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Medicaid Rally Report 

 
By Dianne Modrell, Health Care Chair LWVSTL 

 
Thousands came to Jefferson City in support of Medicaid Expansion.  Governor Nixon and 
presenters from varying perspectives spoke of the importance of seeing Medicaid offered to the 
250,000 - 300,000 additional recipients with inclusion of those up to 138% Federal Poverty Level 
(FPL).  Jobs - up to 24,000.  Nurses, Doctors and Hospitals will receive payments through the 
expansion with fewer patients (charity care) without payment at all.  Reducing emergency room 
use while increasing the health and well-being of our citizens would be of benefit.   
 
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA / ObamaCare) requires this 138% FPL 
coverage to qualify for federal funds at 100% return to Missouri during the set calendar frame of 
January 2014 through 2017.  Missourians have paid their share of taxes and should see the money 
returned to Missouri to help provide health care coverage for our most vulnerable, hard-working 
families.   
 
The majority party in the MO General Assembly does not agree.  Neither the Senate nor House 
has included money for the expansion in the State Budget.  MO House Bill (HB) 700 became the 
most dominant vehicle to transform Medicaid in Missouri.  Transformation has been the key 
word for Republicans, suggesting an expanded program that needs to be fixed would not be 
sensible.  HB 700 would provide for up to 100% FPL for qualifying individuals and 
families.  This would not meet the requirement for federal reimbursement.  Each day delayed is 
money left on the table by our legislature.   
 
HB 700 is not currently moving anywhere either according to both House and Senate 
leaders.  What then?  Contact both your House and Senate representative weekly -- or daily -- to 
continue the public voice for expansion to the 138% FLP population for full federal 
reimbursement.  Bring Missouri dollars back to Missouri. Cover more of our vulnerable 
population. Create jobs. Boost the economy by millions.   
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Several related bills are still being heard, but there isn't a specific health reform bill ready for a 
floor vote in either chamber.  Our voices may be needed to ask the House Leader, Speaker Tim 
Jones; and the Senate Leader, Tom Dempsey; to help shape and direct favorable health reform 
bills to a floor vote.  Some say there isn't time to make this happen. Leadership should lead. 
Timeliness is the imperative for action, however.  
 

 

Electoral Process – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Public Advocacy for 

Voter  Protection (PAVP) Chair 

 
The Missouri Legislature started hearing Photo ID bills very early in the session, with bills filed 
by Rep. Dugger and Rep. Cox.  In addition to the “enabling” legislation, joint resolutions were 
also filed requiring a vote of the people to amend the constitution.  This is necessary because the 
Missouri Supreme Court ruled after earlier attempts to mandate Photo ID for voting that this 
violated the Missouri Constitution.  
Both House bills have passed the House and Dugger’s bill has had a hearing in the Senate.  
Keeping both bills alive is often an option used in case one or the other gets bogged down with an 
unfavorable amendment.  Companion bills in the Senate were filed by Sen. Kraus.  LWVMO has 
testified against these bills requiring a person to provide valid government-issued photo 
identification in order to vote in an election as well as the constitutional change. 
 
Additionally, LWVMO testified in favor of bills filed by Sen. Justus and Sen. Walsh to allow for 
advanced voting.  It is possible that these bills might be amended to the photo ID bills which can 
cause problems when a positive result is tied to a negative outcome.   LWVMO also testified in 
favor of Rep. Neth’s bill to allow the current 16- year term limits in the legislature to apply to one 
house or a combination of service in either house.  Currently the limit is 8 years in the House and 
8 years in the Senate.  League would prefer that there be no term limits, but views this as a move 
in the right direction to allow the voters more leeway in determining their elected representatives. 
 
 

Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 

WHERE IS MISSOURI WITH MEDICAID EXPANSION?  RIGHT NOW—NOWHERE! 
 
Hot on the heels of a rousing rally at the Capitol this past Tuesday which was well-attended by 
Medicaid Expansion advocates, the Missouri General Assembly majority has declared Medicaid 
Expansion  “dead” for this session.   
 
Here’s how it happened, in a nutshell: 
--To begin with, neither the House nor Senate put it in the State Budget; 
--Rep. Jay Barnes’ HB 700 had been approved in a hearing in the Government Oversight and 
Accountability Committee and was scheduled for a hearing in the House Rules Committee, 
though unless Health and Human Service Secretary Kathleen Sebelius told Gov. Nixon a secret 
during their call about Medicaid Expansion that has not yet been announced, the bill wouldn’t 
meet 138% federal poverty level (it called for 100%FPL) requirements of the Affordable Care 
Act, and therefore, wouldn’t meet federal requirements;  
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--Next on the agenda was that President Obama announced he was recommending in the FY14 
budget that the planned $500 million cut in Medicaid disproportionate share (DSH) payments to 
hospitals be postponed a year  (these are payments to hospitals for part of the cost of caring for 
people who can’t afford to pay for their care); 
--The Senate and House majority said there is now no sense of urgency and the Senate said 
even if HB700 got through the House, there wouldn’t be time to get it through the Senate; 
--Rep. Barnes asked the Chair of the Rules Committee to remove HB700 from their agenda; 
--Even if Medicaid Expansion may be dead for this session, Rep. Barnes says discussions will 
continue. 
 
What happens next remains to be seen!  This session ends one month from today. There are other 
bills which cover some segments of health care, but none that are specific to overall Medicaid 
Expansion.  Some which are of interest and had their first hearings this week are: 
 
HB925-Changes requirements for providing comprehensive health care for public assistance 
recipients; 
HB926-Establishes MO HealthNet pilot project program and demonstration project to provide 
medical assistance to certain aged, blind and disabled populations. 
 
 

WHY THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET RECOMMENDATION MUST NOT DELAY 
MISSOURI’S MEDICAID REFORM DEBATE 

 
As mentioned in the article above, President Obama has recommended in his fiscal year 2014 
budget that $500 million dollars in DSH payments to hospitals be postponed a year.  The 
“Talking Points” in this article are provided by the Missouri Hospital Association and only hit the 
“high points” of the information.  If you would like the complete one page of information, contact 
me at bdavis@socket.net  (this is not a direct link—type it in!), and I’ll be glad to send it to you.  I 
also have some information in very understandable form on HB700.   
          
        
“It would be a costly mistake to wait a year to take action on Medicaid reform.” 

 

“The President’s budget is rarely adopted—DSH cuts may remain as Congress looks for 
additional savings to trim the budget.  The president’s proposal is not law; the cut to DSH 
payments was included in the ACA and is the law.” 
 
“Restoring Medicaid DSH payments for one year is a poor trade-off.  The majority of the curs 
to hospitals included in the ACA to fund Medicaid expansion in 2014 are from reductions in 
hospitals’ Medicare reimbursements, not Medicaid DSH.” 
 
“The president’s proposal doesn’t remove the Medicaid DSH cuts; it just delays them” until 
FY 2016 and 17. 
 
“Cuts in Medicare and DSH were designed to be offset by additional coverage.  Without this 

additional coverage, Missouri’s uncompensated care costs will continue to rise.” 
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“Waiting until next year will not delay ACA implementation. If Missouri does not adopt a 

reform law this year, Missouri will lose a year of 100 percent federal payment for Medicaid 

coverage of more than 300,000Missourians with household incomes below 138 percent of the 

federal poverty level.  Missouri will then only have two years of full federal funding to 
implement its Medicaid reform program.” 
 

 

Tax Policy – Sydell Shayer, Director and Tax Chair 

 
SB 26 is the disastrous tax bill that will reduce personal, corporate and business income and 
increase sales taxes. When fully implemented in five years this bill will cause a reduction in taxes 
of about $1 billion dollars annually. 
  
SJ26 is bad because it is an untried manipulation of the state’s whole tax system.  Income 

taxes are fair and equitable. Missouri can ill afford a reduction in state revenue with crucial 

state needs significantly underfunded or with programs cut. 
Corporations do not have a demonstrable need for tax relief.  
  
The sales tax is a regressive tax, negatively impacting people with low incomes who can least 

afford them. 
  
The bill passed the senate, was sent to the House Ways and Means Committee where it received a 
Do Pass and was then sent to the House Rules Committee.  The Rules Committee heard the bill 
yesterday, April 18 and voted it DO PASS. 
  
TIME FOR ACTION It is extremely important to call or e-mail your state representative 

because this bill can reach the House floor anytime. 
Talking Points (in addition to those in previous bulletins and alerts) 

- Cuts in revenue would result in cuts to all levels of education which are already underfunded. 

- Sharp budget cuts would directly decrease employment that is funded by state services 

- Reductions in education, infrastructure and corrections would make Missouri less attractive to 

business or entrepreneurial investment. 

- The bill benefits large corporations and business while increasing the sales tax on those with low 

incomes. 

- There is no evidence that taxes are the determinant factor in attracting business and investors to 

a state. 

- Economic development thrives on states that provide good service and a high quality of life. 

Please let the League office 314-961-6869 or  League@lwvstl.org know if you get a response. 
SB 350 This bill includes a provision to eliminate the Circuit Breaker Property Tax Credit for 
Missouri seniors and people with disabilities who rent their homes. A circuit breaker is a device to 
help alleviate the burden of property taxes for seniors and certain other residents whose incomes 
are below $27,500 if single and below $29,500 if married. They would get a tax refund when the 
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property taxes paid exceed a certain percentage.  Governor originally supported eliminating the 
renter circuit breaker credit on property tax.  He has since reversed himself and supports it. 
The League sent a statement against the bill to every member of the House Budget Committee on 
April 8, 2013, however it was reported out of committee DO PASS. SB350 was then referred to 
the House Rules Committee. We then sent a statement to the House Rules Committee which 
reported it DO PASS yesterday, April 18.  The next step is the House Floor.  Although we are not 
issuing an Action Alert, feel free to include this in your call to your representative if you are so 
inclined. 

  
 

Public Education – Marty Ott, Director and Education Chair 

 
HB 458 (Scharnhorst) The bill establishes Bryce's Law which authorizes a tax credit for 
donations to a scholarship-granting organization for special needs students to attend a qualified 
public or nonpublic schools of their parents’ choice. On April 18 it was listed on the House Bills 
for Perfection. When it is brought up for perfection, it may be debated “on the floor”. It may be 
amended during debate. The League opposes any measure to divert state funds to private, 
religious or home schools. 
 
SB 133 (Keaveny) is now on the Senate Formal Calendar, Senate Bills for Perfection. This bill 
would provide state aid for early childhood education for children ages three to five who are 
eligible for free and reduced lunch and are participating in a district-operated pre-kindergarten 
program.  The League recognizes the value and importance of pre-k program for all children, 
especially children who have the greatest need. 
 
SB 193 (Schaefer) to establish the Advisory Council on the Education of Gifted and Talented 
Children. was passed out of the Senate and heard in the House Elementary and Secondary 
Committee on April 17. It was added to SCS/SB 17 (Munzlinger) to create an advisory council 
for career and technical education programs and related student programs and approved by the 
House Higher Education Committee on April 17. This is a bill of interest. 
 
Other bills recently heard in the House Education Committee: 
 
HB 596 (Wright) to provide state formula aid to schcool districts for children ages three to five 
participating in a district-operated full-day kindergarten program. 
 
HB 821 (Montecillo) The bill includes a number of positive steps, creating benchmarks towards 
full formula funding, providing an additional $1 million in funding for evaluator training and 
establishing a pilot program of mandatory kindergarten in Kansas City and St. Louis City 
districts.  
 

 


