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Information on local programs and 
projects should be sent to 
 lindaskaiser@gmail.com  

 
Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
    
    December  10 (Jan.-Feb.) 
   February 10 (March-April) 
   April 10 (for May-June) 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Fall Conference, Sedalia, 

Sat., Nov. 10 

• Legislative Day, Wed., 

April 17 

• Biannual convention, 
Columbia, Sat., May 4 

State Board Meetings 
 

• Sedalia, Fri., Nov. 9 

• Columbia, Sat., January 

12 

• Columbia, Sat., March 9 

• Columbia, Fri.,  May 3 

LWVMO Ballot Initiative Positions 

 The November election will have a number of initiatives on the ballot.  LWVMO supports Proposition B, commonly re-
ferred to as the cigarette tax increase,  based on existing League Positions. 
 LWVMO opposes both the Constitutional Amendment 3 which makes changes in the Nonpartisan Court Plan and Prop-
osition E concerning the creation of state-based  health care exchanges. 
 LWVMO has taken no positions on the other ballot issue as there are no related positions in the Guide to State Action. 
 
For a description of all statewide ballot initiatives and the Voters Guide to all offices filled by a statewide vote, go to Vote411.org. 

The 2012 Election: 
What Happened and What It Means  

 Just a few days following the November 2012 election, the fea-
tured speaker for our fall conference will be Dr. Terry B. Smith, who will 
provide an analysis of the national and state election results and what 

they mean for policy and politics between now and 2016. We think his thoughtful comments 
will lead to lots of interesting discussions. 

Dr. Smith is Executive Vice-President and Dean for Academic Affairs and Professor 
of Political Science at Columbia College. He graduated cum laude from Central Methodist 
College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science and minors in English and History.  
He received both his Master of Arts and Ph.D. in political science from Michigan State Uni-
versity and was selected as a Fulbright Scholar to England in 1991 and attended the Institute 
for Educational Management at Harvard University in 2002. 

He is an American politics enthusiast, teaches political science classes at Columbia 
College and serves as a radio and television election analyst.  He gives regular political com-
mentary on a local radio station.   

 
Have you sent in your registration for  LWVMO’s Fall Conference?  If 

not, complete the registration form in the last issue or call the state office at 
314-961-6869.  For only  $15.00 you get lunch, coffee and early morning snacks, 
an opportunity to learn and to share perspectives with colleagues!  Come join 
us. 



Page 2 Missouri Voter November-December, 2012 

Legislative Report 

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter."   ~ Martin Luther King Jr.  

 The Veto Session of the Missouri General Assembly convened on September 12, 2012.  Of the 14 
bills vetoed by Governor Nixon, only one was brought up to override the Governor’s veto. SB749 (Lamping), 
would allow employers and health plans the right to deny a person’s freedom to make their own reproductive 
choices and would clearly be discriminatory, especially against women.  The LWVMO voiced support to sus-
tain the veto in a message to State Senators and Representatives. The Senate voted 26-6 to override the veto 
after a brief debate. The House took longer to reconvene for the vote, but eventually voted to override by a 

vote of 109-45, just reaching the required number of votes.  Immediately after passage, a lawsuit was filed contending that 
Missouri law cannot supersede federal law and is therefore unconstitutional. 
    League legislative priorities will be decided at the LWVMO Board meeting, November 9th. These will be presented 
to the members of the General Assembly as soon as possible after Inauguration Day in January, 2013. The opening date for 
filing legislative bills is early December, 2012. The Legislative Bulletin will be resumed providing up to date legislative ac-
tions.  (Editor’s Note:  If you would like to get each Legislative Bulletin by email and you are not already on the distribution 
list, contact the office to subscribe.  If you would like to get it via US Post Office, there is a small fee to cover the cost of print-
ing and mailing.  The Bulletins are also posted on the LWVMO website.) 
   Looking ahead, tentative plans are being made for a Legislative Day, partnering with American Association of Uni-
versity Women, on April 17, 2013. Watch for more details in future Missouri Voters.  
   Legislative advocacy assistance and suggestions are welcome. Please contact martyott06@yahoo.com. 
 

Marty Ott, Director 
Legislative Chair 

Thinking Differently 

 The other day I received the annual report from Oxfam from which I would like to share this thought 
where they are speaking about the struggle to help people change their thinking about poverty. 
“As anyone who has ever grown a garden knows, if you want a plant to flourish, it’s not enough to sow a seed; 
you have to enrich the soil.  It works the same way with ideas.  To overcome poverty, we need to educate people 
to think differently about poverty and its causes.” 

 I would venture to say that our work in the League shares the same basic premise.  We, too, are teaching 
people to think differently.  We have a whole generation of people out there who have grown up in the era of “No Child Left 
Behind” when reading and math became almost the only subjects taught through middle school and citizens today are woe-
fully lacking the skill to sift through the rhetoric and critically conclude what the facts are and what to conclude from them.   

Enter the League.  As we study the issues before us, we attempt to share what we have learned with the public.  
One of the most effective ways to do this is through a Speakers’ Bureau.  Members armed with pros and cons and details 
most people are not aware of, to share at meetings of groups around our respective areas.   So many times as I share what I 
have learned with friends I get the comment, “Why haven’t we been told this before? Where do I go to get further infor-
mation?”   I’m sure this has happened to you as well. 

Consider starting (or enlarging) a Speakers’ Bureau in your League.  We need to enrich the soil of those ideas to 
which we have access. 

Lois Detrick 
President 
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Notes from Our National Liaison 

   If you’ve ever wondered what LWVUS does for the entire organization and for state and local 
Leagues, you are not alone.  One of the many opportunities of serving on the national Board is to become bet-
ter informed about League function at all levels, to have a better grasp of the bigger picture, and to have oppor-
tunities like this one, through our liaison roles, to keep our members informed. 

 Our knowledgeable and experienced national staff of about 34 persons often provides the 
“frontline” responses when members have questions.  Their input is invaluable to the Board and to our members.  If answer-
ing phone calls is any indication of how often they speak to League members and to the general public, last year they esti-
mated answering over 30,000 calls! A handy guide is available (http://www.lwv.org/content/league-women-voters-staff) to 
direct you to the staff person most likely able to answer your questions.  

LWVUS has two main functions that reinforce each other in important ways.  These functions are performed by the 
national Board, relevant committees and task forces, and the national staff. 

The first is to represent the League in its entirety to the federal government, the national media, national donors and 
foundations and the public at large.  We advocate with all of these entities to share our message and our goals, inform elect-
ed persons of our positions, and seek grants and other funding sources to support our overall efforts.  These grants typically 
provide pass-through financial support to state and local Leagues.   

Secondly, LWVUS assists and otherwise supports state and local Leagues on both internal infrastructure issues 
and external programs and outreach. 

Finally, to support the above core functions, we do so with careful and prudent management of our funds and with 
input from our financial advisers.   We provide financial oversight and adequate information technology to enhance our com-
munications and ability to support our members.    
  What’s up for the next two years?  In January, we will ask Leagues to submit legislative priorities to guide 
our advocacy work and to provide guidance to our Lobby Corps.  A task force of members who are young professionals has 
been formed to enhance our outreach and our plans for attracting younger people to join the League.   The study adopted at 
Convention, to update our Agriculture position, will get underway soon.  The Membership-Leadership Development (MLD) 
Program will have been implemented in all 50 states by the end of 2013.  This very successful effort is leading to plans to 
implement a new “Local League Sustainability” program, by educating and supporting local and state Leagues in their ability 
to increase their fund-raising capabilities.  
  And of course, In June, 2013, National Council will take place in DC and in June 2014, National Conven-
tion will be held in Dallas. 

Janis McMillen 
LWVUS, 1st Vice President 
Board Liaison to Missouri 

Why is Being Positive the Better Idea?  

 As we engage in any organization we have hopes that our membership and leadership will be meaning-
ful.  It could be that we get things organized, or that we inspire others to do some task or to think in a different direc-
tion.   
   Or, we appreciate what we are doing and appreciate what our coworkers or fellow members are doing.  
   Who gets you to be actively involved in the work of their group?  Who is that member who inspires you, 

who knows that 'we can do this', or who is enthusiastic and you can't help but catch that feeling? 
   A few weeks ago several of us on the state membership committee watched and participated in an LWVUS webinar 
called “Appreciative Inquiry” with Jim Francek.  It's available online at:  http://lwv.adobeconnect.com/p2o3kmvwku2/  -  go 
check it out!  
   In your League or any of our local Leagues and state League, who inspires you to go ahead and do that 'job?’  I can 
think of a few people who inspire me.  They are the people who get excited, and/or are really organized and it seems fun and 
important.  Of course this election season is great for this kind of work, but start thinking about what interesting and exiting 
areas you can get into by studying, or acting upon what is needed. Bring those ideas with you to our November state wide 
meeting. 

Elaine Blodgett 
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News from Local Leagues—Part 1 
Kansas City/Jackson/Clay/Platte 
 Kansas City was honored to welcome LWV President Elisabeth McNamara on her ‘Road to Election 2012’ a 10 
state tour.  Her two-day stop in KC began with a reception where local members heard first hand LWV’s commitment to 
ensuring that every eligible voter is prepared and able to vote.  In addition members were able to talk one on one with Elisa-
beth.  What a great Sunday afternoon. 

 Monday was jam packed as we began the day at Center High School, where Elisabeth observed 
Margie Richcreek reach out to student’s with her presentation on empowering the youth vote.  The event at-
tracted two local television crews! And four of the students were registered to vote. This event served as a 
kick-off to the over 250 events held by Leagues across the country for National Voter Registration Day  
 Next we met with the Democratic and Republican election commissioners at the Jackson County 

Elections Board in Independence. Like most local election officials, their prime concern is to make sure everyone has a 
chance to vote on Election Day. Both commissioners expressed concern about the likely confusion over voter ID and are 
training their workers to give voters the correct information.  Elisabeth said it was great to meet with officials who are reach-
ing out and helping voters get the information they need. 

Elisabeth was interviewed by Adrianne DeWeese of The Examiner, Independence.  The article was published on 
September 26 and can be found at: http://www.examiner.net/news/x1238767964/League-of-Women-Voters-president-
encourages-registration 

We took the opportunity to sneak over the Kansas border and went to the Johnson County, Kansas 
Board of Elections and toured their warehouse where election workers are staging the equipment for 221 
polling places (a 20% drop from 2008). We then had a great barbecue dinner and great conversation with 
LWV Johnson County, KS Board members. 

The Kansas City Star ran an article, September 24 - ‘National League of Women Voters Prez at Center High to 
help register Voters.’  Read more at: http://pressreleases.kcstar.com/release/messages/28185/ 

Peg Pendergast, President 
 

St. Louis:   
“But Only the First Wife Can Vote!”   That’s what we heard from a representative from the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo when we met with nine women officials from French speaking Africa in St. Louis.  The group was very interested 
in the League’s history of citizen education and voting rights.  They looked at Vote 411 on line, our historic photographs and 
various advocacy materials.  They even “passed the hat” and left us with a donation to help with our work.   
   In the frenzy of the election season—candidate and issue forums, more speaking engagements than you can han-
dle, getting out the Voters Guide and the phones that never seem to stop ringing, we forget how precious the vote is.  Our 
sisters from fledgling democracies reminded us and gave us the encouragement we needed to stay the course. 
   St. Louis League members have had the busiest election season in recent memory.  We made 34 presentations in 
September and October, registered scores of new voters, visited senior care facilities and assisted residents with absentee 
ballots, finished both the on-line and print copies of the Voters Guide, prepared for candidate forums, advocated for voting 
“yes” on the cigarette tax increase, voting “no” on the judicial appointment and health care exchange prohibition.  We joined 
forces with women from the African American service sororities, the NAACP, the Health Care Alliance, the Missouri Bar 
Association, and the list goes on.  
 Something is different this presidential election year.  People are calling our office and walking in off the street to 
ask us for materials- in sets of 10, 50 and sometimes 100.  They see us as a leader against voter suppression efforts and 
the organization with the best information on voting and on the state wide ballot initiatives.  A reporter from Le Monde in 
Paris called us this week and spent part of two days with us while he was covering the Missouri Senate debate.    We were 
asked to staff an all Election Day hotline on KMOV, the CBS affiliate in St. Louis.  This invitation gave us pause because we 
didn’t know if we could pull it off.    But it is an opportunity to serve our community in a highly visible way.  We couldn’t say 
no and are even attracting some new faces in the League who want to help with this effort. 

We will be having mandatory training for this effort and also our office hot line.  We’ll let all of you know how it 
goes.  It would be great for local Leagues to do all over the state. 

Remember our friends lining up to vote in fledgling democracies and in our country as they face intimidation and 
misinformation campaigns designed to keep them from casting their votes. 
    So, hang in there our Missouri friends.  We hope to see you in Sedalia, put up our feet and share our best election 
season stories.    

 Linda McDaniel and Kathleen Farrell, Co-Presidents 



Mexico-Audrain County: 
 The Mexico Audrain League co-sponsored with the Mexico Noon Lions Club a Public Forum on the Ballot Issues 
Tuesday, October 9th. The Audrain County Clerk agreed to meet and clarify the ballot language of  the Constitutional 
Amendment and  the three propositions and answer voters' questions. 
              We set up this forum this in response to our members and the public's concerns about these issues.  The audience 
asked numerous questions about the fair ballot language as well as absentee voting and updating individual voter registra-
tions. Our county clerk is well informed and walked them through answers to all their concerns. We feel holding this forum 
well worth while and a real service to the Mexico community.  

Laura Worstell 
President  

Columbia-Boone County: 
 On October 11th, 45 LWV Volunteers presided over the Columbia Public School (CPS) teachers collective bargain-
ing vote. Volunteers served as election judges, ballot box delivery persons and ballot counters. Our volunteers served at 27 
polling locations during both a morning and afternoon shift and delivered the ballot boxes from these locations after each 
shift to the Columbia Public School administration building. Then the ballot counters counted and certified the vote.  CPS and 
MNEA agreed to make a significant contribution to the League for this service. 

Carol Schreiber 
Co-President 
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News from Local Leagues—Part 2 
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Presidential Debates and the League 

 It took over 100 years before the modern presidential debates took place  -  from Lincoln and 
Douglas in 1858 to the Kennedy-Nixon debate in 1960.  The 1960 debate was possible only because the 
Federal Communication Commission made an exemption to the equal broadcasting time rule so that the two 
major parties could have the debate and exclude all minor party candidates.  In 1976, broadcasters decreed 
the event a news event and, therefore, the equal time provision would not apply.  The League agreed to 
moderate the event, based on League procedures, and did so for the next two debates as well in 1980 and 
1984.  In 1988, however, the rules changed.  Below is the statement by  Nancy Neuman, president of the 
League of women Voters, when it pulled out of moderating the presidential debate. 

 
The decision I am here to announce was not an easy one to reach. It's the right decision. I know that. But not an 

easy one. 
From its start in 1920, the League of Women Voters aimed to inform people about the issues at stake in elections -- 

to open lines of communication between the electorate and candidates for public office. Beholden to no political party, the 
League has for 68 years been looked to for the even-keeled information voters need around election time. 

Soon after its founding, the League got into the business of bringing candidates and experts together in public to 
discuss and debate various positions on various issues. These forums were held at the local and state level -- in meeting 
halls, churches, synagogues, schools, and eventually on the radio. All in all, they turned out to be an excellent means toward 
the League's end of providing voter information and encouraging people to vote. 

In 1976, the League institutionalized debates at the national level by bringing televised, nonpartisan exposure to the 
presidential candidates' views, positions and priorities. Since then, the American voter has come to expect the League to 
hold presidential campaigns accountable and to keep the candidates accessible. 

1980 and 1984 were election years when television's potential as a campaign tool was fully realized. In both elec-
tions, the League stayed in the game, and we got the presidential candidates to agree to debate. The League is proud that 
we were able to bring Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, John Anderson, Ronald Reagan, Walter Mondale, Robert Dole, George 
Bush and Geraldine Ferraro before the voters in debates that proved informative even as campaigns were proving more and 
more image-driven and scripted. 

After the 1984 election, the League decided that it would go ahead with plans to sponsor a full se-
ries of primary and general-election presidential debates in 1988. In early 1987 -- our site selection process 
and other planning already under way -- the chairmen of the two political parties announced plans to sponsor 
their own series of debates. They had set up a commission, they said, and they thanked the League for all 
we had done and urged us to step aside. 

We did not. 
Since their press conference that day, the League has argued that an organization set up by the political parties is 

not an appropriate sponsor of presidential debates. Obviously, the political parties have a huge stake in the outcome of de-
bates and elections. And obviously, a political party will not be party to an event that puts its titular head at risk.  Under parti-
san sponsorship debates will become just another risk-free stop along the campaign trail. 

We forged ahead with our plans for debates in the fall of 1988. We sent proposals to the Bush and Dukakis cam-
paigns in May of this year outlining our recommendations for dates, site, format and other concerns. As the campaign pro-
gressed, however, it became clear that the idea of debates sponsored by the political parties had appeal with people who 
routinely squeeze all risk out of their candidates' appearances. They prefer instead to leave the American public at risk. 

After a couple weeks of negotiations around Labor Day, the Bush and Dukakis campaigns announced they had 
settled most points of contention, including sponsorship. The problem was sponsors were not in on any of it. The negotia-
tions over these critical events were carried out by the campaigns alone to serve the campaigns' interests. 

Throughout the negotiation, I asked that the campaigns open the door to the League. I was certain that the voters' 
interests would be better served if there were a third party in the room keeping campaign manipulations in check.  The cam-
paigns said no, keeping the voters' interest out of their discussions. 

 
(Continued on the next page) 
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Debates, continued 

 Representatives of the two campaigns came to us on September 28 just 
two weeks before the debate -- with an agreement that we ware told we had to 
sign. The agreement had been reached by the campaign chairmen, and it spelled 
out everything. 
 Between themselves, the campaigns had determined what the television 
cameras could take pictures of. They had determined how they would select those 
who would pose questions to their candidates. They had determined that the press 
would be relegated to the last two rows of the hall. They had determined that they 
would pack the hall with their supporters. And they had determined the format. The 
campaigns' agreement was a closed-door masterpiece.  The agreement was a 
done deal, they told us. We were supposed to sign it and agree to all of its condi-
tions. If we did not, we were told we would lose the debate. 

Obviously, we have been presented with campaign demands before. We 
have agreed to some, and we have challenged and negotiated others. But never in 
the long history of the League of Women Voters have two candidates' organiza-
tions come to us with such stringent, unyielding and self-serving demands.  In Win-
ston-Salem, they went so far as to insist on reviewing the moderator's opening 
comments. 

It turned out that the League had two choices. We could sign their closed-
door agreement and hope the event would rise above their manipulations. Or we 
could refuse to lend our trusted name to this charade. 

The League of Women Voters is announcing today that we have no inten-
tion of becoming an accessory to the hoodwinking of the American public. Under 
these circumstances, the League is withdrawing its sponsorship of the presidential 
debate scheduled for mid-October in Los Angeles. 

On the threshold of a new millennium, this country remains the brightest 
hope for all who cherish free speech and open debate. Americans deserve to see 
and hear the men who would be president face each other in a debate on the hard 
and complex issues critical to our progress into the next century. 

In closing, let me issue this challenge: The League of Women Voters is 
urging you, George Bush, and you, Michael Dukakis, to rise above your handlers 
and to agree to join us in presenting the fair and full discussion the American public 
expects of a League of Women Voters debate. 

Officers 
President:  Lois Detrick 
1st Vice President:  Debby Waite 
 Howard 
2nd Vice President:  Joan Mills 
Secretary: Cindy Stephens 
Treasurer: Janie Riley 
 

Directors 
Elaine Blodgett: Membership, Org. & 
 Development. of Leagues 
Sue Brockett: Resigned 
Marcia Cocozza: Legislative Action 
Barb Davis: Voter Service, Oral 
 History Project, Health 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
Rachel Farr Fitch:  Awards 
Linda Kaiser: Missouri Voter Editor 
Linda C. McDaniel: Elections 
Marty Ott: Education 
Peg Prendergast: Empowering Young 
 Voters 
Sydell Shayer: Death Penalty 
Open: Public Advocacy for Voter 
 Protection 
 
 

Nominating Committee 
Cheryl Barnes, Chair 
Betty Ann Gilbert 
Jerry Osborn 
 
LWVUS Board Liaison:  Janis 
 McMillen 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
 Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
 Want to check the accuracy of alle-
gations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

2013 Appointment Calendars are still available! 
  
Order Today:  Pay with a credit card at www.lwvmissouri.org or 314-961-6869 
or Mail form & payment to LWV, 8706 Manchester Rd., Ste 104, St. Louis, MO 
63144 
 
Calendar Pricing: Shipping and Handling: 
1 – 9 $ 5.00  each 1 – 3 $    3.00  26 – 50 $  20.00 
10 - 99 $ 4.50  each 4 – 10  $  10.00  51 – 99 $  50.0 
100 + $ 4.00 each 11 – 25  $  15.00  100+        call for quote 
 
See the order form in last month’s Missouri  Voter. 
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LWVUS Leaders list:  Late last week some of you may have received an email from "Election Boycotters and Intentional 
NonVoters of Conscience" asking the League to present "the right NOT to vote" or to "boycott" the elections as an option for vot-
ers to consider.     

LWVUS looked into this and it comes from a couple of individual citizens who are not affiliated in any formal way with an 
organized effort and of course, as some of you indicated, this request is completely antithetical to what the League is 
about.   There are enough efforts out there attempting to confuse voters or depress the vote/diminish people's power - which I'm 
proud to say we, at all levels of the League, are in the forefront of fighting.    

Please pay no attention to that email.  And thank you for continuing your work to educate and engage voters in these 
important elections – it is much appreciated! 

Janis McMillen, LWVUS Board 

Websites of Interest 
 

 lwvmissouri.org (state)  
 lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    Missouri Foundation for Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
   Missouri Legislature 


