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Mexico League Wins Fitch Award 

   Congratulations to the League of Women Voters of 
Audrain County in Mexico, MO! On May 5, 2012, the League 
of Women Voters of Missouri Council "Your Vote Counts" 
met at the Saint Charles Community College in Cottleville, 
MO. The Mexico/Audrain County League was awarded the 
prestigious Rachel Farr Fitch Award for their presentation 
of a study "STD (Sexually Transmitted Disease) Aware-
ness in Audrain County".  Pictured are Mexico League 
members Barb Davis, Jaye Jackson and President Laura Worstell, Rachel Farr Fitch 
(for whom the award was named) and LWVMO President Lois Detrick. 
   The Rachel Farr Fitch Health Care Award is a good way to let the 
community know what the League is doing in the area of health care reform and at the 
same time honor your League and members who have given so much of their time and 
energy. The Council's overwhelming decision to select Mexico/Audrain County for the 
award was based on the concern and initiative put forth to heighten the awareness of a 
health problem in the community. 
   The League connected with the local Audrain County Community Health De-
partment to reach out to the community to heighten the awareness of the increased 
number of cases  of STDs (Sexually Transmitted Diseases).  The members took an 
initiative to actively pursue the topic and focus on communicating the importance of 
prevention in the community.  The alarming number of cases reported to the Health 
Department sparked the interest of the League members to pursue "telling the peo-
ple" about this problem that affects everyone in the long run.  
   Congratulations to the Mexico/Audrain League of Women Voters for your out-
standing efforts and high regards to improve your local community. 
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Local League Activities 

  The Sedalia League has been working on assembling the new 2013 calen-
dars and has scheduled a Candidates’ Fair for all primary candidates on July 19. 
 Columbia-Boone County had a fundraiser in June with a local theater com-
pany (underwriters covered the expenses) and two unit meetings (renamed “Learn and 
Share” ) on photo ID.  Two primary election forums are scheduled for July 12 and 17 
and the fall opening picnic for Thursday evening, August 30. 
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A Preview to the National Convention 

Editor’s Note:  The following article is adapted from a presentation by Sydell Shayer to the LWVMO Council 
meeting in St. Louis in early May.  Although there may be a few short observations from those attending the 
LWVUS convention in Washington, D.C. later in this issue, more extensive coverage of the decisions at the 
convention will appear in the next issue of the Missouri Voter. 

 
 If you have never been to a League convention attending one for the first time would be very impressive. 
The plenary sessions take place in a huge banquet room at a large hotel. This year there will be around 800 delegates from 
local, state, Inter-League Organizations and the national board. They will conduct business following parliamentary 
 procedure. Almost everyone who wants to speak will have an opportunity to do so. All statements are timed and the rule is 
strictly enforced. The convention is very orderly. The delegates accept the rules and abide by them.   

The official business of the convention is to nominate officers for the next two years, pass a budget, approve bylaw 
changes and choose program for the next two years.  However, the caucuses, exchange of ideas, speakers and              
camaraderie are just as important.  

The nominating committee:  The nominating committee chooses a single slate of officers and directors. This year 
the nominating committee chair is Elaine Blodgett, a member of the LWV of Columbia and a state board member.  Usually, 
nominations are not challenged however, the national president appoints a Campaign Oversight Committee in advance of 
the convention. It sets up procedures to make sure any non-nominated contender for the national board will have the same 
chance to present her or his views through a caucus and through a candidates forum. Linda McDaniel chaired that commit-
tee two years ago and I was a member of the committee four years ago.  I believe that there are no challengers this year but 
the procedure is in place just in case. 

The budget:  A two year budget cycle will take place for the first time at this convention. The proposed budget is 
about 4 ½ million dollars annually. The largest source of League income, about half, comes through direct mail. It is an        
expensive way to fund an organization. The Per Member Payment brings in about 25% of the budget. 

The national League is proposing an increase of $1 in the PMP for the coming year and none for the 2nd year of the 
budget.  It is recommending a new formula to determine the PMP. It would tie it to the Social Security cost of living           
adjustment (COLA) which is a measure of inflation.   It is based on the 3.6 percent Social Security COLA announced last 
October.   

This proposal is being challenged. The Connecticut League has published a ten page paper suggesting that the 
national League look at the larger financial picture and, until the study is completed, there should be a moratorium on a PMP 
increase. 

Proposed Program:  Based on the responses of the local Leagues program reports, the LWVUS has recommend-
ed that we retain all current national positions. [240 Leagues participated in program planning, 88 recommended the follow-
ing concurrence and 67 had no recommendation] 

The DC League recommended a concurrence with their Sentencing Policy position. The concurrence wording is: 
Sentencing Policy: The LWVUS believes alternatives to imprisonment should be explored and utilized, taking into considera-
tion the circumstance and nature of the crime.  The LWVUS opposes mandatory minimum sentences for drug offenses.  
Background material has been sent to all Leagues on this subject to help delegates make a decision.  

LWVUS also recommends a comprehensive program to educate members and communities on the issue of cam-
paign finance. This effort will build on the work of Leagues and the LWVUS Campaign Finance Task Force which was just 
formed. 
 In addition to the proposed program there is a list of non-recommend items which delegates may bring up for con-
sideration at convention. (See www.lwv.org for more information) 

Bylaw proposals:  Because of a drop in League membership and because many of the Leagues are quite small, it 
has been recommended to change the way the number of convention delegates are determined. The proposed bylaws 
change would give each League one delegate plus an additional delegate for a League with 50 members and a third dele-
gate for 100 members and so forth. Right now a League must have at least 100 members to have a second delegate. 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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A Preview continued 

Some additional happenings at convention:  State and local Leagues hold caucuses, usually in the evening or 
early morning.  Some of the announced caucuses that I have noticed are: Connecticut on finances and the PMP, the        
National Popular Vote, Health Care and one called Beyond polarization- Time to get more Women Elected, Violence Against 
Women and many more. Richard Parker of the Columbia League is proposing a resolution on the formation of a national 
Peace Department and will have a caucus on it. In addition, the League holds workshops on various subjects. 

There is a banquet. There is a dine-around where delegates sign up to have dinner with about 10 other League 
members.  There will also be outstanding speakers.  

A special fun event will be a performance of the Capitol Steps, a fundraiser for the DC area Leagues. The Capitol 
Steps are famous for their political satire and have a national following. 

I have been fortunate in that I have attending many national conventions. One of the most rewarding results is the 
opportunity to meet other Leaguers and established a friendship of sorts so that we could communicate throughout the year.  

I hope you have gotten a flavor of what a national convention is like and that it has whet your appetite so that you 
will want to get your League’s delegate spot two years from now.   

Stay tuned for post-convention news in the next Missouri Voter. 
 Sydell Shayer 

Director, LWVMO Board 

LWVMO Council 2012 

Right, Kathleen Farrell’s 
presentation on Vote411. 

Julie Stackhouse, Sr. 
 Vice-President, of the 
Federal Reserve of  
St. Louis  Joan Mills, Kathleen Farrell 

and Donna Hoch 
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Thank You! 

July 1, 2011 began my two year term as our state League’s treasurer, and what a year it has been!  One of my 
favorite things about League is meeting and becoming friends with many caring, intelligent, opinionated (and I mean that in 
a good way) individuals.  Two “moments” come to mind.  The first, geared around our “Bring Back the Day” campaign when 
League members from across the state donated funds to return Anna Mennerick, our joint office executive director, back to 
her full weekly hours.  A need was made known and the need was met. 

The second moment was the first National Council I attended about this same time last year.  Again I was blessed, 
meeting and becoming friends with many more caring, intelligent, opinionated individuals from across this great country of 
ours.  And I soon discovered many of the state Leagues are in the same situation LWVMO is facing, funding.  The president 
from Pennsylvania asked that those in attendance whose state League were having financial concerns meet after our daily 
session to discuss possible ways to fight this problem.  Thirteen states were represented and a great discussion began and 

lasted for almost two hours.  Reality set in, LWVMO is not alone. 
 There are several ways to attack this lack of funding problem— increase membership 
numbers and search for monies.  Elaine Blodgett is our state chairperson for membership, which 
those of us on that committee lovingly refer to as “Carrie”.  The Membership Committee is working 
very hard to help the membership chairs of our local Leagues to grow their memberships, for 
example, with ideas that have been successful in other Leagues.  It is working, our state numbers 
have grown.  Funding is a little more difficult. 

After much thought an idea emerged, approved by the State Board and is now in place.  Hopefully, by now you 
have all received a letter regarding a sustaining campaign.  Oh, I can hear it now, Janie’s asking for money again, and that 
is exactly what I’m doing!!  But the hope is that this campaign will help fill the state coffers until the state Development           
Committee can develop a plan for “out of League” contributions.  The sustaining campaign letter you have all received I 
hope explains this funding need we are facing.  And, I hope we can meet this need as we did previously. 
 If anyone has questions or comments, good and bad, I would love to hear from you.  Just send these questions 
and comments to me at jlriley@artsappliance.com.  I promise every email I receive will be read and you will receive 
a response.  League of Women Voters is a respected entity in this world of ours.  Please help LWVMO remain the vibrant 
organization we all enjoy being a part of. 

Yours in League, 
Janie Riley, State Treasurer 

Let’s Go Backward to our Communities 

   This article is being written less than 3 days before departure for the LWVUS conven-
tion in Washington, D.C., at the Hilton.  So far there is much being written about downsizing the 
national League and what to do about member funding of same.  I'll be curious to see what 
happens and will try to attend the Connecticut caucus to hear about their plan for rebuilding the 
league and downsizing national League.  Right now I'm most worried about giving my Power-
Point presentation on nominating the opening day of the meeting. And, members of our League 
here in Columbia are hoping members vote to pass a measure on peace, no more wars, and a 
Peace Department in the federal government. 
 As far as upsizing or downsizing any League or cutting back on money or dues,  it's beginning to look as if we need 
to think more like they did 92 years ago, when we all started.  Yes, times have changed but the initial idea of League for-
mation was to get people registered to vote, educate people to all sides of the issues AND TO WORK WITHIN OUR  
COMMUNITIES to make them better off on political/civic issues.  
 

(continued on next page) 
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   Frankly, we are doing wonderfully on voter service issues, but have we perhaps forgotten what our town, city and 
county governments have been up to?  Who observes the issues and goes to city or county meetings in your League?    I'll 
bet the issues, like: roads, sewers, public health are facing funding issues today, just like they were 90 years ago. Of course, 
then they were just beginning to pave roads and put in modern sewage.  
   After the raft of elections is over this fall, let's march on our city halls and county councils and begin looking at the 
issues facing our communities.  Funding is bound to be one of them.  Some communities and counties have lost population 
while others have gained. What affect is this having?  How about taxation: up or down? What's being cut?   If the public 
needs to be heard, we are the public.  Let's do it. 

Elaine Blodgett 
LWVMO Board Member 

Let’s Go Backward to our Communities continued 

What Can Local Leagues do on Campaign Finance? 

  In early May, LWVUS President Elizabeth McNamara sent an email to local presidents outlining what LWVUS in 
doing to address the huge money issue in political campaigns.  In that email, she identified three areas in 
which local leagues can address these same issues.  These are….. 
 
• Engage in the League’s Money in Elections reform campaign. Call on your Senators and Representa-

tive to support the DISCLOSE Act. Respond to LWVUS action alerts, reach out to your members to 
engage them in this topic, especially to meet with your federal representatives or their staff in the state 
or district. Write a letter-to-the-editor of your local papers and call attention to the problems of secret money in 

•  campaigns. Voters deserve to know where the money is coming from.  
• Participate in the “Stations: Stand by Your Ad” campaign. LWVUS is encouraging Leagues to participate in this project 

of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania that identifies ways TV and radio stations can 
reduce the number of erroneous campaign ads run by third party organizations. 

• Engage in public education about how to watch TV campaign ads – particularly those sponsored by third party (and sup-
posedly independent) organizations – with a critical eye. This effort can build on work already done by many Leagues to 
develop skills on “Debate Watching 101” and “How to Judge a Candidate”. LWVUS/EF hopes to produce some tips on 
this topic, but we need your help! If your League has developed materials on how to watch campaign ads, please send 
them to Pam Sterner at psterner@lwv.org, so that we can compile information that can be shared with all Leagues. 

 
  What is the “Stand by your Ad” campaign?  According to FlackCheck.org, “In past presidential elections, “third party 
ads” have contained a higher level of both attack and inaccuracy than candidate ads, a finding that holds up this year. There 
has been an unprecedented level and proportion of third party advertising in the 2012 election cycle.  While TV and radio 
stations are required to air (and are barred from censoring) federal candidates' ads, no such requirements govern the 
messages of third party groups, or product ads. And, significantly, stations have the right to insist on the accuracy of the 
"independent expenditure" ads they accept, much as they do with product ads.”  For more information, go to 
www.flackcheck.org. 
 
 A description of the “Stand by Your Ad””campaign and how the Leagues and others can get involved can be found 
at www.lwv.org/content/money-elections-what-league-can-do.  (Or, go to Members, then Advocacy… and finally Money in 
Elections.) 
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A Reflection on the Last Legislative Session 

This article will address issues that I followed during the 2011/2012 session. 
 

Taxes were one of them. Tax issues permeate almost everything the legislature does. Tax reform was on 
the legislative agenda.  Unfortunately, in most cases the legislature’s definition of tax reform defers          
significantly from that of the League’s. The League supports an adequate, balanced and progressive tax 

system to finance necessary governmental services, which emphases equity and the fair sharing of the tax burden. 
The League supported the streamlined sales tax which would have required the collection of sales tax on all                

internet sales whether the purchases were made in state or out of state.  The money realized from this tax would have gone 
to the political jurisdiction or taxing district as does the general sales tax. But along the way the bill was altered to use the 
sales tax to reduce corporate income tax. The League changed its position from support to oppose.   The League believes 
that corporations should assume a larger share of Missouri’s state tax burden not a lower one. 

The streamlined tax did not make it through the legislature this year. 
Although we did not get a chance to take action on the property tax credit for seniors (Circuit Breaker) this year, it 

was extended. The League was instrumental in establishing this credit many years ago. 
The League opposed the following tax bills. Fortunately none of them passed both houses. One was Tabor (the 

Taxpayers Bill of Rights), a constitutional amendment to limit spending in Missouri. It would have tied the lid to population 
growth and inflation. It limits the increased amount of money the state can spend to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) plus 
1.5% each year regardless of revenue and the needs of the state.  The League opposes the use of either revenue or          
expenditure limits to control the growth of state government. If there are revenue or expenditure limits, LWVMO believes they 
should be in state statues, not specified in the constitution.  Had this passed, it would have reduced the amount of money 
available to provide the programs and services that the League supports. 

The Everything Tax was a proposed constitutional amendment which would completely overhaul the present tax 
system. It would have eliminated the income tax and replace it with a sales tax. The amount of revenue collected would not 
have made up for the lost income.  Although this piece of legislation was a priority in the 2010 session, it thankfully did not 
gain traction this session.  

The Death Penalty. For the first time, forty-four legislators from both parties sponsored an abolition of the death 
penalty bill. It did not get very far. The League sent a letter to each of the forty-four legislators thanking them for taking this 
initiative. 

However, another death penalty bill seemed to have a chance but the strategy to get it passed failed.  It would have 
required the state Auditor to audit and compare the costs of death penalty cases and first-degree murder cases in which the 
death penalty is not sought.  It has become obvious from studies in other states that the cost of a death penalty case is many 
times more costly than a case where life in prison without parole is the sentence sought. The study would probably confirm 
that fact for the state of Missouri. An unsuccessful attempt was made to attach this bill to another audit bill toward the end of 
the session.  A moratorium on the death penalty would have held until the audit was completed. The LWVUS adopted a   
position in support of abolition of the death penalty in 2006. 

Perhaps one of the positions that the state League is most passionate about is its support for the Missouri Non-
Partisan Court Plan. The plan which removes judges from politics in certain Missouri counties has been a model for many 
other states. In the last few years the legislature has attempted to return the selection of judges to the ballot box. Although 
not successful in that effort, this past session the legislature passed a proposed constitutional amendment which will go  
before the voters in November to incrementally alter the Missouri Plan.  It would modify the composition of the Appellate      
Judiciary Commission giving the Governor more power in the selection of the commission. The Missouri Bar, past Supreme 
Court judges, the League of Women Voters and many others oppose this amendment.  
 The League and Advocacy:  This session the legislature, in many cases, provided little time for public input to 
many of the bills mentioned in this report. The state League was able to send letters, and e-mails on short notice while bills 
were being heard in committee. However, it was difficult to get an action alert out in time for League members to respond 
with only a day or two of advance notice when bills would be debated on the floor.  State board members following education 
bills and voter photo ID bills were able to do a better job in that respect.  

As you know the League’s job is never done. There will be several ballot issues which we will be working on. Look 
for ballot information in the next Voter. 

Sydell Shayer 
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Final Education Legislative Report 

 On January 30, 2012 the League of Women Voters of Missouri Board of Directors voted to make equal access to 
education and opposition of charter school expansion priorities for legislative action.  Bills relating to three issues, founda-
tion formula, charter schools, and tuition tax 
credits were tracked during the Legislative session. 
   At the onset of the session, education reform measures were the center of attention.  But due to placing some bills 
in an Omnibus bill and holding bills hostage over other education bills, only one bill of interest to the League, SS/SCS/SB 
576 (Bill Stouffer), regarding expansion of charter schools and charter school accountability and transparency was “truly 
agreed and passed”.  The League supported more oversight in sponsorship, but opposed expansion beyond St. Louis City 
and Kansas City as permitted by State Statues, Dec. 2006.  This bill allows 
Charter Schools to be established in all unaccredited school districts, provisionally accredited districts, and all accredited 
districts statewide with local school board sponsorship.  It expands the groups that could sponsor charter schools, and 
establishes a nine-member Missouri Charter Public School Commission that will be able to sponsor charter schools if other 
sponsors fail to provide oversight. 
   The League supported the foundation formula bills, HB 1043 and SB 454, to make adjustments to the formula due 
to the decline in general revenue and the state’s obligation to fully fund the formula as adopted in 2005.  The failure to pass a 
bill may mean that some districts, mainly formula districts, will not receive their full allotment as anticipated.  It is unknown 
how this may be resolved through the Governor’s office or DESE. 
   There have been many attempts in past years and again this year, to pass bills to give tuition tax credits to 
individuals or parents of children to attend non-public schools.  A Passport Scholarship Program was contained in several 
bills, and a tax credit for donations to scholarship granting organizations for special needs student made some movement. 
These bills never received a House or Senate vote.  The League opposes tuition tax credits as a means to divert public 
funds to non-public schools.  They 
will most likely be back next year.  
 Many thanks to the 
League members who responded 
to the Action Alerts as we were one 

Fact Checking 
 Want to check the accuracy 
of allegations  or emails?  Go 
to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

Voter Service Updates 

 Election season 2012 is off and running!  We are busy setting 
up VOTE411.org for the August primaries for the Missouri Legislature.  
Thanks to all of you in the local Leagues who are helping with this  
process.  We hope to get a statewide PR campaign out to get local 
newspapers and radio and television stations about VOTE411 before 
the August 7th election.   
  We are beginning to get a good sense of what statewide initiatives will be on 
the ballot in November.  Look for a complete list in the next Missouri Voter and contact 
us if you are interested in being a part of the statewide research team. 
   There’s a great deal of interest in these elections.  In St. Louis we are already 
lining up candidates forums, issue forums and fielding questions about the new districts 
that affect the August and Novembers elections.  This fall is a great opportunity to 
increase our visibility in our communities, develop good relationships with local public 
officials and election boards, and RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS!   
 

Kathleen Farrell, Chair 
Voter Service 
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Quick Notes from the National Convention… 
• Per Member Payment (National Portion of Membership Dues) increase to $31/year approved 
• Concurrence on Sentencing Report (LWVDC) approved 
• No studies for 2012-14 

 
See the next issue of the Missouri Voter for more details on these and other issues. 

Websites of Interest 
 

 lwvmissouri.org (state)  
 lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    Missouri Foundation for Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
   Missouri Legislature 
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