care and 
the well being of people. The award is given each 2 years at LWVMO Council. 
 

Although challenged often by serious illness, Rachel’s loyalties and commitments remained strong, not only to 
League but to the broader health community as well. 
 

In remembrance, we honor Rachel, loyal Leaguer and consummate health professional who has left an indelible 
imprint on those she served and on those of us who were privileged to know her. 
 

Her legacy will endure. The LWV will continue to honor this distinguished lady through the Rachel Farr Fitch Award 
For Excellence in Health Care Action and Program. 
 

And so today, we are gathered to say "good bye friend - we’ll remember you always."   
Mary Merritt 

Past LWV MO President 
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Just when you thought things would be relatively quiet for the November 2014 election in Missouri, Lt. Governor 
Peter Kinder has begun exploring running against newly elected fellow Republican Jason Smith for the 8th District 
congressional seat.  If this primary challenge comes to pass, the League will step up to the plate to offer its services 
to host a candidate forum. 
 

But the real voter education work that will have to be done by LWVMO will be on a number of statewide ballot  
issues that may be decided in the November 2014 election.  Secretary of State Jason Kander approved two 
petitions for circulation that propose important changes in the way that Missouri Supreme Court and appeals court 
judges are chosen.  They seek to repeal the nonpartisan court plan for higher court judges, require those judges to 
be elected in partisan elections, and allow judges or judicial candidates to solicit and receive campaign 
contributions.  Support of the non-partisan Missouri Court Plan has been a longstanding LWVMO position.  We 
have our work cut out for us! 
 

In addition to these two petitions, the newly formed committee, Missourians for Children’s Education was 
established last week to finance a ballot initiative campaign that would authorize state tax credits benefiting private 
schools.  The committee was launched with a $300,000 contribution from the Archdiocese of St. Louis and $11,000 
from the Missouri Catholic Conference, according to the Missouri Ethics Commission.  The ballot initiative, which 
was approved for circulation last month, would allow a 50% tax credit for individuals and businesses which donate 
to nonprofit organizations that benefit schools.  This proposed ballot measure on its face would seem to be  
contradictory to the long held LWVUS position on public education.  The League will have to educate voters about 
this very important issue and also determine whether it should engage in advocacy.  Stay tuned! 
 

Restrictions on voters’ rights will no doubt be proposed in the upcoming legislative session.  We have our work cut 
out for us explaining these complicated issues to voters. 
 

Very important local elections will be held across the state in April.  There will be lots of opportunities for our local 
Leagues to bring voters the nonpartisan high quality information they need.  2014 here we come! 

Kathleen Farrell,  

LWV MO Director -Voter Service Chair 

FALL CONFERENCE - What you missed 

It’s always a bit of a scary proposition to be tasked with securing a speaker for a subject one knows virtually nothing 
about except for what one has learned in that great monthly magazine,  Reader’s Digest, in the Sunday paper, or 
on that treasure of information, http://www.etc.etc.etc.  The subject:  “GMO”s—genetically modified organisms. 
  

As it turned out, the “gmo gods” were smiling on us, and I don’t mean the ones mentioned above! Our keynote 
luncheon speaker was Dr. Mark Goodwin, Associate Professor of Agriculture and Horticulture at the University of 
Central Missouri in Warrensburg.  Dr. Goodwin’s presentation was related to genetically modified organisms.  He 
started at the beginning, with what they are and how they get that way, continuing to explain both the good and the 
bad effects they produce.  One of the things I appreciated was that he was so willing to answer questions, and he 
was impressed with the level of knowledge shown in the questions.  I hope everyone learned something of value 
they can take back to their local LWV for this year’s study. 
 

Eating lunch with Dr. Goodwin was enjoyable, too.  I learned that if I ever needed a speaker again for growers of 
hostas (mine got mowed down), someone to teach us how to grow tomatoes in tunnels, the joys of being an eight 
years old and getting your picture in the paper for growing 115 gourds (the thrill was the picture, not the gourds!), or 
living in peace (at least most of the time) with both a teenage daughter and her pet ferret in the home, he’s the man 
to get! 

Barbara Davis 
LWV MO Director -Agriculture update 
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 

Local League Activities 

St. Louis:  
The St. Louis League has been busy this fall!  We kicked off the 2013-14 year with a program on GMO’s.  

Speakers from Washington University and Monsanto fielded questions from a crowd of 120 including a number of Sierra 
Club members and citizens who came out to hear the program.  The discussion was lively, dinner and a new fundraising 
auction of unusual purses and their “innards” were enjoyed, and friends reconnected after the summer hiatus. 

Our letter to the editor appeared on National Voter Registration Day, September 24th in 4 newspapers.  We 
researched four special election ballot issues in St. Louis County and posted a mini Voters Guide on our website.  About 
10 of our members attended a panel on Voter Photo ID sponsored by Women’s Voices Raised for Social Justice,      
members of our Education Committee testified at two special hearings on Early Childhood Education in Missouri, and 
members of our Advocacy Team testified in support of Medicaid Expansion. Our October units discussed the post veto 
session of the Missouri Legislature, the status of Voter Photo ID in Missouri, and what ballot initiatives will be collecting 
signatures soon. 

Seven St. Louis League members went to Sedalia to meet with their sister Leagues from across the state, 
made presentations, and contributed to the success of the LWVMO Fall Conference. 

On October 20th we held our annual Theatre Party fundraiser featuring the New Jewish Theatre’s production of 
Neil Simon’s “The Good Doctor”.  In addition to the production, we had a Silent Auction featuring pottery art, tickets to 
cultural events, museum memberships and other donations from community institutions and businesses.  All funds will go 
to the Information Service. 

Linda C. McDaniel & Kathleen Farrell 
Co-Presidents 
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Officers 
President:  Elaine Blodgett 
Vice President:  Debby Waite Howard 
Secretary: Marilyn McLeod 
Treasurer: Jerry Osborne 
 

Directors 
Nancy Copenhaver: Public Advocacy 
 for Voter Protection (PAVP) 
Barb Davis: Oral History Project,  
  Health 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
Pauli Kendrick: Education 
Linda McDaniel: Elections 
Marty Ott: Legislative Action 
Peg Prendergast: Missouri Voter  
Open: Environment 
 
 

Nominating Committee 
Cindy Stephens, Chair 
Mary Merritt 
Lael Von Holt 
  
LWVUS Board Liaison: Janis  
   McMillen 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
 Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
Want to check the accuracy of  
allegations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

Local League Activities con’t 
 

Columbia:   
 We celebrated Constitution Day on September 17 with a public program 
entitled “The Great Compromise Document: the U.S. Constitution”, reminding 
everyone that all sides had to compromise to write this document. Our guest speaker 
was Jay Dow, a professor of Political Science from the University of Missouri. We 
held this at the Boone County Government Building and had a nice turnout (and very 
favorable reviews) that evening.  
 National Voter Registration Day was the following week. We contacted 
Wendy Noren, Boone County Clerk, to see if there was any project that could use our 
help. She was delighted because she had wanted to try out registering people using 
an iPad. Although the county website had all the information for registering, up till 
now you still had to print out the form and send it in since it required an actual  
signature. She found a section in the law that would allow for electronic signature 
and then had technical staff determine how to add a signature. As a pilot project, 
recognizing that young people are so comfortable with technology, she asked us to 
go to the local high schools and register any interested student (who was at least  
17-1/2). Although we didn’t have much advance publicity, we were able to register a 
number of students. This was a fun project; giving us some attention in the schools 
as well as helping our county clerk develop a new way to register people. 

 In October we had a busy month with two public forums, one on teacher 

tenure, featuring a panel of experts, to help inform us on both sides of the issue; and 

another informational event about using Missouri’s health insurance marketplace, 

which we are cosponsoring with several local organizations.    
 

Kansas City/J/C/P: 

 The Kansas City League took a position in opposition to the proposed 

Jackson County sales tax increase to pay for translational medical research at three 

local institutions.  The League's opposition was based on our longstanding and well-

studied views on regressive sales tax.  This one was particularly egregious because 

Jackson County is the poorest of the counties in this region, with average income of 

$46,000 - $47,000 per year. A family of four with this income, if this tax increase were 

approved by the voters on Nov. 5, would pay about $96 a year more in sales tax on 

top of the existing tax burden. This is because this tax would be applied to things that 

people must buy every day of the week to meet their essential requirements for  

living.  $96 would pay for about 30 pounds of hamburger or, say, 20 pounds of ham-

burger and 10 gallons of milk; or, 3 months of a child's school lunch.  That is a lot to 

take out of a family's market basket for what they need to live.   

 Our League worked hard to oppose this tax; writing letters to the Editor of 

the KC Star, Independence Examiner;  Put a "Vote No" sign in yards (we had 200 

available and placed all of them); Linda Smith, Peg Prendergast and Cheryl Barnes 

presented at several neighborhood association meetings where we spoke as part of 

the opposition. 

 Linda spoke as part of the opposition at a meeting of the "Citizens        

Association" of KCMO.  Proponents spoke well and forcefully.  The three who spoke 

in opposition felt they were reaching the crowd (about 40 people) but didn’t 

know .  They voted in executive session after we left.  We learned that this Associa-

tion had voted unanimously to oppose the tax.   

 This truly was a grass roots movement to oppose this sales tax.  Jackson 

County residents overwhelming voted 84.1% to oppose this tax on Tuesday,       

November 5, 2013.  



The Missouri VOTER is published bi-monthly at the League of Women Voters of Missouri (St. Louis) 
 
Subscriptions are $2 per year. 
Peg Prendergast, Interim Editor 
 
Periodicals postage pd at St. Louis, MO  USPS 593-960 
 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Missouri Voter, LWVMO, 8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104, St. Louis, 
MO 63144  All other correspondence to Elaine Blodgett at the same address. 
 
Voice: 314-961-6869 FAX: 314-961-8393 
Email: league@lwvmissouri.org 

 

 
2014 Appointment Calendars are still available! 

 
Order Today: Pay with a credit card at www.lwvmissouri.org or 314-961-6869 

or Mail form & payment to LWV, 8706 Manchester Rd., Ste 104, St. Louis, MO 63144 
 

PERIODICALS 

POSTAGE PAID 

at St. Louis, Mo 

MISSOURI VOTER 
League of Women Voters of Missouri 
8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104 
St. Louis MO 63144-2733 

 
593-960 USPS 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


