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Some of the following legislative information was presented at the LWVMO Spring 
Council on Saturday, April 5 in Springfield, MO. It has been updated for this bulletin. 
 
 
 

Electoral Process -- Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, Directors and Public 

Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) Chairs 
 
As reported earlier, on February 27, 2014 the Missouri House of Representatives passed legislation 
that could disenfranchise at least 200,000 Missouri voters. HJR 47 is a state constitutional 
amendment that upon voter approval would authorize state officials to require a photo ID during 
elections and weaken our state constitution's protections of the right to vote.  HB1073 would 
implement restrictive government issued photo ID requirements to vote.  
A letter was sent from Elaine Blodgett, President of LWVMO to all Missouri Senators urging them 
to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
The two bills were heard on March 31st in the Senate Financial and Government Organizations and 
Elections Committee and voted Do Pass on April 8, 2014. 
 
Please contact your senator and urge him or her to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
Work to Protect Voters Rights: LWVMO's First Steps Toward November was presented at the 
Spring Council on April 5, 2014. Local Leagues are encouraged to begin identifying individuals 
who may be impacted by the required Voter Photo ID, and identify community partners to build 
grassroots coalitions. 
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Health Care -- Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
During the current Legislative session, LWVMO submitted testimony in favor of HB1901 and 
HB1239 because they will cover adults ages 19-65 with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
varying. 
 

Medicaid Expansion can still pass this session and here's how you can help! 
 
1.  CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR AT 1-800 980-4407.  By putting in your zip code you 
will be connected with your state senator and can tell him or her that you support Medicaid 
Expansion!  Call again this week even if you've called before.    
2. TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATOR IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
 
Let's be part of making Medicaid Expansion happen in Missouri! 
 

Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
The Senate gave final approval (Third Reading) SS#3/SCS/SBS 509 AND 496 (Kraus) on April 1 
by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
attached. 
 
Pending Early Childhood Legislation as of 4/3/14 
 
HB1689 (Swan). Voted Do Pass, Not currently on House calendar 
Provisions: 
- Clarifies eligibility age for prekindergarten in public school districts offering such programs 
(age 3 before Aug. 1).  
- Pupils ages 3 and 4 eligible for free/reduced lunch (i.e. low income) attending preK 
programs in public school districts or charter schools that "meet standards established by the state 
board of education" shall be included in calculation of average daily attendance (ADA) for funding 
purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
see funding go only to "high quality" programs.  
- Limited to public/charter schools, because funding is folded into ADA funding. Some 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
 
SB538 (Keaveny), Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
 
SB795 (Lager) Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Repeals section 161.216, which prohibited establishment (by public higher education 
institutions, government, any entity receiving state funding) of a "quality rating system" for early 
childhood programs.  
 
Analysis: 
- 161.216 was passed because of objections to a DESE staff person (subsequently dismissed) 
who proposed a rating system for preschools (public or private). Ratings would become public 
information available to parents. Seen as excessive government interference in the private sector. 
This repeal would re-open the door for evaluation, monitoring, and comparison of early childhood 
program. 
- "Standards" mentioned in the bills described above, and required for preschool programs 
receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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JOIN US AT THE MEDICAID EXPANSION RALLY MAY 6! 
 
At the April 4 meeting, the LWVMO Board approved participating in the statewide MEDICAID 
EXPANSION RALLY at the CAPITOL in Jefferson City on TUESDAY, MAY 6.  This is the next-
to-last rally by advocates of many organizations and individuals throughout Missouri as the 2014 
session of the Missouri Legislature winds down.   
 
The day begins with a 10 A.M  BRIEFING in House Hearing Room 6 in the basement of the 
Capitol.  Attendees will be given INFORMATION about how to lobby the Legislature, including 
facts about Medicaid Expansion in Missouri.  In addition, there will be TIPS about how to deal with 
questions or “push-back” from legislators, should there be any.  Participants will then be divided 
into TEAMS with the number per team depending upon the number attending, and each team will 
go visit a certain number of legislators.  Everything ends no later than 2 p.m. 
 
Missouri Health Care for All, one of the sponsoring organizations, makes every effort to set up 
CAR POOLS for those who want them, or a group of LWV members could set up their own.  Gas 
cards are available for car pool drivers if they wish to use one.  LWVMO members will use a 
"DUAL REGISTRATION" method for the Rally--not difficult at all!  Both steps are important, and 
it is essential that both steps BE COMPLETED BY TUESDAY, APRIL 29.  FIRST, register with 
Missouri Health Care for All by CALLING 877-383-8884 or by EMAILING them at 
mohealthcareforall@gmail.com. SECOND, register with me by PREFERABLY EMAILING me at 
bdavis@socket.net (or calling me at 573-473-6775).   
 
If you want to carpool, call rather than email Missouri Health Care for All.  If there are enough 
people from a given region they may provide vans or busses.  We are using the dual registration 
system so that MHFA can have enough materials ready and I can have some special nametags 
identifying LWVMO members.  IF NECESSARY, Please update registrations or cancellations no 
later than May 5.  Questions???  Contact me!     
 
Barbara Davis, LWVMO Health Chair 



1 

LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN 

Published during the Missouri Legislative Session by the 
 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MISSOURI 
8706 Manchester Rd. Suite 104 St. Louis, MO  63144-2733 
314-961-6869 (fax 314-961-8393) 
Email:   league@lwvmissouri.org         Web:  www.lwvmissouri.org 

 

 
 

Volume XLIV,   Issue 5                                                                  April 11, 2014          
          

 

 
Some of the following legislative information was presented at the LWVMO Spring 
Council on Saturday, April 5 in Springfield, MO. It has been updated for this bulletin. 
 
 
 

Electoral Process -- Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, Directors and Public 

Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) Chairs 
 
As reported earlier, on February 27, 2014 the Missouri House of Representatives passed legislation 
that could disenfranchise at least 200,000 Missouri voters. HJR 47 is a state constitutional 
amendment that upon voter approval would authorize state officials to require a photo ID during 
elections and weaken our state constitution's protections of the right to vote.  HB1073 would 
implement restrictive government issued photo ID requirements to vote.  
A letter was sent from Elaine Blodgett, President of LWVMO to all Missouri Senators urging them 
to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
The two bills were heard on March 31st in the Senate Financial and Government Organizations and 
Elections Committee and voted Do Pass on April 8, 2014. 
 
Please contact your senator and urge him or her to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
Work to Protect Voters Rights: LWVMO's First Steps Toward November was presented at the 
Spring Council on April 5, 2014. Local Leagues are encouraged to begin identifying individuals 
who may be impacted by the required Voter Photo ID, and identify community partners to build 
grassroots coalitions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

Health Care -- Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
During the current Legislative session, LWVMO submitted testimony in favor of HB1901 and 
HB1239 because they will cover adults ages 19-65 with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
varying. 
 

Medicaid Expansion can still pass this session and here's how you can help! 
 
1.  CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR AT 1-800 980-4407.  By putting in your zip code you 
will be connected with your state senator and can tell him or her that you support Medicaid 
Expansion!  Call again this week even if you've called before.    
2. TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATOR IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
 
Let's be part of making Medicaid Expansion happen in Missouri! 
 

Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
The Senate gave final approval (Third Reading) SS#3/SCS/SBS 509 AND 496 (Kraus) on April 1 
by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 



3 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
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of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
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may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
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receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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JOIN US AT THE MEDICAID EXPANSION RALLY MAY 6! 
 
At the April 4 meeting, the LWVMO Board approved participating in the statewide MEDICAID 
EXPANSION RALLY at the CAPITOL in Jefferson City on TUESDAY, MAY 6.  This is the next-
to-last rally by advocates of many organizations and individuals throughout Missouri as the 2014 
session of the Missouri Legislature winds down.   
 
The day begins with a 10 A.M  BRIEFING in House Hearing Room 6 in the basement of the 
Capitol.  Attendees will be given INFORMATION about how to lobby the Legislature, including 
facts about Medicaid Expansion in Missouri.  In addition, there will be TIPS about how to deal with 
questions or “push-back” from legislators, should there be any.  Participants will then be divided 
into TEAMS with the number per team depending upon the number attending, and each team will 
go visit a certain number of legislators.  Everything ends no later than 2 p.m. 
 
Missouri Health Care for All, one of the sponsoring organizations, makes every effort to set up 
CAR POOLS for those who want them, or a group of LWV members could set up their own.  Gas 
cards are available for car pool drivers if they wish to use one.  LWVMO members will use a 
"DUAL REGISTRATION" method for the Rally--not difficult at all!  Both steps are important, and 
it is essential that both steps BE COMPLETED BY TUESDAY, APRIL 29.  FIRST, register with 
Missouri Health Care for All by CALLING 877-383-8884 or by EMAILING them at 
mohealthcareforall@gmail.com. SECOND, register with me by PREFERABLY EMAILING me at 
bdavis@socket.net (or calling me at 573-473-6775).   
 
If you want to carpool, call rather than email Missouri Health Care for All.  If there are enough 
people from a given region they may provide vans or busses.  We are using the dual registration 
system so that MHFA can have enough materials ready and I can have some special nametags 
identifying LWVMO members.  IF NECESSARY, Please update registrations or cancellations no 
later than May 5.  Questions???  Contact me!     
 
Barbara Davis, LWVMO Health Chair 
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Some of the following legislative information was presented at the LWVMO Spring 
Council on Saturday, April 5 in Springfield, MO. It has been updated for this bulletin. 
 
 
 

Electoral Process -- Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, Directors and Public 

Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) Chairs 
 
As reported earlier, on February 27, 2014 the Missouri House of Representatives passed legislation 
that could disenfranchise at least 200,000 Missouri voters. HJR 47 is a state constitutional 
amendment that upon voter approval would authorize state officials to require a photo ID during 
elections and weaken our state constitution's protections of the right to vote.  HB1073 would 
implement restrictive government issued photo ID requirements to vote.  
A letter was sent from Elaine Blodgett, President of LWVMO to all Missouri Senators urging them 
to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
The two bills were heard on March 31st in the Senate Financial and Government Organizations and 
Elections Committee and voted Do Pass on April 8, 2014. 
 
Please contact your senator and urge him or her to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
Work to Protect Voters Rights: LWVMO's First Steps Toward November was presented at the 
Spring Council on April 5, 2014. Local Leagues are encouraged to begin identifying individuals 
who may be impacted by the required Voter Photo ID, and identify community partners to build 
grassroots coalitions. 
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Health Care -- Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
During the current Legislative session, LWVMO submitted testimony in favor of HB1901 and 
HB1239 because they will cover adults ages 19-65 with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
varying. 
 

Medicaid Expansion can still pass this session and here's how you can help! 
 
1.  CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR AT 1-800 980-4407.  By putting in your zip code you 
will be connected with your state senator and can tell him or her that you support Medicaid 
Expansion!  Call again this week even if you've called before.    
2. TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATOR IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
 
Let's be part of making Medicaid Expansion happen in Missouri! 
 

Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
The Senate gave final approval (Third Reading) SS#3/SCS/SBS 509 AND 496 (Kraus) on April 1 
by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
attached. 
 
Pending Early Childhood Legislation as of 4/3/14 
 
HB1689 (Swan). Voted Do Pass, Not currently on House calendar 
Provisions: 
- Clarifies eligibility age for prekindergarten in public school districts offering such programs 
(age 3 before Aug. 1).  
- Pupils ages 3 and 4 eligible for free/reduced lunch (i.e. low income) attending preK 
programs in public school districts or charter schools that "meet standards established by the state 
board of education" shall be included in calculation of average daily attendance (ADA) for funding 
purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
see funding go only to "high quality" programs.  
- Limited to public/charter schools, because funding is folded into ADA funding. Some 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
 
SB538 (Keaveny), Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
 
SB795 (Lager) Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Repeals section 161.216, which prohibited establishment (by public higher education 
institutions, government, any entity receiving state funding) of a "quality rating system" for early 
childhood programs.  
 
Analysis: 
- 161.216 was passed because of objections to a DESE staff person (subsequently dismissed) 
who proposed a rating system for preschools (public or private). Ratings would become public 
information available to parents. Seen as excessive government interference in the private sector. 
This repeal would re-open the door for evaluation, monitoring, and comparison of early childhood 
program. 
- "Standards" mentioned in the bills described above, and required for preschool programs 
receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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Health Care -- Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
During the current Legislative session, LWVMO submitted testimony in favor of HB1901 and 
HB1239 because they will cover adults ages 19-65 with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
varying. 
 

Medicaid Expansion can still pass this session and here's how you can help! 
 
1.  CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR AT 1-800 980-4407.  By putting in your zip code you 
will be connected with your state senator and can tell him or her that you support Medicaid 
Expansion!  Call again this week even if you've called before.    
2. TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATOR IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
 
Let's be part of making Medicaid Expansion happen in Missouri! 
 

Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
The Senate gave final approval (Third Reading) SS#3/SCS/SBS 509 AND 496 (Kraus) on April 1 
by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
attached. 
 
Pending Early Childhood Legislation as of 4/3/14 
 
HB1689 (Swan). Voted Do Pass, Not currently on House calendar 
Provisions: 
- Clarifies eligibility age for prekindergarten in public school districts offering such programs 
(age 3 before Aug. 1).  
- Pupils ages 3 and 4 eligible for free/reduced lunch (i.e. low income) attending preK 
programs in public school districts or charter schools that "meet standards established by the state 
board of education" shall be included in calculation of average daily attendance (ADA) for funding 
purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
see funding go only to "high quality" programs.  
- Limited to public/charter schools, because funding is folded into ADA funding. Some 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
 
SB538 (Keaveny), Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
 
SB795 (Lager) Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Repeals section 161.216, which prohibited establishment (by public higher education 
institutions, government, any entity receiving state funding) of a "quality rating system" for early 
childhood programs.  
 
Analysis: 
- 161.216 was passed because of objections to a DESE staff person (subsequently dismissed) 
who proposed a rating system for preschools (public or private). Ratings would become public 
information available to parents. Seen as excessive government interference in the private sector. 
This repeal would re-open the door for evaluation, monitoring, and comparison of early childhood 
program. 
- "Standards" mentioned in the bills described above, and required for preschool programs 
receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
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last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
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also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
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3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
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by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
attached. 
 
Pending Early Childhood Legislation as of 4/3/14 
 
HB1689 (Swan). Voted Do Pass, Not currently on House calendar 
Provisions: 
- Clarifies eligibility age for prekindergarten in public school districts offering such programs 
(age 3 before Aug. 1).  
- Pupils ages 3 and 4 eligible for free/reduced lunch (i.e. low income) attending preK 
programs in public school districts or charter schools that "meet standards established by the state 
board of education" shall be included in calculation of average daily attendance (ADA) for funding 
purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
see funding go only to "high quality" programs.  
- Limited to public/charter schools, because funding is folded into ADA funding. Some 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
 
SB538 (Keaveny), Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
 
SB795 (Lager) Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Repeals section 161.216, which prohibited establishment (by public higher education 
institutions, government, any entity receiving state funding) of a "quality rating system" for early 
childhood programs.  
 
Analysis: 
- 161.216 was passed because of objections to a DESE staff person (subsequently dismissed) 
who proposed a rating system for preschools (public or private). Ratings would become public 
information available to parents. Seen as excessive government interference in the private sector. 
This repeal would re-open the door for evaluation, monitoring, and comparison of early childhood 
program. 
- "Standards" mentioned in the bills described above, and required for preschool programs 
receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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JOIN US AT THE MEDICAID EXPANSION RALLY MAY 6! 
 
At the April 4 meeting, the LWVMO Board approved participating in the statewide MEDICAID 
EXPANSION RALLY at the CAPITOL in Jefferson City on TUESDAY, MAY 6.  This is the next-
to-last rally by advocates of many organizations and individuals throughout Missouri as the 2014 
session of the Missouri Legislature winds down.   
 
The day begins with a 10 A.M  BRIEFING in House Hearing Room 6 in the basement of the 
Capitol.  Attendees will be given INFORMATION about how to lobby the Legislature, including 
facts about Medicaid Expansion in Missouri.  In addition, there will be TIPS about how to deal with 
questions or “push-back” from legislators, should there be any.  Participants will then be divided 
into TEAMS with the number per team depending upon the number attending, and each team will 
go visit a certain number of legislators.  Everything ends no later than 2 p.m. 
 
Missouri Health Care for All, one of the sponsoring organizations, makes every effort to set up 
CAR POOLS for those who want them, or a group of LWV members could set up their own.  Gas 
cards are available for car pool drivers if they wish to use one.  LWVMO members will use a 
"DUAL REGISTRATION" method for the Rally--not difficult at all!  Both steps are important, and 
it is essential that both steps BE COMPLETED BY TUESDAY, APRIL 29.  FIRST, register with 
Missouri Health Care for All by CALLING 877-383-8884 or by EMAILING them at 
mohealthcareforall@gmail.com. SECOND, register with me by PREFERABLY EMAILING me at 
bdavis@socket.net (or calling me at 573-473-6775).   
 
If you want to carpool, call rather than email Missouri Health Care for All.  If there are enough 
people from a given region they may provide vans or busses.  We are using the dual registration 
system so that MHFA can have enough materials ready and I can have some special nametags 
identifying LWVMO members.  IF NECESSARY, Please update registrations or cancellations no 
later than May 5.  Questions???  Contact me!     
 
Barbara Davis, LWVMO Health Chair 
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Some of the following legislative information was presented at the LWVMO Spring 
Council on Saturday, April 5 in Springfield, MO. It has been updated for this bulletin. 
 
 
 

Electoral Process -- Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, Directors and Public 

Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) Chairs 
 
As reported earlier, on February 27, 2014 the Missouri House of Representatives passed legislation 
that could disenfranchise at least 200,000 Missouri voters. HJR 47 is a state constitutional 
amendment that upon voter approval would authorize state officials to require a photo ID during 
elections and weaken our state constitution's protections of the right to vote.  HB1073 would 
implement restrictive government issued photo ID requirements to vote.  
A letter was sent from Elaine Blodgett, President of LWVMO to all Missouri Senators urging them 
to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
The two bills were heard on March 31st in the Senate Financial and Government Organizations and 
Elections Committee and voted Do Pass on April 8, 2014. 
 
Please contact your senator and urge him or her to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
Work to Protect Voters Rights: LWVMO's First Steps Toward November was presented at the 
Spring Council on April 5, 2014. Local Leagues are encouraged to begin identifying individuals 
who may be impacted by the required Voter Photo ID, and identify community partners to build 
grassroots coalitions. 
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Health Care -- Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
During the current Legislative session, LWVMO submitted testimony in favor of HB1901 and 
HB1239 because they will cover adults ages 19-65 with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
varying. 
 

Medicaid Expansion can still pass this session and here's how you can help! 
 
1.  CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR AT 1-800 980-4407.  By putting in your zip code you 
will be connected with your state senator and can tell him or her that you support Medicaid 
Expansion!  Call again this week even if you've called before.    
2. TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATOR IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
 
Let's be part of making Medicaid Expansion happen in Missouri! 
 

Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
The Senate gave final approval (Third Reading) SS#3/SCS/SBS 509 AND 496 (Kraus) on April 1 
by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
attached. 
 
Pending Early Childhood Legislation as of 4/3/14 
 
HB1689 (Swan). Voted Do Pass, Not currently on House calendar 
Provisions: 
- Clarifies eligibility age for prekindergarten in public school districts offering such programs 
(age 3 before Aug. 1).  
- Pupils ages 3 and 4 eligible for free/reduced lunch (i.e. low income) attending preK 
programs in public school districts or charter schools that "meet standards established by the state 
board of education" shall be included in calculation of average daily attendance (ADA) for funding 
purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
see funding go only to "high quality" programs.  
- Limited to public/charter schools, because funding is folded into ADA funding. Some 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
 
SB538 (Keaveny), Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
 
SB795 (Lager) Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Repeals section 161.216, which prohibited establishment (by public higher education 
institutions, government, any entity receiving state funding) of a "quality rating system" for early 
childhood programs.  
 
Analysis: 
- 161.216 was passed because of objections to a DESE staff person (subsequently dismissed) 
who proposed a rating system for preschools (public or private). Ratings would become public 
information available to parents. Seen as excessive government interference in the private sector. 
This repeal would re-open the door for evaluation, monitoring, and comparison of early childhood 
program. 
- "Standards" mentioned in the bills described above, and required for preschool programs 
receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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Health Care -- Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
During the current Legislative session, LWVMO submitted testimony in favor of HB1901 and 
HB1239 because they will cover adults ages 19-65 with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
varying. 
 

Medicaid Expansion can still pass this session and here's how you can help! 
 
1.  CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR AT 1-800 980-4407.  By putting in your zip code you 
will be connected with your state senator and can tell him or her that you support Medicaid 
Expansion!  Call again this week even if you've called before.    
2. TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATOR IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
 
Let's be part of making Medicaid Expansion happen in Missouri! 
 

Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
The Senate gave final approval (Third Reading) SS#3/SCS/SBS 509 AND 496 (Kraus) on April 1 
by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
attached. 
 
Pending Early Childhood Legislation as of 4/3/14 
 
HB1689 (Swan). Voted Do Pass, Not currently on House calendar 
Provisions: 
- Clarifies eligibility age for prekindergarten in public school districts offering such programs 
(age 3 before Aug. 1).  
- Pupils ages 3 and 4 eligible for free/reduced lunch (i.e. low income) attending preK 
programs in public school districts or charter schools that "meet standards established by the state 
board of education" shall be included in calculation of average daily attendance (ADA) for funding 
purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
see funding go only to "high quality" programs.  
- Limited to public/charter schools, because funding is folded into ADA funding. Some 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
 
SB538 (Keaveny), Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
 
SB795 (Lager) Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Repeals section 161.216, which prohibited establishment (by public higher education 
institutions, government, any entity receiving state funding) of a "quality rating system" for early 
childhood programs.  
 
Analysis: 
- 161.216 was passed because of objections to a DESE staff person (subsequently dismissed) 
who proposed a rating system for preschools (public or private). Ratings would become public 
information available to parents. Seen as excessive government interference in the private sector. 
This repeal would re-open the door for evaluation, monitoring, and comparison of early childhood 
program. 
- "Standards" mentioned in the bills described above, and required for preschool programs 
receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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that could disenfranchise at least 200,000 Missouri voters. HJR 47 is a state constitutional 
amendment that upon voter approval would authorize state officials to require a photo ID during 
elections and weaken our state constitution's protections of the right to vote.  HB1073 would 
implement restrictive government issued photo ID requirements to vote.  
A letter was sent from Elaine Blodgett, President of LWVMO to all Missouri Senators urging them 
to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
The two bills were heard on March 31st in the Senate Financial and Government Organizations and 
Elections Committee and voted Do Pass on April 8, 2014. 
 
Please contact your senator and urge him or her to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
Work to Protect Voters Rights: LWVMO's First Steps Toward November was presented at the 
Spring Council on April 5, 2014. Local Leagues are encouraged to begin identifying individuals 
who may be impacted by the required Voter Photo ID, and identify community partners to build 
grassroots coalitions. 
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Health Care -- Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
During the current Legislative session, LWVMO submitted testimony in favor of HB1901 and 
HB1239 because they will cover adults ages 19-65 with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
varying. 
 

Medicaid Expansion can still pass this session and here's how you can help! 
 
1.  CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR AT 1-800 980-4407.  By putting in your zip code you 
will be connected with your state senator and can tell him or her that you support Medicaid 
Expansion!  Call again this week even if you've called before.    
2. TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATOR IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
 
Let's be part of making Medicaid Expansion happen in Missouri! 
 

Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
The Senate gave final approval (Third Reading) SS#3/SCS/SBS 509 AND 496 (Kraus) on April 1 
by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
attached. 
 
Pending Early Childhood Legislation as of 4/3/14 
 
HB1689 (Swan). Voted Do Pass, Not currently on House calendar 
Provisions: 
- Clarifies eligibility age for prekindergarten in public school districts offering such programs 
(age 3 before Aug. 1).  
- Pupils ages 3 and 4 eligible for free/reduced lunch (i.e. low income) attending preK 
programs in public school districts or charter schools that "meet standards established by the state 
board of education" shall be included in calculation of average daily attendance (ADA) for funding 
purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
see funding go only to "high quality" programs.  
- Limited to public/charter schools, because funding is folded into ADA funding. Some 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
 
SB538 (Keaveny), Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
 
SB795 (Lager) Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Repeals section 161.216, which prohibited establishment (by public higher education 
institutions, government, any entity receiving state funding) of a "quality rating system" for early 
childhood programs.  
 
Analysis: 
- 161.216 was passed because of objections to a DESE staff person (subsequently dismissed) 
who proposed a rating system for preschools (public or private). Ratings would become public 
information available to parents. Seen as excessive government interference in the private sector. 
This repeal would re-open the door for evaluation, monitoring, and comparison of early childhood 
program. 
- "Standards" mentioned in the bills described above, and required for preschool programs 
receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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JOIN US AT THE MEDICAID EXPANSION RALLY MAY 6! 
 
At the April 4 meeting, the LWVMO Board approved participating in the statewide MEDICAID 
EXPANSION RALLY at the CAPITOL in Jefferson City on TUESDAY, MAY 6.  This is the next-
to-last rally by advocates of many organizations and individuals throughout Missouri as the 2014 
session of the Missouri Legislature winds down.   
 
The day begins with a 10 A.M  BRIEFING in House Hearing Room 6 in the basement of the 
Capitol.  Attendees will be given INFORMATION about how to lobby the Legislature, including 
facts about Medicaid Expansion in Missouri.  In addition, there will be TIPS about how to deal with 
questions or “push-back” from legislators, should there be any.  Participants will then be divided 
into TEAMS with the number per team depending upon the number attending, and each team will 
go visit a certain number of legislators.  Everything ends no later than 2 p.m. 
 
Missouri Health Care for All, one of the sponsoring organizations, makes every effort to set up 
CAR POOLS for those who want them, or a group of LWV members could set up their own.  Gas 
cards are available for car pool drivers if they wish to use one.  LWVMO members will use a 
"DUAL REGISTRATION" method for the Rally--not difficult at all!  Both steps are important, and 
it is essential that both steps BE COMPLETED BY TUESDAY, APRIL 29.  FIRST, register with 
Missouri Health Care for All by CALLING 877-383-8884 or by EMAILING them at 
mohealthcareforall@gmail.com. SECOND, register with me by PREFERABLY EMAILING me at 
bdavis@socket.net (or calling me at 573-473-6775).   
 
If you want to carpool, call rather than email Missouri Health Care for All.  If there are enough 
people from a given region they may provide vans or busses.  We are using the dual registration 
system so that MHFA can have enough materials ready and I can have some special nametags 
identifying LWVMO members.  IF NECESSARY, Please update registrations or cancellations no 
later than May 5.  Questions???  Contact me!     
 
Barbara Davis, LWVMO Health Chair 



1 

LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN 

Published during the Missouri Legislative Session by the 
 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MISSOURI 
8706 Manchester Rd. Suite 104 St. Louis, MO  63144-2733 
314-961-6869 (fax 314-961-8393) 
Email:   league@lwvmissouri.org         Web:  www.lwvmissouri.org 

 

 
 

Volume XLIV,   Issue 5                                                                  April 11, 2014          
          

 

 
Some of the following legislative information was presented at the LWVMO Spring 
Council on Saturday, April 5 in Springfield, MO. It has been updated for this bulletin. 
 
 
 

Electoral Process -- Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, Directors and Public 

Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) Chairs 
 
As reported earlier, on February 27, 2014 the Missouri House of Representatives passed legislation 
that could disenfranchise at least 200,000 Missouri voters. HJR 47 is a state constitutional 
amendment that upon voter approval would authorize state officials to require a photo ID during 
elections and weaken our state constitution's protections of the right to vote.  HB1073 would 
implement restrictive government issued photo ID requirements to vote.  
A letter was sent from Elaine Blodgett, President of LWVMO to all Missouri Senators urging them 
to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
The two bills were heard on March 31st in the Senate Financial and Government Organizations and 
Elections Committee and voted Do Pass on April 8, 2014. 
 
Please contact your senator and urge him or her to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
Work to Protect Voters Rights: LWVMO's First Steps Toward November was presented at the 
Spring Council on April 5, 2014. Local Leagues are encouraged to begin identifying individuals 
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Health Care -- Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
During the current Legislative session, LWVMO submitted testimony in favor of HB1901 and 
HB1239 because they will cover adults ages 19-65 with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
varying. 
 

Medicaid Expansion can still pass this session and here's how you can help! 
 
1.  CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR AT 1-800 980-4407.  By putting in your zip code you 
will be connected with your state senator and can tell him or her that you support Medicaid 
Expansion!  Call again this week even if you've called before.    
2. TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATOR IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
 
Let's be part of making Medicaid Expansion happen in Missouri! 
 

Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
The Senate gave final approval (Third Reading) SS#3/SCS/SBS 509 AND 496 (Kraus) on April 1 
by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
attached. 
 
Pending Early Childhood Legislation as of 4/3/14 
 
HB1689 (Swan). Voted Do Pass, Not currently on House calendar 
Provisions: 
- Clarifies eligibility age for prekindergarten in public school districts offering such programs 
(age 3 before Aug. 1).  
- Pupils ages 3 and 4 eligible for free/reduced lunch (i.e. low income) attending preK 
programs in public school districts or charter schools that "meet standards established by the state 
board of education" shall be included in calculation of average daily attendance (ADA) for funding 
purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
see funding go only to "high quality" programs.  
- Limited to public/charter schools, because funding is folded into ADA funding. Some 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
 
SB538 (Keaveny), Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
 
SB795 (Lager) Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Repeals section 161.216, which prohibited establishment (by public higher education 
institutions, government, any entity receiving state funding) of a "quality rating system" for early 
childhood programs.  
 
Analysis: 
- 161.216 was passed because of objections to a DESE staff person (subsequently dismissed) 
who proposed a rating system for preschools (public or private). Ratings would become public 
information available to parents. Seen as excessive government interference in the private sector. 
This repeal would re-open the door for evaluation, monitoring, and comparison of early childhood 
program. 
- "Standards" mentioned in the bills described above, and required for preschool programs 
receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
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$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
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purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
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Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
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SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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JOIN US AT THE MEDICAID EXPANSION RALLY MAY 6! 
 
At the April 4 meeting, the LWVMO Board approved participating in the statewide MEDICAID 
EXPANSION RALLY at the CAPITOL in Jefferson City on TUESDAY, MAY 6.  This is the next-
to-last rally by advocates of many organizations and individuals throughout Missouri as the 2014 
session of the Missouri Legislature winds down.   
 
The day begins with a 10 A.M  BRIEFING in House Hearing Room 6 in the basement of the 
Capitol.  Attendees will be given INFORMATION about how to lobby the Legislature, including 
facts about Medicaid Expansion in Missouri.  In addition, there will be TIPS about how to deal with 
questions or “push-back” from legislators, should there be any.  Participants will then be divided 
into TEAMS with the number per team depending upon the number attending, and each team will 
go visit a certain number of legislators.  Everything ends no later than 2 p.m. 
 
Missouri Health Care for All, one of the sponsoring organizations, makes every effort to set up 
CAR POOLS for those who want them, or a group of LWV members could set up their own.  Gas 
cards are available for car pool drivers if they wish to use one.  LWVMO members will use a 
"DUAL REGISTRATION" method for the Rally--not difficult at all!  Both steps are important, and 
it is essential that both steps BE COMPLETED BY TUESDAY, APRIL 29.  FIRST, register with 
Missouri Health Care for All by CALLING 877-383-8884 or by EMAILING them at 
mohealthcareforall@gmail.com. SECOND, register with me by PREFERABLY EMAILING me at 
bdavis@socket.net (or calling me at 573-473-6775).   
 
If you want to carpool, call rather than email Missouri Health Care for All.  If there are enough 
people from a given region they may provide vans or busses.  We are using the dual registration 
system so that MHFA can have enough materials ready and I can have some special nametags 
identifying LWVMO members.  IF NECESSARY, Please update registrations or cancellations no 
later than May 5.  Questions???  Contact me!     
 
Barbara Davis, LWVMO Health Chair 
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Some of the following legislative information was presented at the LWVMO Spring 
Council on Saturday, April 5 in Springfield, MO. It has been updated for this bulletin. 
 
 
 

Electoral Process -- Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, Directors and Public 

Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) Chairs 
 
As reported earlier, on February 27, 2014 the Missouri House of Representatives passed legislation 
that could disenfranchise at least 200,000 Missouri voters. HJR 47 is a state constitutional 
amendment that upon voter approval would authorize state officials to require a photo ID during 
elections and weaken our state constitution's protections of the right to vote.  HB1073 would 
implement restrictive government issued photo ID requirements to vote.  
A letter was sent from Elaine Blodgett, President of LWVMO to all Missouri Senators urging them 
to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
The two bills were heard on March 31st in the Senate Financial and Government Organizations and 
Elections Committee and voted Do Pass on April 8, 2014. 
 
Please contact your senator and urge him or her to vote NO on voter suppression. 
 
Work to Protect Voters Rights: LWVMO's First Steps Toward November was presented at the 
Spring Council on April 5, 2014. Local Leagues are encouraged to begin identifying individuals 
who may be impacted by the required Voter Photo ID, and identify community partners to build 
grassroots coalitions. 
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Health Care -- Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
During the current Legislative session, LWVMO submitted testimony in favor of HB1901 and 
HB1239 because they will cover adults ages 19-65 with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). We submitted testimony in opposition to HB1662 and SB739 because they will not 
cover those same adults.  We also submitted testimony opposing HB1969 because of the negative 
effect it would have on children in the Children's Medicaid Program (CHIP), as well as on women's 
health, infants, pregnant women, the blind and disabled. 
 
I have represented the LWVMO by attending several health-related meetings and conferences since 
last summer, including COVER MO, an umbrella organization which is providing guidance to the 
coalition of organizations and individuals working to see Medicaid Expansion become a reality.  I 
also try to participate every week during the legislative session in a conference call with many of 
these same people where we hear the latest about the state budget and health legislation.   Most 
months I'm also on a conference call with LWV health advocates from several states, the number 
varying. 
 

Medicaid Expansion can still pass this session and here's how you can help! 
 
1.  CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR AT 1-800 980-4407.  By putting in your zip code you 
will be connected with your state senator and can tell him or her that you support Medicaid 
Expansion!  Call again this week even if you've called before.    
2. TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATOR IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
3. PARTICIPATE IN A LOBBY DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY. Training and materials will be 
provided. See Rally Day information. 
 
Let's be part of making Medicaid Expansion happen in Missouri! 
 

Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
The Senate gave final approval (Third Reading) SS#3/SCS/SBS 509 AND 496 (Kraus) on April 1 
by a party-line vote of 23-9. According to the Missouri Budget Project, in an unusual special 
committee meeting on April 10th, the House Ways & Means committee passed SB 509-a massive 
tax scheme that will starve education, health, infrastructure, and other critical services of nearly 
$800 million a year when fully implemented.  The bill could be considered by the full House as 
early as next week.  Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
SB 509 is bad for Missouri's economy (Missouri does not want to be the next Kansas) and bad for 
Missouri's families.  While the wealthiest Missourians would see a nearly $8,000 tax cut, average 
Missourians would see just $4.75 a month.  But they would likely end up spending more in 
increased fees, sales, and property taxes.  Since Kansas cut its income taxes, it raised its sales tax 
and many localities have increased property taxes -thus hurting retirees even more than others. 
 
The perfected version reduces the top personal income tax rate of 6.0% by 0.5% over several years, 
beginning in 017. Annual reductions of 0.1% will occur if general revenue grows by at least $150 
million. The bill also creates a 25% deduction for business income over several years, beginning in 
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2017 using the same revenue growth figure. The bill also increases the personal exemption by $500 
for those with adjusted gross incomes of $20,000 and under. 
 
This bill would seriously undermine Missouri's ability to invest in public education, infrastructure, 
and other state government programs that enhance quality of life that make Missouri attractive by 
drastically reducing state general revenue. If passed it is expected that the Governor will veto this 
bill.  
Please call or e-mail your legislator to vote NO on SB 509. 
 
 

Public Education -- Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education Chair and Peggy Placier, 

Director 
 
Education Appropriations 
 
On March 27 the House of Representatives granted final approval to its version of a $26.63 billion 
state operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which begins July 1. The budget process is now in 
the Senate. Lawmakers must pass final version of the 13 appropriation bills that make up the 
operating budget by a May 9 constitutional deadline. 
 
The House budget includes a base increase of 122 million in state funding for public school 
districts. An additional 156 million would be allocated to local schools, but not until the end of the 
fiscal year after every other expenditure in the state budget has received its full funding. The 
Governor had recommended providing the full $278 million to local schools with no strings 
attached. 
 
Pending Early Childhood Legislation as of 4/3/14 
 
HB1689 (Swan). Voted Do Pass, Not currently on House calendar 
Provisions: 
- Clarifies eligibility age for prekindergarten in public school districts offering such programs 
(age 3 before Aug. 1).  
- Pupils ages 3 and 4 eligible for free/reduced lunch (i.e. low income) attending preK 
programs in public school districts or charter schools that "meet standards established by the state 
board of education" shall be included in calculation of average daily attendance (ADA) for funding 
purposes (not to exceed 2% of total ADA). 
- However, this funding provision will not become applicable until the "entitlement 
calculation" (funding formula) is met or exceeded.  
- Preschool attendance is not mandatory, per other MO statutes. 
 
Analysis: There may be three sticking points: 
- Standards for early childhood. These exist but thus far have been applied only for programs 
(public or private) that receive competitive early childhood grants. Legislators will look more 
closely at the standards if they become mandatory for ADA funding. Sponsors of the bill want to 
see funding go only to "high quality" programs.  
- Limited to public/charter schools, because funding is folded into ADA funding. Some 
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legislators want to fund private preK programs, but this will again involve the issue of state control 
of standards for those programs. 
- Why 2%?  
- Will be delayed until the basic formula for K-12 is fully funded. When will that happen? 
 
SB538 (Keaveny), Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Basically similar to above, but wording says "pupils between the ages of 3 and 5."  
 
SB795 (Lager) Voted Do Pass, Reported to the floor, in Perfection process 
Provisions: 
- Repeals section 161.216, which prohibited establishment (by public higher education 
institutions, government, any entity receiving state funding) of a "quality rating system" for early 
childhood programs.  
 
Analysis: 
- 161.216 was passed because of objections to a DESE staff person (subsequently dismissed) 
who proposed a rating system for preschools (public or private). Ratings would become public 
information available to parents. Seen as excessive government interference in the private sector. 
This repeal would re-open the door for evaluation, monitoring, and comparison of early childhood 
program. 
- "Standards" mentioned in the bills described above, and required for preschool programs 
receiving state grants, already exist and mirror the "quality rating system" created by the former 
DESE staff member. But they would apply only to public/charter schools. 
 
Accreditation/ student transfer (added to this report) 
 
SB 493 passed the Senate. This bill contains numerous provisions. It would require the State Board 
of Education to adopt a classification system that would accredit individual school buildings within 
a district, instead of the district as a whole.  Student transfers would be coordinated by three 
regional authorities: one for St. Louis city and County, one for Kansas City and Jackson County, 
and one for the rest of the state.  Another provision would require the State Board's classification 
system to accredit charter schools.  It includes an amendment that would allow students from 
unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
 
The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee heard SB 493 on April 8th. SB 493 
may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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unaccredited schools to transfer to private, nonsectarian schools within the district at local expense.  
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may reduce the likelihood of some districts becoming unaccredited and may reduce the adverse 
financial impact of the student transfer law. However, early childhood education and extended 
learning time were not included.  
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