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Tax Policy -- Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
SB 509 has now been passed by both the House and Senate and is on the Governor’s 
desk.  League is opposed to this bill because it will, when fully implemented, 
severely restrict state income by reducing income taxes on individuals and most 
businesses.  Studies have shown the reduction could be from $600-800 million per 
year.  The tax decrease for individuals would be very small, amounting to around one 
hamburger a month according to one study.  However, the huge majority of 
businesses in Missouri are small and medium sized businesses which report income 
through their owners via the individual income tax.  These would include lawyers and 
lobbyists (as noted by Governor Nixon) but also small restaurants, mom and pop 
businesses, many main-street retail stores, electricians and plumbers, handymen and 
house-cleaners.  In fact, some have predicted that many bigger businesses would 
change the way they report income to take advantage of this cut.  The "trigger" that 
was included in the tax cut requires that state income increase by $150 million before 
it takes effect, but that is a very small increase in the state budget and one that is 
needed just to keep up with inflation and rising costs. 
 
Such a tax cut would severely hinder Missouri from fully funding public education 
preK-12 and higher education as well as other basic services.  Raising taxes later 
would be extremely difficult as they would need to go to a vote of the people.  It 
seems a bit absurd for the legislature to be cutting revenue to the general fund while 
at the same time trying to pass a raise to sales tax to fund needed transportation 
issues.  For these reasons (and more) Governor Nixon is expected to veto this bill. 
(There is also now a report that the bill has a "fatal flaw" that would eliminate income 
tax on anyone making over $9,000 a year, the current top tax bracket, costing the 
state most of its income tax income.)  He has until May 1 to do so which would leave 
a couple of weeks before the end of session for the legislature to attempt an override 
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which requires a 2/3 majority of both houses.  Since the Republicans don’t have quite 
enough votes in the House to accomplish this (there are several empty seats) they 
may decide to wait until after the election in August, hoping to pick up a couple of 
seats, and attempt an override in the September veto session.  In the meantime, it is 
critical that all League members contact their legislators to express their opposition to 
this reckless tax cut at a time when many state services are suffering. 
 
Other tax bills continue moving through the process and it is possible that there may 
be one passed which is even more harmful to general revenue than SB 509 and would 
be sent to the ballot in November, thus bypassing the Governor’s veto pen.  Voting 
on a tax increase for roads at the same time as an income tax decrease would be a 
disaster for educating voters (but a windfall for those profiting from huge 
expenditures prior to elections). 
 
So . . . call and e-mail your legislator, inform your family and friends (and anyone 
else who will listen to you) and stay tuned to see what other interesting events happen 
in the next few weeks. 
 
 

 

Electoral Process  -- Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, Directors and 

Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) Chairs 
 
Action Alert on Voter Photo ID Constitutional Amendment HJR 47 
 
HJR 47 was placed on the Legislature’s informal calendar on April 23, 2014. 
This bill would place a constitutional amendment on the November 2014 ballot for 
voters to consider.  The bill would require voters to obtain and use a state approved 
ID in order to vote.  Why do we need it?  There are NO cases of voter ID fraud in 
Missouri.  The present requirements are clearly working.  This bill would cost 
Missouri taxpayers approximately 7 million dollars to implement.  Women, the 
elderly, minority groups, and the disabled would face significant barriers in obtaining 
the documentation necessary to get the required photo IDs. 
 
Write your state senators and representatives and urge them to vote NO on this 
legislation that discourages Missouri citizens from voting.   
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RALLY FOR MEDICAID EXPANSION 
 
WHO:  Missourians supporting Medicaid Expansion will participate 
 
WHEN:  Tuesday, May 6.  10 a.m. to no later than 2 p.m. 
 
WHERE:  Missouri State Capitol in Jefferson City 
 
WHY:  (1) Medicaid Expansion is one of LWVMO main Legislative Priorities for 
2014; (2) Thousands of our fellow Missourians need affordable health care insurance; 
(3) Missouri legislators need to know this is important and we care! 
 
REGISTRATION:  (1) Call Missouri Health Care for All at 877-383-8884 or email 
them at mohealthcareforall@gmail.com so briefing materials can be available at 
rally; (2) Contact Barbara Davis at 573-473-6775 or bdavis@socket.net so special 
LWVMO name tags can be available or for further information.  
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  TUESDAY, APRIL 29.  BOTH contacts are 
necessary for LWVMO participants for materials and LWVMO name tags. 
 
BRIEFING:  A briefing will be held for participants at 10 a.m. in House Hearing 
Room 6 (on lower level) for instructions, informational materials, getting nametags, 
how to respond to questions/comments from  legislators and to get answers to 
questions participants may have. 
 
CARPOOLS:  Missouri Health Care for All will make every attempt to arrange 
carpools for those who wish to carpool and can provide gas cards is necessary, but 
you need to contact them by April 29 if you want to carpool so arrangements can be 
made. 
 
LWVMO BOARD APPROVAL:  At the April 4 LWVMO board meeting in 
Springfield, the board gave unanimous approval for LWVMO to participate in this 
Medicaid Expansion rally! 


