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Websites of Interest 
 

 lwvmissouri.org (state)  
 lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    Missouri Foundation for 
Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
   Missouri Legislature 

Information on local programs and 
projects should be sent to... 
 lindaskaiser@gmail.com  

 
Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
         April 10 (for May-June) 
         June 10 (for July-August) 

Upcoming Events 
 

• March 9, Sat., State 

Board Mtg., Columbia 

• March 10, Daylight      

Savings Time begins 

• April 2, Tues., Municipal 
Elections 

• April 17, Wed.,  Legisla-

tive Day, Jefferson City 

• April 22, Mon., Earth Day 

• May 3, Fri., State Board 
Mtg., Jefferson City 

• May 4-5, Sat.-Sun.,  

        Biennial convention,                             
 Jefferson City 

Oral History Project 

 Opportunities will be available during the State Convention as we join other states 
which have recorded their LWV history for our members to participate in the LWVMO Oral 
History Project.  Oral history is just that—the telling of memorable stories or events recorded 
on audio and/or video tape. 
 Interviews will be scheduled on Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday and will be 
conducted either by OHP Chair Barbara Davis, a LWV and convention committee member 
from Mexico, or another League member trained to conduct interviews.  Sign-up sheets will be 
available at the registration desk and at other times to be announced at the Convention. 
 Times will be scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis.  However, because of the 
necessity for delegates to be present during business meetings, they will have priority for 
times.  Interviews will not be scheduled during guest speakers or banquets.  Times will be 
scheduled in fifteen-minute segments and it would be helpful when signing up if the interview-
ee has an idea of how long they think their interview might take. 
 Here are some ideas to help you jump-start your thinking about what you might share 
for the Oral History Project (with thanks to the LWV of Oregon and others): 

• Why did you join the LWV? 

• What events stand out in your mind as you recall your years in the 
LWV?  

• How has the LWV changed in the years you have been a member? 

• What have you learned from your experiences in the League? 

• Is there someone in your LWV experience who especially stands put in 
your mind, and why? 

• How has the LWV impacted your personal life? 

• Anything else important/amusing/etc. that you can think of to share? 
 For further information, please contact Barbara Davis at bdavis@socket.net or 
               573-473-6775.   

This issue contains information about the 2013 convention in  
Jefferson City  this May.  Included are preliminary conference  

highlights and registration forms.  In addition, there are nomination forms 
(and information about) the  Lenore Loeb Sterling Achievement Award and 
the Harriett Woods Award for Exemplary Community Service. 

 
Mark the dates on your calendars! 
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Tributes and Memorials 

Listed below are the Leagues to which the donation was made, the person in whose name the donation was made 
and the names of those who made the donation.  Thanks greatly to all of you for assisting in continuing the work of the 
League of Women Voters. 
 

• Memorial received from Evelyn Heaton, Esther Myers aunt, to LWVMO Education Fund. 

• Memorial received from the Ellen Hartz Charitable Fund to LWVMO Education Fund. 

• Memorial received from Donna Hoch in memory of Ken Richcreek to LWVMO Education Fund for Kansas City, Jackson, 
Clay & Pettis Counties.   

Second Call to Convention 2013 
Your local League is in the process of  making decisions about its voting delegates AND its observers  -  in a grassroots or-
ganization such as the League of Women Voters, everyone has the right and responsibility to be heard. At the convention, we 
will hear reports from the past two years, elect State Board officers and directors, and adopt the budget and state program for 
the next two years. Although only registered delegates will have a voice and vote - ALL registered observers will have a voice!   
 

Registration  
 All convention registration forms are due by April 5. Forms for delegates and observers are included in this mailing. 
Please contact your local League chapter president about attending. Everyone who registers will be receiving Convention 
Workbook #1 with additional information before the Convention. The registration fee is $80, which includes the cost of lunch-
eon, banquet, breaks, and materials. 
 

Hotel Information 
 With its convenient downtown setting, the Capitol Plaza Hotel and Convention Center Jefferson City puts you 
right in the middle of everything you might want to see or do in Missouri’s capital city. Enjoy easy access to 
the Governor’s Mansion and State Capitol building. (Note that this is a change from the original convention 
location in Columbia). Single and double rooms, and junior suites are $89.00; King Executive Suites are 
$109.  Plus State Sales Tax and Lodging Fee. (A coupon for breakfast is available for an additional $10 per 
person). Free parking at the hotel.  
 To make reservations at the Capitol Plaza, call: 1-800-338-8088  And mention: MO League of Women Voters.  Their 
website is: www.capitolplazajeffersoncity.com  Deadline for reservations at this rate: April 12, 2013. 
 

Special Tour of Missouri State Penitentiary  
 Plan to come on Friday so you can participate in a fascinating 2-hour Prison Tour. The history of this institution goes 
from 1836 to 2004. We have scheduled a special tour for our group for Friday, May 3, from 3-5 p.m. This should be a very 
interesting experience, with former prison guards leading the tour! The cost is $12 per person, payable that day.  Please indi-
cate on your registration form if you plan to participate. (We need to have a minimum of 15). 
 

And Lots More! 
 Special guest speakers. Workshops. The launch of our LWVMO Oral History Project. The President’s Reception. 
The Awards Banquet. And a special fun “Wine Pull” Fundraiser. 
 
 We hope you will find this to be another educational, entertaining, and stimulating state convention!   
 
 
Your State Convention Committee,  Barb Davis (Mexico), Debby Howard (St. Louis), Joan Mills (KC/JCP), Janie Riley 
(Moberly), Carol Schreiber (Columbia), and Marilyn McLeod (Columbia) Chair  
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Featured Convention Speakers 

            Secretary of State Jason Kander 
Luncheon Keynote Speaker 

 
Jason Kander, 31, was sworn in as Missouri’s 39th Secretary of State in 2013. A former U.S. Army Captain, Jason 
is a veteran of the war in Afghanistan. Prior to his election as Secretary of State, he practiced law, represented 
Kansas City in the Missouri General Assembly, and served on the Missouri Veterans Commission. He is a gradu-
ate of American University and Georgetown Law School and is America’s youngest statewide elected Official. 
 

Brian Colby—-Missouri Health Advocacy Alliance 
 

Brian Colby is the director of Policy and Outreach for the Alliance, a statewide non-profit advocacy organization dedicated to 
quality affordable health care for all. The Alliance works in partnership with national, state and local consumer organizations, 
policymakers, and foundations, providing leadership and support to change the health care system so it serves everyone – 
especially vulnerable members of society. 
 

Judy Golberg and Elaine Blodgett 
“Keys to a Healthy Organization:  Membership and Leadership” 

 
Judy Golberg and Elaine Blodgett will lead a workshop on MLD -Old ideas presented to a new generation in modern lan-
guage. Judy was appointed as a Ruth S. Shur Fellow in 2012 and works with Missouri and Iowa as their national coach for the 
Membership and Leadership Development (MLD) program. She is the President of her local League for the second time and 
has served as president of Washington State League. Elaine has twice served as president of the Columbia and St. Charles 
area Leagues and has served as president of  LWVMO. (There will also be another workshop —details to be announced.) 

 
Margot McMillen—“The Golden Lane” 

Awards Banquet 
 

“The Golden Lane: Missouri’s Forgotten Women’s Movement” will be the subject of our presenter at the Awards 
dinner on Saturday.  Margot has written this book on suffrage history in Missouri, as well as five other books, and 
teaches at Westminster University in Fulton.  Enjoy this opportunity to learn (or re-learn) about this part of our 
very own history. (Copies of the book will be available for purchase and signing by the author.)  At the banquet, 
we will present the Harriett Woods Award for Exemplary Community Service and the Lenore Loeb Sterling 
Achievement Award. 

  

Nominations are now open for the Lenore Loeb Sterling Achievement Award and the Harriett Woods Award 
for Exemplary Community Service. 

The Lenore Loeb Sterling Achievement Award was established in 1989 and The Harriett Woods Award for 
Exemplary Community Service was established 1n 1995. Each is given to a deserving recipient at state convention 
every two years. 
Anyone can submit a nomination for these two awards. The presentations will take place at State Convention in May 
of 2013.  

Information about the awards, guidelines and the nomination forms follow.  It is, however, not necessary to 
use the forms to make a nomination.  Additional information can be secured by contacting Rachel Farr Fitch at (314) 
361-4752 or e-mail: Rachel.Farr.Fitch@sbcglobal.net. 
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Awards 

 The Lenore Loeb Sterling Achievement Award 
 
1. The Lenore Loeb Sterling Achievement Award is based on the League of Women Voters principles or positions at 

the national, state, or local levels. 
2. The activity to be nominated must be initiated and completed at the local level. 
3. In order to be eligible for the bi-annual award, the activity must have been completed within two years of being 

nominated for the award. 
4. The award will be given at the League of Women Voters of Missouri State Convention. 
5.   The winner will be determined by the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Missouri or a commit-

tee named by the President of the League of Women Voters of Missouri and approved by the Board of Directors of 
the League of Women Voters of Missouri. 

6. The award may be for either an action project or an education project. 
7. The award may be given to an individual member of the League of Women Voters or to a League of Women Vot-

ers.  
                                                                 
Previous Recipients 
 
1989 LWV Cape Girardeau     2001 LWV Columbia-Boone County 
1991 LWV Taney County     2003 LWV Springfield-Greene County 
1993 LWV Springfield-Greene County    2005 Win Colwill, LWV Columbia-Boone County 
1995  Glenda Quinn, LWV Southeast MO    2007 Margie Richcreek, LWV Kansas City/JCP 
1997 Debora Biggs, LWV Springfield-Greene County  2009 LWV Sedalia-Pettis County 
1999 LWV Mexico-Audrain County    2011 Kathleen Farrell – LWV St. Louis 
   
 

 
The Harriett Woods Award for Exemplary Community Service 

 
1.   The Harriett Woods Award for Exemplary Community Service, hereafter known as the Award, will be 

presented bi-annually at the League of Women Voters of Missouri State Convention. 
2. The recipient of the award will be an individual. 
3. The recipient of the award will be a member of the League of Women Voters of Missouri at the time 

the Award was earned and received. 
4. Anyone may submit a nomination. 
5. Nominations must be in writing and submitted as announced on the nomination form. 
6. The final decision of the recipient will be made by a committee appointed by the President of the League of Wom-

en Voters of Missouri. 
7. The service or activity does not have to be a League of Women Voters’ project, but must be compatible with 

League of Women Voters’ mission and not in conflict with League of Women Voters’ program positions. 
8. The Criteria for the award will include, but will not be limited to: 
 a. An individual who goes beyond the normal scope of service 
 b. A service or activity that affects a large number of individuals 
 c. A service or activity that enhances a community (not necessarily a city) 
 
Previous Recipients 
1995 Harriett Woods, LWV St. Louis   2005 Laura Worstell, LWV Mexico-Audrain County 
1997 Linda Ahmann, LWV Mexico-Audrain County  2007 Carol Portman, LWV St. Louis 
1999 Liz Schmidt, LWV Columbia-Boone County  2009 Win Colwill, LWV Columbia-Boone County 
2003 Dora Gianoulakis, LWV St. Louis   2011 Sydell Shayer, LWV St. Louis 



The Lenore Loeb Sterling Achievement Award 
2013 Nomination Form 

 

Name of Nominee (League or Individual):  
 
If nominee is an individual: 
 Address:                                                                                                                                 

Phone:    Email:     Local League:  
 
Name and Address of person submitting nomination: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
On a separate sheet of paper: 
1. Give the League principle or position on which the project was based. 
2. Give the time frame for the project.  For the 2013 award, the project had to take place from May 2011 (the last 

LWVMO Convention) and be completed by January 2013. 
3. Describe the project and the number of people involved in the project. 
4. State the outcome of the project and its effects on the community. 
5. Identify which resources were used. 
6. Attach samples of publications, brochures, video tapes, news clippings, information about other publicity, etc. 
 
Nominations must be received by close of business March 11, 2013. 
 
Mail to:  The Lenore Loeb Sterling Achievement Award, League of Women Voters of Missouri 
  8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104,  St. Louis, MO 63144 
 
 
 

The Harriett Woods Award for Exemplary Community Service 
2013 Nomination Form 

 
Name of Nominee:  
Address of Nominee  
Nominee’s Phone:   Email:     Local League:                                                                   
 
Name and address of individual submitting the nomination: 
 
 
On a separate sheet of paper: 
1. Describe the nominee’s project/service/activity (hereafter referred to as Project). 
2. State why this Project was needed. 
3. State who benefited and approximately how many people benefited. 
4. State, if any, the Project’s long range effects on the community. 
 
Please attach documentation, photographs, copies of awards, copies of commendations, etc. 
 
Nominations must be received by close of business March 11, 2013. 
 
Mail to:  The Harriett Woods Award Nomination, League of Women Voters of Missouri 
  8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104,  St. Louis, MO 63144   
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Power the Voter 2013 

Grassroots Organizing Lessons Learned  
1. Planning, consistency and follow-through works. By regularly delivering on the original goals of the Power the 

Vote vision and sticking to the plan, Leagues realized incredible success, even when it meant saying “no” to competing ideas.  
2. Focused leadership is critical. Power the Vote would not have been possible without the enthusiastic buy-in and 

consistent support from the League’s national and grassroots leadership, staff, and supporters. Especially critical were the sig-
nificant investments made by external funders to drive this key initiative at the national office.  

3. Clear and public goals pre-determine success. By issuing the Power the Vote challenge early and often, the 
League made clear its goals and stuck to its promise to help volunteers meet them. Benchmarks helped us measure progress 
and adjust midway.  

4. Campaign planning must cut across all sectors. Power the Vote was different—and successful—because it uni-
fied and prioritized almost every aspect of the League’s internal operations. The Power the Vote drumbeat permeated every-
thing we did to engage members, raise funds, plan meetings and trainings, and develop programs.  

5. The message and the messenger matters. Multiple studies show that voters connect most when their personal 
values are on the line. Leagues were successful when they talked about voting in the context of what mattered most to their 
audience (for example, encouraging young people to think about the impact their vote could have on the future job market or 
college affordability). Messages can be more powerful when delivered by someone who resonates with the audience; all the 
more reason why strategic allies are a must to help get the word out. Keep it relevant and consistent, and you will break 
through.  

6. Leave room for flexibility. While the Power the Vote initiative presented an ambitious to-do list, it was also flexible 
enough to meet unanticipated needs. Example: groundwork laid in the lead-up to Election 2012 allowed for the national and key 
state Leagues to work together to respond quickly to voters’ challenges in regions affected by Hurricane Sandy.  

7. You are who you work with. The League could not do what it does without the support and enthusiasm of our 
many diverse and talented partners and funders. Collaboration truly is the key to driving long-term civic improvement. Thank 
you!  

A look Ahead 
 1.  The League will continue to work at all levels to protect voters. Voter suppression efforts began on day one of the 
2013 state legislative season, with renewed attempts to restrict voting rights through attacks on voter registration, voter roll purg-
es, voter photo ID requirements, and a rollback of positive reforms like early voting and Election-Day Registration. 
  2.  League leaders are on the lookout for opportunities to play offense. We believe some of the following pro-voter re-
forms can mitigate the challenges we saw in 2012:  

       a. Secure Online Voter Registration for all voters, not just those with driver’s licenses, to reduce registration 
costs and errors, and improve efficiency.  

       b. Permanent and Portable Statewide Voter Registration that allows a voter’s registration to follow him or her 
when they move, thus limiting Election Day confusion, possible disenfranchisement and the costs associated with provisional 
voting.  

       c. Expanded Early Voting that brings parity, consistency, and better options for all eligible voters - especially 
those who attend school, travel for work, or are too sick to wait in line on Election Day. This should include early voting hours on 
weeknights and on Saturday and Sunday. The League believes voters should never have to wait more than an hour to vote. 
Better early voting options can help us get there.  

       d. Improved Polling Place Management that allocates resources and staffing more fairly and ensures adequate 
support for our hard-working elections officials and poll workers. Better polling places will bring efficiency to our outdated system 
and mean a better experience for voters and election workers.  
 3. The League is continuing to build voter registration programs that effectively reach young voters, especially non-
college youth and high schools students, as well as new citizens and other underrepresented groups. We believe a more robust 
electorate will lead to elected leaders whose policies better meet the needs of all Americans.  
 4. The League is innovating by identifying new technologies and methods for providing voters with the information they 
need to cast a vote, including continuously improving voters’ experience with our award-winning VOTE411.org website.  
 5. We aim to expand our on-the-ground voter mobilization programs, with a particular emphasis on targeting the voters 
least likely to have the information they need before Election Day.  
 6. Finally, the League looks forward to working with partners and funders to develop integrated, focused initiatives like 
Power the Vote to effectively support the millions of voters we reach.  
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Officers 
President:  Lois Detrick 
1st Vice President:  Debby Waite 
 Howard 
2nd Vice President:  Joan Mills 
Secretary: Cindy Stephens 
Treasurer: Janie Riley 
 

Directors 
Elaine Blodgett: Membership, Org. & 
 Development. of Leagues 
Marcia Cocozza: Agricultural Study 
Nancy Copenhaver: Public Advocacy 
 for Voter Protection (PAVP) 
Barb Davis: Voter Service, Oral History 
 Project, Health 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
Rachel Farr Fitch:  Awards 
Linda Kaiser: Missouri Voter  
Linda C. McDaniel: Elections 
Marty Ott: Legislative Action 
Peg Prendergast: Empowering Young 
 Voters 
Sydell Shayer: Death Penalty 
Open:  Education, Environment 
 

Nominating Committee 
Cheryl Barnes, Chair 
Linda C. McDaniel 
Jerry Osborne 
 
LWVUS Board Liaison:  Janis 
 McMillen 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
 Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
 Want to check the accuracy of alle-
gations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

Local League Activities 
Columbia-Boone County:  The Town Meeting with State Legislators was held 
early February in the Columbia Public Library.  The public was invited to hear 
area legislators give their views on the priorities of this year’s legislative session 
and how they think it will go and heard directly from them about the committees 
they serve on, key legislation, and actions they would like to see taken. 
  The January CAT TV show was on Healthcare with Dr. Karen Edison, 
Director of the Center for Health Policy at the University of Missouri in Columbia. 
Jim Robertson interviewed her and she was able to clearly explain healthcare 
issues, ramifications of not expanding Medicaid and the future of healthcare.   
The program can be seen at www.columbiaaccess.tv/schedule (look for League 
Presents) and on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fG9_8MbyDMU 
 
St. Louis:  Visitors from the International Visitor and Leadership Program met 
with LWVSTL members on Friday, January 25th at the League Office. The 
group’s trip to the U.S., organized by World Learning and the State Department, 
is focusing on NGOS and Civic Activism. The team that visited in St. Louis is 
comprised of representatives from Botswana, Guyana, Mexico, Tunisia, Uganda, 
and Uzbekistan. Members represent various organizations and work for a variety 
of causes including: youth development and involvement; establishing democra-
cies; representing native tribes; LGBT rights; and women’s economic issues. 
 Most of the voter registrations take place following the Naturalization 
Ceremonies. Individuals are surprised when told there are at least 3 ceremonies a 
month in the St. Louis Federal District Courts. In 2012 LWV Information Service 
was present at 38 ceremonies held in 12 different locations. We registered 1262 
individuals out of a possibility of 2570.  We always are asked why some individu-
als do not register to vote…some are hourly workers and must get back to work, 
some are from Illinois (we cannot register for other states) and some must be on 
their way. 
 The books collected at the Holiday Luncheon were delivered to the Cir-
cle of Concern in Valley Park and the 100 Neediest Cases office. At the Circle of 
Concern on December 15, parents of infant children to age 16 (representing 335 
families) shopped for gifts including the books. Donations helped provide 780 
children with holiday gifts.  
 
Southeast Missouri:  Women's History Celebration at the Cape River Heritage 
Museum, noon-2 pm, Saturday March 16, cosponsored by the LWVSEMO and 
the museum. Vickie Devenport will give a presentation (at about 12:30) on the 
women who taught at the Normal School in the early years (1890-1920). 
 
Southwest Missouri:  Unit meetings are designed to give direction to our board 
of directors about possible local studies for the coming League year. At its Janu-
ary meeting, the board narrowed the list of studies that members suggested at 
both unit meetings last month. At February unit meetings, the board asked mem-
bers to consider three possible studies: 

• Homelessness and mental health 

• Gay rights as considered by Springfield City Council 

• Funding of county government 
 In discussing local studies, League members will ask: Is there wide-
spread member interest? Is this a timely issue? Is government action the most 
effective way to address the problem? 
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LWV President MacNamara’s September testimony on the continuing importance of the Voting Rights Act:  “… Women in 
general and elderly women in particular are being disproportionately harmed by the new laws. In some instances citizens who 
have been voting for decades are being required to obtain birth certificates (which some elderly people do not have since they 
were born at home) and their wedding certificates in order to prove who they are and what is their legal name. In some states 
they are faced with a catch 22 – you must have a photo ID in order to obtain a birth certificate and you can’t get a birth certificate 
without a photo ID. In most cases there are costs associated with getting a birth certificate and marriage license. This becomes 
more complicated if you were born or married in a state in which you are not currently living. Birth certificates cost between $7 
and $30 dollars, depending on the state, and can take up to eight weeks to obtain….” 


