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Websites of Interest 
 

 www.lwvmissouri.org  
  (state)  
 www.lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    MO Foundation for Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
    Missouri Legislature 

Information on local programs and 
projects should be sent to. 
 peg.r.prendergast@sprint.com  

 
Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
October 15 (for Nov.-Dec.) 
December 15 (for Jan-Feb)
February 15, 2014 (Mar-April) 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Board Mtg., Sat., Sept. 7  , 

 :30 am, Columbia 

• Board Mtg., Friday, Oct. 4, 

 2:pm, Sedalia 

• Fall Workshop, Sat., Oct. 5,  
  Sedalia 

• Board Mtg., Sat., Dec. 7,    

 Columbia, 9:30 am 

• Board Mtg., Sat., Feb. 1, 2014, 

 Columbia, 9:30 am 

Presidents’ Message 

 It comes around like clockwork: the beginning of school and the be-
ginning of the League year and many of our Leagues operate on that calen-
dar.  However, we had a surprise this summer  with state legislative hearings 
taking place,  and many bills to sign or not or to veto by the Governor.  All 
summer the legislative committee has been active  and it will continue into the 
fall moving straight into  the 2014 session in January.   So, when you receive a 
notice from the legislative action committee to contact an elected official on a 

state matter, do so immediately---there’s no break  this year.  They’re working full time for 
League and for Missouri citizens. 
 All us will have a ‘kick-off’ event in the fall.  For state it’s the  conference in Sedalia in 
October.    Since we all  have the same issues to deal with,  our board is looking forward to 
workshops including  ‘how to present testimony on bills at state hearings or local governmen-
tal meetings’, membership reminders– planning for membership growth and figuring out how 
to bring more money into the treasury--- because he more you have the more you can 
do.  There be someone to speak on the LWVUS agriculture study, plus much more.  Please 
join us.  
 Just like all of our local Leagues,  again, the state League is no different.  We have 
some positions on our board to fill.  We have members who have been working in the organi-
zation for a long time and younger, newer members who have families, work and busy 
lives.   The good and bad news is that we are just like every other older non profit organiza-
tion.  Many people have to 'fit us in' to their busy schedule. While many members years ago 
were looking for a group to fit into outside of home while raising the family or their part time 
work, we now have members who juggle family, work, maybe church and other activities out-
side the home.  
 Have a good late summer and early fall and we’ll see you at Sedalia. 

Elaine Mitchell Blodgett  
LWVMO President 

Memorials received since last MO Voter:   
 

• Contributions received in memory of Rachel Farr Fitch to LWVMO from Betty Ann 

Gilbert and Cindy Mitchell. 

• Contributions received in memory of Rachel Farr Fitch to LWVMO Education Fund 

from Julie Behrens, Mary Merritt, and Joan Mills. 

• Contribution to the Sustaining Campaign in memory of Madeline Wrobley from Peg 
Prendergast. 

• Contributions received in memory of Madeline Wrobley to LWVMO Education Fund 

earmarked for LWV KC/J/C/P from Janet Archer, Maxine Briggs, Donna Hoch, Elaine 
Lenz, Joan Mills, Susan Scholl, Linda Smith and Peg Prendergast. 

• Contribution received in memory of Dee Pallas to LWVMO Education Fund earmarked 
for LWV KC/J/C/P from Peg Prendergast. 
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Financial Report 
 As your new State Treasurer I’d like to take this opportunity to give you some information about our financ-
es.  There have been very effective efforts made to get our finances in better shape.  Several years ago, the “Public 
Service Endowment Fund” was established from donated monies.  Dollars within the Endowment Fund are separat-
ed into two different pots for two different purposes:  LWVMO (expenses) and LWVMO Education Fund.  The goal 
was to establish a source of funds for operating expenses and only the income from the original capitol was to be 
used.  Recently it was pointed out that the increase in market value of the securities is the same as income.  Based 
on this, the Finance Committee (Debby Howard and Mary Merritt) opted to sell securities to reduce the market val-
ue of the holdings to an amount equal to the original investment.  The sale of these assets generated approximately 
$7000 being deposited in the operating accounts (not the Endowment) for LWVMO and LWVMO Education Fund.  
 We now have sufficient cash on hand that our cash flow is not a big concern, but there are long term is-
sues to be addressed. At the State Convention in May, a new budget was reviewed and approved for the next two 
years. The approved budget will cover the on-going office expenses for the year, but is built dependent on member 
and non-member contributions as well as product sales. So we still need your help to make sure we can cover the 
new budget. I am going to start tracking our expenditures against our budget so that we can all see how well we are 
keeping to the budget on a monthly basis. It will also let us see where we are actually spending our monies. 
 In addition, the budget is very conservative and does not provide monies for any lobbying efforts or educa-
tion. It doesn’t even cover expenses of the board members as they perform work on behalf of the board. We will 
have to find some monies to do some of this even as we figure out how to do a better job of funding our work. 
 The real concern is how we finance the other work we want to accomplish and how we grow our efforts as 
we move forward. We will have to get creative and find ways to cover expenses of the work we need to accomplish 
in this year. But even more critical is how we want to plan for the future. We need to start planning two years out for 
fund raising. If we want to solicit large and small corporations, we have to be able to identify specific issues we will 
be addressing. Sometimes it’s impossible to know what will come up in the legislature that far out, but we do know 
there are some issues that will probably come up, those are the ones we can focus on and use to go after financing 
to address.  
 If you know of an organization or corporation that you think might be willing to support our efforts in ad-
dressing one of the current Legislative Issues and want help in approaching them, please contact any of the board 
members. We will be happy to work with you to provide the support you need. 
 As your new Treasurer, I will do my best to act as your advocate on all treasury issues. If you have ques-

tions or concerns please let me know. 

Jerry Osborne 

Treasurer 

LWVUS Board Needs You!  
 Your skills are needed! According to LWVUS Board member Karen Nicholson, who serves on the 
Nominating Committee, “Having worked with others on the National Board for just a bit more than a year, I 
have some observations to share. Some of us are big picture; some are detail oriented; some of us are 
issue and advocacy oriented; some want to work with our membership; Voter Service is the passion of 
others; some write well; some facilitate well. In other words, the national board has a lot of similarities to 
your local and state boards. Let me repeat--your skills are needed--and those are skills you already pos-
sess and already share with the LWV. The LWVUS Board also needs those skills.” 
 Karen’s point is very simple: LWVUS needs people with a variety of skills. The League can only 
remain strong if we have strong candidates. Many of you could serve on the LWVUS Board, and the Nom-
inating Committee needs to hear from you to nominate yourself or someone else. The deadline for all 
nominations is September 30. 
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Public Education 

 While the Interim Committees on Medicaid have ended, others are beginning.  The Interim Committee on 
Education will be meeting in September and October.  These meetings will be open to the public to hear their con-
cerns relating to topics and issues in “Missouri Public Education”.  Proposed topics include, but not limited to, stu-
dent transfers, early childhood education, Common Core standards, Virtual Schooling, School safety and several 
more topics.  
 The LWVMO believes equality of opportunity in education is a state responsibility and optional early learn-
ing programs funded with state and local funds. This is an opportunity to voice our position in support of early child-
hood education. Anyone wishing to attend or testify should contact the office of Representative Steve Cookson, 
Chair, to verify date, time and location (573.751.1066) Please note the tentative schedule as some changes could 
be made. 

Tentative Schedule 
Monday, Sept. 23 
St. Charles Community College  2:00pm-5:00pm 
Webster University   7:00pm-10:00pm 
Tuesday, Sept. 24 
Southeast Missouri State University  2:00pm-5:00pm 
Three Rivers Community College  7:00pm-10:00pm 
Wednesday, Sept . 25 
College of the Ozarks   1:00pm-4:00pm 
Missouri Southern State University  7:00pm-10:00pm 
Monday, Oct. 21 
Hannibal-LaGrange College  3:30pm-6:30pm 
Tuesday, Oct. 22 
Northwest Missouri State University  1:00pm-4:00pm 
Kansas City: college or university TBA 7:00pm-10:00pm 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 
University of Central Missouri  1:00pm-4:00pm 
University of Missouri- Columbia  7:00pm-10:00pm 

 

Please contact Marty Ott (martyott06@yahoo.com) for more information. 

Charitable Gifts to the League.  There are several ways to make a gift to the League.  One can give the Gift of Democracy – 

which is an investment and when you make a contribution to support the League of Women Voters, you tell us you believe in 

what we do and you know you are investing in project that will strengthen the pillars of democracy.  Gift types include: 
 

Planned Gifts 

Bequests – make a planned gift to provide for the League when you make or revise your WILL or LIVING TRUST:  

 Special Bequest:  “I give, devise, and bequeath to the League of Women Voters Education Fund (for Local or State 

League), a charitable organization formed in the State of Missouri, with offices at 8706 Manchester Rd. Suite 104,St. Louis, 

MO 63144, the sum of [specify amount] dollars.” 

 Residuary Bequest: “I give, devise, and bequeath to the League of Women Voters Education Fund (for Local or State 

League), a charitable organization formed in the State of Missouri, with offices at 8706 Manchester Rd. Suite 104, St. Louis, 

MO 63144, [ specified percentage] of the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate, both real and personal property of whatever 

and wheresoever situated, which I may own or have the right to dispose of at the time of my death.” 

 

In addition individuals can make a one-time or annual contribution (tax free) to the League of Women Voters Education Fund 

in Honor of or in Memory of someone special to you or to the League.  Those contributions can be made out to LWV Ed Fund 

(with a comment in the memo section Local/State League) and mailed to LWV MO; 8706 Manchester Rd. Suite 104, St. Louis, 

MO 63144. 

 

The LWVUS has several different types of Wills and Planned Gifts which can be found at www.lwv.org. 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

 The Missouri General Assembly ended on May17th with 164 bills Truly Agreed and Passed.  Governor 
Nixon vetoed 29 bills, signed many into law, and took no action on a few bills allowing them to become laws without 
his signature. 
 During this past session, the League spent most of its time trying to convince senators and representatives 
not to pass bad tax bills out of committee and to keep them from being heard on the floor. We did this through send-
ing testimony to committee members or testifying in person.  
 The major bill receiving wide spread attention is HB 253, which changes tax rates.  It reduces personal in-
come tax rate by 0.5% over 10 years to 5.5% and it could be lowered an additional 0.5% if the federal government 
passes the Marketplace Fairness Act establishing an internet sales tax. It provides a 50% tax cut for businesses 
filing income taxes on personal returns, and lowers corporate tax 3 percentage points to 3.25 percent. It also in-
cludes a sales tax on prescriptions.  
 The Missouri Budget Project estimates that when fully phased in it would cost the state about $800 million 
annually, an amount equal to one quarter of the state’s funding for K-12 education or the entire amount of state 
funding for colleges and universities across the state. It will lead to overcrowded classrooms, increased college 
tuition, diminished public health and safety, and deteriorating infrastructure, including roads and bridges. 
 The League sent a letter to Governor Nixon requesting him to veto HB 253. This was one of the first bills 
that Governor Nixon vetoed and a thank you was sent to his office from the LWVMO. 
 Since then, the Coalition for Missouri’s Future was formed to sustain the Governor’s veto of HB 253. 
LWVMO and the LWVSTL are members. 
 Governor Nixon called it “an ill-conceived, fiscally irresponsible experiment,” when he vetoed the bill. The 
Coalition for Missouri’s Future agrees with the Governor’s assessment and applauds his veto. 
 To learn more and to view the member list go to www.missourifuture.org  
 

Please contact your legislators and urge them to sustain the Governor’s veto of HB 253. 
 
 To find your senator: http://senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/leg_lookup.asps 
 To find your representative: http://house.mo.gov/legislatorlookup.aspx 

 

Remember to write your legislator as a constituent, not as a League member. 
Marty Ott 

LWV MO-Director 
Legislative Chair 

 On July 29, 2013, League Board of Directors member Nancy Copenhaver participated in an hour-long pro-
gram on KBIA, the public radio station in Columbia .  She joined Mary Ratliff, Columbia NAACP President, and Den-
ise Lieberman with the Advancement Project to participate in an on-air discussion of voter suppression, in light of 
the recent Supreme Court decision.  The program was moderated by KBIA’s Ryan Famuliner and included audi-
ence participation by phone or e-mail questions.  Participants in the program covered the history of voter suppres-
sion efforts in the Missouri legislature over the last seven years and the actions taken by all three groups to fight 
these measures. 
 Topics included proposed legislation mandating state issued photo ID for voting, constitutional protections 
of voting in Missouri, previous Missouri Supreme Court rulings regarding photo ID, and  lack of effort to allow for 
early voting or no-excuse absentee voting.  Additionally, participants discussed difficulties in running elections in 
rural areas, the increased costs of elections being passed down by the state to local election authorities, the prolif-
eration of non-contested elections not appearing on ballots, and the difficulty of managing elections with overseas 
voters (particularly those in the military stationed in remote locations).  Problems with redistricting in 2010-2011, the 
pros/cons of term limits, and the need for campaign finance reform were also discussed. 
  The show which is titled “Intersection,” can be viewed on the KBIA website.  This exposure for the LWVMO 
helps to solidify our role in protecting voters and our responsibly to be a leader statewide in these efforts. 

LWV MO Director 
Nancy Copenhaver 
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HEALTH TAKES NO SUMMER VACATION IN 2013 

 Health has taken no vacation for the League of Women Voters in Missouri during the summer of 2013, being filled 
with legislative hearings and testimonies, workshops, and keeping up with news reports about Medicaid expansion/reform/
transformation. 
 Dianne Modrell, Health Chair of the LWV of St. Louis, presented testimony on behalf of the LWVSTL August 14 as 
the House Interim Committee on Citizens and Legislators Working Group on Medicaid Eligibility and Reform wrapped up its 
final hearing in St. Louis.  It was acknowledged by Chair Noel Torpey that it was the largest hearing conducted, with more than 
ninety individuals registering to testify. 
 The room at Forest Park Community College was packed with standing room only.  Many health, social justice and 
civic organizations overwhelmingly testified in support of Medicaid expansion, with very few persons speaking in opposition. 
 Testimony on behalf of the LWV of Missouri was submitted by LWVMO Health Chair Barbara Davis to the same 
Committee in conjunction with their July 27 hearing in Columbia and before the Senate Interim Committee on Medicaid Trans-
formation on July 9 in Jefferson City.  Testimony was also much in favor of Medicaid expansion at both of those hearings. 
 Davis and LWVMO Legislative Chair Marty Ott attended a Medicaid Expansion Update Forum August 9 in St. Louis 
sponsored by eight health-related, social service or social justice agencies or organizations.  This event was so well-attended 
that extra tables and chairs had to be brought in to accommodate the large crowd! 
 Former State Representative and director of the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services and Current 
Saint Louis University Law School Practitioner-in-Residence Margaret Donnelly presented a history of Medicaid in Missouri and 
brought us up to date with where things stand now. 
 Michelle Trupiano, Director of the Missouri Medicaid Coalition, presented a workshop on testifying before a legislative 
body, accompanied by an excellent handout which is available on the website of the Missouri Association for Social Welfare.  
Even if you never plan to testify, the handout will explain to you what goes on in a hearing. 
 Be on the lookout for communications from your LWVMO Legislative Committee as the Veto Session September 11 
draws closer. 
 Please contact me if you have questions relating to the health care area. 

Barb Davis 

LWV BOD and Health Chair 

EXPANDING HORIZONS —WITH ELECTIONS 

 I was to be in Jefferson City August 15 and was asked to attend the hearing conducted by the House Interim Commit-
tee on Elections.  I had no idea what I was getting into and was afraid I wouldn’t understand a thing they were discussing.  As it 
turned out, quite the opposite was true! 
 The hearing was a presentation by representatives of the state association of County Clerks about changes they feel 
need to be made in the Missouri election laws.  Seated at the witness table were Cedar County Clerk Peggy Kenney, Cooper 
County Clerk Darryl Kempf,  co-chairs of the Legislative Committee of the Missouri County Clerks Association and Elected 
Authorities, and Mr. Scott from the office of the Secretary of State.  Ms. Kenney would present the law number and the change 
they recommended.  It was remarkable how often the reason was “antiquated,” and it was equally remarkable HOW antiquated 
some of them were!  Mr. Scott would comment on what the S of S office thought, such as “Agree,” “Disagree” and would ex-
plain why, or “This needs further study” or “We need more information from you on this.” 
 There were quite a few County Clerks present, including from just about all, if not all, of the metropolitan jurisdictions.  
At one point they were called to the table to answer questions pertaining to just their situations. 
 It never hurts to expand one’s horizons…the whole four hours was very interesting and educational, and to be hon-
est, really didn’t seem that long! 

Barb Davis 
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Protecting Voters’ Rights in Missouri  
 

The passage of laws in North Carolina and Texas that will severely restrict voters’ rights is sobering.  As we watch the 
Justice Department challenge these laws in federal court, we must renew our commitment to protect Missouri voters’ 
rights.  The amount of misinformation out there on this issue is significant.  Make sure that you know the facts: 

• Missouri already requires all voters to show ID to vote. 

• 250,000 Missouri voters lack the kind of state idea that proposed legislation would require.  Seniors, college 
students, people with disabilities and the working poor are twice as likely to lack a state issued ID. 

• It would cost Missouri more than $7 million in the midst of a budget crisis to ”solve” a problem that does not ex-
ist. 

• NO cases of voter impersonation fraud have ever been documented in Missouri. 
(Source: Advancement Project www.advancementproject.org) 

 
 LWV Missouri will continue to make this issue a top priority by working with LWVUS’s PAVP project and other organi-
zations in the community.  A repository of information will be available in the St. Louis office for all state Leagues. 

 
Kathleen Farrell,  

LWV MO Director 

Voter Service Chair 

FALL CONFERENCE - October 5, 2013 

Fall Conference Registration FormFall Conference Registration FormFall Conference Registration FormFall Conference Registration Form    
Saturday, October 5, 2013Saturday, October 5, 2013Saturday, October 5, 2013Saturday, October 5, 2013    9:00 a.m.9:00 a.m.9:00 a.m.9:00 a.m.----    3:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m.     

Sedalia, MissouriSedalia, MissouriSedalia, MissouriSedalia, Missouri    
    

Local League                    #         @ $15 each = $            
    
Persons attending:                                    
                                                
                                                
                                                    
    
Mail to:  LWVMO, 8706 Manchester Road,  Suite 104, St. Louis, MO  63144Mail to:  LWVMO, 8706 Manchester Road,  Suite 104, St. Louis, MO  63144Mail to:  LWVMO, 8706 Manchester Road,  Suite 104, St. Louis, MO  63144Mail to:  LWVMO, 8706 Manchester Road,  Suite 104, St. Louis, MO  63144    
    Please return this information by September 19, 2013 

 Planning is in full swing for the Fall Conference in Sedalia at the Community College on Saturday, October 
5, 2013.  Presentations and discussion include: Agriculture Study, Testimony Training, Membership Leadership 
Development (MLD), Fund Raising, Legislative Update and Social Media.  This is a great opportunity to renew ac-
quaintances, meet new members who share your enthusiasm, learn new things and generally have a good 
time.  Costs, which include snacks, lunch and handouts remain at $15!  
 We'll be meeting in Thompson Conference Center in the Heckart Building - same as last few years. Park-
ing from back side is closest.  
 Mary Merritt has reserved a block of rooms at Comfort Inn Sedalia Station, 3600 West Broadway, 
660-829-5050,  cinn@charter.net.   You can make your own reservation or let Mary know and she will take care of 
them for you.  The rate is $78 single or double - when making reservations be sure to ask for League of Women 
Voters - they are holding this block and rate until September 27.   Peg Prendergast  
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Officers 
President:  Elaine Blodgett 
Vice President:  Debby Waite Howard 
Secretary: Marilyn McLeod 
Treasurer: Jerry Osborne 
 

Directors 
Allison Cash 
Nancy Copenhaver: Public Advocacy 
 for Voter Protection (PAVP) 
Barb Davis: Voter Service, Oral History 
 Project, Health 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
Pauli Kendrick 
Linda McDaniel: Elections 
Marty Ott: Legislative Action 
Peg Prendergast: Empowering Young 
 Voters 
Open:  Education, Environment 
Open: Missouri Voter  
 

Nominating Committee 
Cindy Stephens, Chair 
Mary Merritt 
Lael Von Holt 
  
LWVUS Board Liaison: Janis  
   McMillen 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
 Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
Want to check the accuracy of  
allegations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

Local League Activities 
Kansas City/J/C/P: 
 Kansas City/Jackson/Clay/Platte counties kicked off the year with a 
presentation on the Impacts of ALEC and what League members should be 
aware of as legislation gears up for the coming year.  The summer months 
were spent collaborating with several organizations in planning events for 
Women’s Equality Week: Aug 25-30.  LWV and AAUW sponsored a program 
at the National Archives Aug. 28 titled 3-State Strategy: Equal Rights Amend-
ment Panel.  Panelists included: Mary Mosley, Co-Chair Missouri ERA/NOW; 
Barbara Clark-Evans, Director of the Intercultural Center, KCK Community 
College; Representative Judy Morgan, Missouri District 24 and Deleta Wil-
liams, Former Representative Missouri District 121.  Stephene Moore, re-
gional director for HHS will speak at our September general meeting about 
implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, including 
what will happen in Missouri, which has declined to establish a health insur-
ance exchange, pursuant to the law.  Another project underway is Empower-
ing Women Across Kansas City, more on that in the next MO Voter. 
  
St. Louis: 
 St. Louis kicks off the new year with both work and play.  League 
friends will gather on August 23rd for a “Day on the Hill” the traditional Italian 
American neighborhood.  We will tour the local soap factory, visit the Italian 
grocery and bakery, and have lunch together.  Labor Day is our Tailgate Sale 
in University City’s Loop, and our September 11th Kickoff will feature a panel 
discussion with scientists and a Monsanto representative to present the pros 
and cons of GMOs.  We expect members of the public.  Our committees are 
gearing up, unit meeting programs getting finalized.  In other words, we are 
off and running!  We are busy monitoring the Medicaid expansion discus-
sions and preparing ourselves for more voter suppression legislative pro-
posals.  We expect to help educate voters with some sort of Voters Guide for 
the November election and are working hard to make our October 20th Thea-
tre Party fundraiser a success.  We look forward to seeing many of you in 
Sedalia in October.  It’s almost fall! 
  
Southwest 

 We are partnering with the Healthy Living Alliance, Missouri State, 

Drury and Evangel Universities, and the City of Springfield and numerous 

other community organizations, on a “Walkable Neighborhood Project.” Along 

with hundreds of college and high school students, many other citizens will 

be involved in documenting, with multimedia tools, the current conditions in 

seven selected neighborhoods. They will also project a future vision for those 

selected.  The project aims to strengthen neighborhoods and public health by 

making them healthier, safer, and more pleasant to walk.  Project activities 

and results will integrate with and support related improvements efforts in the 

city.  The time line for the project is from September, 2013, till the spring of 

2014. 
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MEET US IN SEDALIAMEET US IN SEDALIAMEET US IN SEDALIAMEET US IN SEDALIA,  

October 5, 2013October 5, 2013October 5, 2013October 5, 2013    
Tentative AgendaTentative AgendaTentative AgendaTentative Agenda    

9:00-9:45 a.m.  Registration 
9:45—3:00 p.m. Welcome Agriculture Study Testimony Training  
 Membership Leadership Training Fund Raising Legislative Update 
 Social Media and Lunch somewhere in between 
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