
 Missouri local Leagues have joined forces to 
bring high quality information on candidates and ballot 
initiative for election year 2012. All local Leagues have 
agreed to work together to cover all Missouri Assembly 
and statewide races and state wide ballot initiatives. In 
addition, local Leagues will select local races that are 
important to their regions and add information on can-
didates and ballot initiatives into the VOTE411.org sys-
tem. Contributions from local Leagues and the Missouri 
state League made this important project affordable for 
all. Working together we can bring high quality non-
partisan candidate and ballot initiative information to 
Missouri voters.  
 The League of Women Voters of St. Louis’ 
Voters Guide for the April 3, 2012 election is well un-
der way. It will cover 868 candidates and over 75 ballot 
initiatives in Franklin, Jefferson, Lincoln, Warren, St. 
Charles, and St. Louis County. St. Louis City does not 
have an April election. We are learning how to use the 
system with our partner, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
which purchased VOTE411.org from the LWVUS in 
order to collaborate with the St. Louis league to provide 
voter information to the region.  
 Candidates seem very pleased with the new sys-

tem. They are able to enter their own information and 
upload candidate photographs as well as YouTube vide-
os. We are working out the kinks as we go along and 
will share our experiences with our League friends 
around Missouri. 
 Two years ago, the League of Women Voters of 
St. Louis’ work on the Guides received rave reviews 
from the public and the Post-Dispatch staff. It brought 
increased visibility to our organization, resulting in in-
vitations to facilitate high profile candidate and issue 
forums, guest opinion columns and other collaborative 
efforts. In addition to producing the content for the 
Guides, League volunteers distributed 30,000 copies to 
local libraries, senior centers, public recreation facili-
ties, churches, YMCAs and Starbucks.  
 The League of Women Voters of Missouri and 
local Leagues will reap the same kind of recognition in 
2012. When we work together, we can provide an in-
valuable service to Missouri. Special VOTE411.org 
training sessions will be provided at the May 5th State 
Council meeting in St. Louis.  
 Volunteer to work with your local league on the 
VOTE411.org guide in your area! It is an unforgettable 
experience. 
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Nomination Deadline Nears For Rachel Farr Fitch Health Care Award  
 

If you don’t honor your members, no one else will do it!  
 

Nominations for the Rachel Farr Fitch Health Care Award must be received in the League office by March 15, 
2012. This is a good way to let the community know what the League is doing in the area of health care reform 

and at the same time honor your League and members who have given so much of their time and energy.  
 

If you need information or forms for submitting a nomination, please call Rachel at 314-361-4752 or call the 
office 314-961-6869 and leave a message. Rachel can be reached by e-mail at Rachel.farr.fitch@sbcglobal.net 



President’s Message 
By Lois Detrick 

From where I sit….  
 One never knows exactly what will happen at 
the State Board Meeting! The meeting last month was 
an exciting and stimulating one, and one in which we 
ran out of time to do everything that needed to be dis-
cussed. But what did get decided was certainly im-
portant – LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR THIS 
YEAR. We have three: 
 
1. Opposition to voter photo ID legislation 
 
2. Equal access to education and opposition to  
      expansion of charter school 
 
3.   Healthcare exchanges  
 
 You will be hearing more from the directors 
Jo Sapp, Marty Ott and Barb Davis, respectively, 
about actions to take regarding these items. I would 
strongly suggest that every League have a board 
member assigned to track these legislative topics so 
as to keep all Leagues aware of what is happening in 
Jefferson City. Things are happening very fast this 
legislative session!  
 

 Additionally, National LWV is being very 
proactive in helping every League gear up for the big 
election in November. I will try to keep you in-
formed, and watch the Leaders’ Update for infor-
mation as it becomes available.  
 

 I was recently told by one LWV member that 
she had been reading the Privatization study materials 
online and was so impressed. She said this is really 
one thing the League excels at. I agree, so between 
the study and the election activities, this will be an 
active nine months. Perfect for letting all our new 
members see what League is all about, and giving 
them an opportunity to start showing some of their 
leadership qualities.  
    In League,  
    Lois 

Death Penalty 
Submitted by Sydell Shayer  

 
 For the first time in the Missouri Legislature, 
there is significant bi-partisan support for the elimina-
tion of the Death Penalty. This coincides with a national 
decline in the use of the Death Penalty. Public opinion 
is also moving away from support of the death penalty 
Although the figure still hovers around 60 % when giv-
en the choice between the death penalty and a sentence 
of life without parole, support for a life sentence in-
creases.  
 The League of Women Voters supports the abo-
lition of the death penalty. Forty state representatives 
sponsored an abolition bill in the house this past week. 
We hope this is a good omen that the bill will advance 
in the Legislature.  
 We have known for years that the death penalty 
has been used arbitrarily. In Missouri, there is little con-
sistency in the application of the law between and with-
in counties. Unfortunately, there is consistency in the 
fact that one is more apt to be sentenced to death if one 
is black, poor or the victim is white.  
Everyday prominent individuals, judges, governors, leg-
islators, and employees in the criminal justice system 
publicly acknowledge that the death penalty system is 
flawed.  
 They concede that the death penalty has not 
proven to be a deterrent to crime. However the two most 
prevailing reasons to end the death penalty are more 
practical.  
 Since DNA testing has become available, many 
death penalty and other inmates have been exonerated 
because they did not commit the crime for which they 
were incarcerated. Whether one agrees with the death 
penalty or not, there is great concern that an innocent 
person will be executed, and that can never be reversed.  
 But a very practically and compelling reason to 
oppose the imposition of the death penalty is financial. 
Capital punishment cost the public many times more 
than a sentence of life in prison.  
 Of course the most important reason for oppos-
ing the death penalty is that there is never a justification 
for taking another’s life. 
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NOTICE: The May State Council meeting will be held at St Charles Community College.   

                  The Keynote Speaker will be from the St Louis Federal Reserve Bank. 



Authored by Sydell Shayer and Jo Sapp  
 
 The right of every citizen to vote has been a basic 
League principle since is inception.  
Since the passage of the 15th amendment, which states that 
the right of citizens to vote shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any state, on account of race, 
color or previous condition of servitude, the United States 
has eliminated more and more obstacles to voting. The 
League has been an integral part of that effort.  
 Many state legislatures, including Missouri’s have 
decided to make it more difficult for an eligible citizen to 
vote. They have either introduced or enacted laws which 
would require all voters to present a government issued 
voter photo identification before they would be allowed to 
cast a ballot. What makes this photo identification objec-
tionable is the difficulty in obtaining the documentation to 
get the ID.  
 If currently proposed legislation passes, Missouri 
would require a Missouri Drivers License or a Non-
Drivers License as the documentation necessary to vote. 
Obtaining either type of license requires showing a United 
States birth certificate certified with an embossed, stamped 
or raised seal issued by a state or local government or a 
certification of citizenship, naturalization or birth abroad. 
These documents are frequently impossible for some citi-
zens to obtain even if they have the time, energy and finan-
cial resources to get them.  
 Since this campaign to suppress the right of citi-
zen’s to vote has spread, the League of Women Voters 
Education Fund has provided grants to selected state 
Leagues, including Missouri, through its Public Advocacy 
for Voter Protection Project (PAVP) to conduct advocacy 
and education campaigns. Jo Sapp, a member of the 
LWVMO board chairs this effort.  
 Support for photo ID is based on the belief that it 
will reduce or eliminate Voter Fraud. In fact, Photo ID 
does not address voter fraud generally; it only addresses 

voter impersonation. There are no documented cases of 
voter impersonation in modern Missouri history under ei-
ther Republican or Democratic secretaries of state. It is 
foolhardy to disenfranchise thousands of eligible voters for 
a non existent problem.  
 The League, working in coalition with Missouri 
for Fair Elections and the Advancement Project, is oppos-
ing legislation that has been introduced in the 2012 Gen-
eral Assembly. League members should be prepared to 
respond to action alerts on this issue.  
 The Missouri Supreme Court struck down a 2006 

Voter Photo ID law on the grounds that it is “a heavy and 
substantial burden on Missourian’s free exercise of the 
right of suffrage,” and that it “violated the Missouri Con-
stitution.” The 2011 Legislature made this November bal-
lot issue a constitutional amendment to avoid having it 
struck down again.  
 The 2011 General Assembly passed similar legis-
lation which the Governor vetoed.  It also placed a consti-
tutional amendment on the November ballot, which if 
passed, will enable laws requiring a government issued 
photo identification for voting. Obtaining a Voter Photo ID 
in Missouri requires documentation that may be difficult to 
obtain. The Missouri Secretary of State estimates that over 
230,000 eligible, registered voters in Missouri lack or can’t 
get the strict form of ID required by the proposals.  
 Vulnerable populations, especially African Ameri-
cans, young voters, senior citizens, the working poor, and 
victims of natural disasters are twice as likely to lack a 
current state ID. Under certain conditions, affected voters 
will be allowed to sign an affidavit and vote a provisional 
ballot. After signing such an affidavit, the voter still has to 
come back with the correct ID.  
 Currently legislation similar to that vetoed last 
session is moving swiftly. If the November ballot issue 
passes, the legislation will take effect. Therefore it is nec-
essary for League members and other like minded individ-
uals to explain the problems with government issued voter 
identification requirements to friends and acquaintances.  
Problems with the requirement are many. An argument has 
been made that requiring Photo ID is similar to the require-
ment needed to get on an airplane However, voting is a 
constitutional right and responsibility. Air travel is not. 
Additionally, under the proposed law, the forms of ac-
ceptable photo identification are severely limited.  
 Cost is also a factor. Proponents of photo ID say 
that there should be a provision for the state to reimburse 
all election authority costs associated with implementation 
of photo ID from general revenue, including the cost for 
individuals to get the necessary underlying documentation. 
It is estimated that the cost of implementing voter photo ID 
would be $20 million.  
The League, in conjunction with other groups, will be 
sponsoring education forums throughout the state to reach 
as many people as possible.  
 The League believes that the right to vote is a fun-
damental right and that all persons wishing to vote should 
be given a meaningful opportunity to do so. Insurmounta-
ble obstacles to voting such as government issued voter 
photo identification should not be a requirement to vote. 
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LWV Seeks to Educate All on Voter Photo ID; 
Forums to Discuss Proposed Amendment 



Education Foundation Formula Bills Considered 
by Marty Ott, Director and Education Chair  

 

 Two foundation formula bills were heard Wednesday, January 18. On the House side, the House Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Committee heard HB 1043 (Thomson). On the Senate side, SB 454 (Pearce) was 
presented to the Senate Education Committee. While the two bills vary somewhat, both are aimed at providing nec-
essary instructions on the distribution of funding when there is an excess or shortage in funding rather than altering 
the formula. These two bills have the support of the major education associations.  
 On February 1st the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee approved HCS/HB 1043 
(Mike Thomson) regarding how the school funding formula will distribute funds to districts in the case where the 
formula is underfunded. The HCS incorporates an amendment to limit the rate of growth in revenues considered for 
those “performance districts” selected to set the State Adequacy Target, 
the base amount per pupil in the formula. As the bill stands there would be 
a 1/3 proration for hold harmless districts on any increase or decrease in 
funding. In terms of the SAT, Thomson’s amendment put in place a mech-
anism that will essentially regulate growth.  
 The bill will now go before the Rules Committee, chaired by Rep. 
John Diehl, where it will receive an up or down vote...no testimony is of-
fered in Rules. Following approval in Rules, the bill will move to the 
House floor for debate. SB 454 has not been considered in Executive Ses-
sion.  
 The League of Women Voters supports HCS/HB 1043 and SB 
454 knowing that the passage is necessary at this critical time, but chal-
lenges the General Assembly to work toward securing the necessary equi-
table and adequate funding for public education. 
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