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LWVMO Ballot Initiative Positions 

   The November election will have a number of initiatives on the ballot.  LWVMO 
supports Proposition B, commonly referred to as the cigarette tax increase,  based on 
existing League Positions. 
 “The League acknowledges the need for more state revenue especially for 
education.  A sales tax is acceptable as part of that mix. However, any growth in 
expenditures should be place in state statues, not the constitution, and this ballot issues is a 
statutory change.  The tax mix should clearly demonstrate a combination of ability to pay and 
benefits received. In this case, the tax can be considered voluntary because no one is forced 
to smoke. 
   Although the League historically has opposed earmarked taxes, primarily because 
they skew our goal of a balanced and progressive tax system which we believe should come 
from a state general fund, the position does say that the use of earmarked funds should be 
limited and viewed with caution. In this case an argument could be made that the present 
financial situation in the state requires these extra revenues and that the provisions set limits 
for how they can be used.  Further, our position says if the state needs additional revenue it 
could be derived by repealing the exemption of certain sales, which if included in the entire 
tax base, would increase the equity, productivity and efficiency of the sales tax.  The very low 
present tax on cigarettes is a sales tax exemption compared to other states with much higher 
cigarette taxes. 
   The tax meets many of our criteria. It is easy to understand, difficult to evade, and 
easy to enforce, easy to collect. The effect of the tax structure on business and individuals 
should be consistent with the economic and social aims of the state. There is a clear need for 
more revenue for education and health education.” 
 LWVMO opposes Constitutional Amendment 3, which makes changes in the 
Nonpartisan Court Plan.  (See article on the next page.) 
 LWVMO has taken no positions on any other ballot issue, some of which are still in 
litigation, as there are no related positions in the Guide to State Action. 

Information on local programs 
and projects should be sent to 
 lindaskaiser@gmail.com  

 
Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
   October 10 (Nov.-Dec.) 
    December 10 (Jan.-Feb.) 
   February 10 (March-April) 
   April 10 (for May-June) 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Fall Conference, Sedalia, 

Sat., Nov. 10 

• Legislative Day, tbd 

• Biannual convention, 
Columbia, Sat., May 4 

State Board Meetings 
 

• Sedalia, Fri., Nov. 9 

• Columbia, Sat., January 

12 

• Columbia, Sat., March 9 

• Columbia, Fri.,  May 3 

Fall Conference 

 Planning is currently under way for the fall conference in Sedalia.  Tentatively schedule for 
Saturday, November 10,  we will have just completed the election. 
 As the result will have  implications for many League positions, presentations and discussions 
will include the Nonpartisan Court Plan, the Affordable Care Act and the upcoming legislative sessions.   

Local Leagues will have the opportunity to share their experiences with voter guides and election forums, membership 
recruitment and retention, and fundraising. 
 This is a great opportunity to renew acquaintances, meet new folks who share your enthusiasms, learn new things and 
generally have a good time. 
 Costs, which include snacks, lunch and handouts is still only $15!  Look for the registration form later in this issue. 
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Nonpartisan Court Plan 

 On the ballot in November will be a constitutional amendment to significantly alter the current Missouri 
Court plan.  Below is an Op Ed piece to be submitted to newspapers around the state opposing this ballot issue.  
Additional pieces will be developed addressing other implications of this proposed change. 
 
 

 
 Missouri’s Nonpartisan Court Plan is a model for the nation with over thirty states adopting 
the same or a similar court plan. Why then would the state legislature choose to ask voters in   
November to dismantle this successful judge selection process? 
To put it simply, the proposed changes to the plan, would give the governor more power in the  
judicial selection process, bringing partisan politics into a system that is presently fair and impartial.  
The League of Women Voter supported the Nonpartisan Court Plan form its inception. There is no 
evidence that the plan needs changing. 

Prior to 1940, when the nonpartisan court plan became law, Missourians elected judges. Tired of the corruption and 
the influence of the political machine in Kansas City and the political bosses in St. Louis, Missouri voters, by initiative       
petition, amended the constitution to give the governor the power to appoint judges from a list developed by a nonpartisan 
judicial selection commission. Judges are chosen based on merit rather than political party. The influence of campaign    
money is gone and candidates for judgeships no longer need to spend time fundraising or campaigning. They can do their 
jobs. 

The Nonpartisan Court Plan applies to the Missouri Court of Appeals and Supreme Court and St. Louis City and   
St. Louis County on the eastern part of the state. It covers Jackson, Clay and Platte Counties in the Kansas City area. 
Greene County in the Springfield area recently voted to forego the election of judges for the nonpartisan plan. 

The Nonpartisan Court Plan candidates for judicial appointment are scrutinized by the judicial selection              
commission. The candidates go through a rigorous application, research and interview process on background, education, 
competency, experience and temperament.  The commission thoroughly studies each applicant and chooses the three best 
candidates from which the governor selects one to fill a vacancy on the court.  After the judge serves one year, citizens vote 
at the next election on whether to retain the judge. Additionally, at the end of each judge’s term, citizens vote on whether to 
retain the judge. The option of impeachment by the legislature is also available. In over 70 years since the Nonpartisan Court 
Plan has been in effect, voters have retained all but two judges. 

The Judicial Selection Commission is composed of three lawyers elected by the Missouri Bar Association, three 
non-lawyers appointed by the governor plus the chief justice of the Supreme Court.   
   The ballot proposal, if approved by the voters, would modify the composition of the Appellate Judicial Commission 
and the selection process for judges to the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. It would eliminate the chief justice as a 
member, give the governor the power to appoint four citizen members who may be lawyers in addition to the three lawyers 
the Bar Association appoints. It would increase from three to four the number of nominees the commission presents to the 
governor and would eliminate the staggered terms of the commissioners allowing the governor to appoint four members in 
his first year in office. 
 If one wants to be assured that politics will not enter the judicial selection process, that the judges are beholden to 
no one but the public, that the selection process is open and transparent, that ordinary people have a place on the judicial 
selection commission, and that the candidates for judge are selected based on merit, Vote No on November 6, 2012. 

You will be in good company. The Missouri Bar Association, present and former Missouri Supreme Court judges 
appointed by both Democrat and Republican governors and many other civic organizations warn against tinkering with the 
Nonpartisan Court Plan.   
   We have seen what happens in other states when politics enter the judicial appointment process. One of the few 
areas where Missouri has gained positive national recognition is our Nonpartisan Court Plan. The League of Women Voters 
urges voters to maintain a just and impartial court by voting no on Constitutional Amendment 3.    Let’s be proud of          
Missouri’s judicial record and not turn back the clock. 

Lois Detrick, LWVMO President 
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2012 LWVUS Convention Report 

 POWER THE VOTE was the theme of the LWVUS 50th convention.  Little did the convention 
planners know that the first day of convention would come on the heels of a Court win for the Florida 
League in a voter registration case which received national attention. The court decision invalidated the 
state’s repressive voter registration law which made it almost impossible for Florida League members to 
register voters, a time honored League service. The Judge said the “law severely restricts voter 

 registration drives”….. and “places harsh and impractical limits on groups that conduct them.” 
Much of the convention focused on voting. It began with a welcome address from Eleanor Holmes Norton, the    

non-voting Washington D.C. Representative to Congress. She congratulated the League on its court victory and proceeded 
to advocate for D.C. representation in Congress, a long time League position. The first guest speaker was Kathleen Hall 
Jamieson, Director of the Annenberg Public Policy Center at the University of Pennsylvania. She is very concerned about the 
misinformation in political ads and invited the League to join her in her effort to expose erroneous information in campaign 
ads. 

Attorney General Eric Holder devoted almost all of his comments to praising the League for 
its efforts on behalf of the voters.  And the banquet speaker, Political Pollster John Zogby tried to 
make sense out of the pre-election polls. 

There were a myriad of caucuses and workshops starting at 7:00 a.m. and going to 10:30 
p.m. every day. Contrary to previous conventions that I attended most of these meetings were     
informational.  At previous conventions most of the caucuses were devoted to advocating for a     
particular program item, although there were several of those  too. 
 The meat of the convention are the plenary sessions. A noteworthy effort for a new study on a Cabinet level       

Department of Peace was led by Columbia, MO League members Richard Parker  and Lily Tinker-Forte. 
They did a yeoman’s job, an effort all Missouri League members should be proud of.   However when 
the vote was taken, their proposal did not receive the necessary number of votes to become a new 
study. 
 But to almost everyone’s surprise, a not-recommended study was voted in. It was to update the 
LWVUS agriculture position approved in 1988 by looking at genetic modification, consolidation in the 
food industry, money in the regulatory process, and the consumer’s right to accurate and comprehensive 
food labeling. 

The two recommended items, one a concurrence with LWVDC position on Sentencing Policy which opposes    
mandatory minimum sentences for drug offenses and the other a comprehensive program to educate members and the 
communities on the issue of campaign finance in order to inform our education and legislative efforts as needed.   Both 
passed with no opposition. 
 The program area which got the most attention in and out of the plenary sessions was the League’s opposition to 
the Citizens United Court Case. To indicate the importance of campaign financing, the delegates passed the following     
resolution ‘We, the representatives of local and state Leagues assembled at the 2012 LWVUS Convention, call upon the 
LWVUS Board to advocate strongly for all appropriate duly-considered measures which may    
include, but are not limited to, a constitutional amendment and which: are consistent with our     
current positions on campaign finance reform and individual liberties; allow Congress and the 
States to set reasonable regulations on campaign contributions and expenditures; and ensure that 
elections are determined by the voters.  

All current national positions were retained including the new privatization position which 
was announced for the first time at the convention. 
 In addition to program, the national convention must pass a PMP (per member payment), a budget and any       
proposed bylaw changes.  To my surprise, all of these items proceeded quickly.  The national League proposed a $1.00  
increase in the PMP. Although there was some vocal opposition citing the precarious financial condition of many local 
Leagues, it passed handily.  Much of the discussion on these issues took place in Q & A sessions and caucuses prior to the 
topics getting to the floor of the convention.  A significant bylaw proposal passed which changes the way delegates to      
national convention are counted. Instead of  a local League getting one delegate plus a delegate for each 100 members, the 
number was reduced to another delegate for each additional 50 members.  
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2012 LWVUS Convention Report, continued 

 One extraordinary and unexpected occurrence took place when the chair (national 
League President Elizabeth MacNamara) talked about the importance of increasing the 
League membership. In an effort to bolster the membership recruitment budget, the board set 
a goal of raising an additional $15,000 from the delegates assembled. She declared a 15 mi-
nute break in the convention proceedings at which time she asked the people present to make 
their contributions.  To everyone’s surprise, the people assembled contributed well over the 
$15,000.  By the end of convention, the League raised about $35,000 from that exercise in 
giving. 

Visiting the Hill was optional this year. Those who did so were briefed by the 
LWVUS advocacy staff and they made their visits after the close of convention. 

There were approximately 800 delegates attending convention out of 1,102 eligible 
voters. Twenty five state Leagues were represented, plus Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
There were 20 national staff present and 120 volunteers from the area Leagues.  Missouri had 
14 delegates present plus Elaine Blodgett, chair of the nominating committee who did us proud. 
 
(Nancy Tate, the national Executive Director gave lots of interesting statistics about the League 
which are on the national web site with the all of the speeches presented at the convention)  
 

Sydell Shayer 

 Fall Conference Registration FormFall Conference Registration FormFall Conference Registration FormFall Conference Registration Form 
Saturday, November 10 -  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Sedalia, Missouri 
 
Local League ______________________________ # ______@ $15.00 each= $ __________  
 

Persons attending: __________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  
 

Mail to: LWVMO, 8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104, St. Louis, MO  63144 
 

Please return this information by November 1Please return this information by November 1Please return this information by November 1Please return this information by November 1    
    



 At the LWVMO Board Retreat in June, I agreed to include Legislative Chair in my portfolio and 
continue as Education Chair.  The primary responsibility will be as editor of the Legislative Bulletin    
starting in January, 2013. I will be working closely with the Directors and others who have a portfolio 
relating to legislative issues to to provide up to date information. The opening date for filing legislative 
bills is early December, 2012. Prior to that date, we will establish our legislative priorities, some on which 

the League has positions; such as, voter suppression, abolition of the death penalty, various tax measures, educational fund-
ing, environmental concerns and health care.   Preliminary plans are to present these to the members of the General Assem-
bly as soon as possible after Inauguration Day in January, 2013. 

Governor Nixon vetoed several bills and the Veto Session will be September 12, 2012.  The outcome of this ses-
sion will be in the next report. 

Legislative advocacy assistance and suggestions are welcome. Contact me at martyott06@yahoo.com.  Please 
watch for further information in the November issue of Missouri Voter.  

 
Marty Ott, Director 
Legislative Chair 
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Public Advocacy for Voter Protection  

 For the 6th straight year, LWVMO working in coalition with   
like-minded groups has succeeded in fending off government-issued photo ID 
legislation, thanks in large part to St. Louis member Denise Lieberman and The 
Advancement Project.  Our work is funded by Public Advocacy for Voter        
Protection, an LWVUS Education Fund project aimed at protecting at-risk     
communities of voters from onerous voter identification rules and complex 
statewide voter registration list procedures that place obstacles in the way of 
voting.  

 During the 2012 Missouri legislative session, LWVMO sent out 
talking points and legislative updates, participated in phone banks, and traveled 
to the capitol to testify.  We were successful in persuading the governor to veto the legislation and in preventing an override 
effort in the special session in September.  Unfortunately, we were unable to prevent passage of a joint resolution placing a 
constitutional amendment that would pave the way for Voter Photo I.D. on the November ballot.  However, arguing that the 
ballot language was deceptive, the Advancement Project successfully brought suit against the measure. 

Nonetheless, the 2013 session is certain to bring amended language that will allow the measure to be put to a 
vote.  The upshot is that the fight against voter suppression efforts is not over.  Fortunately, once again, PAVP will fund our 
efforts to educate the public on the many reasons a government-issued photo ID requirement is a bad idea.   
A key component of the 2012 effort was a pilot project that provided pass-through money for Local League programming 
and we will expand that project in 2013.  Linda Kaiser of the Columbia League will provide details, but meanwhile, keep in 
mind the prospect of funding for programming that will provide education to the general public and assistance to at-risk 
communities.   
 

Jo Sapp, Director 
PAVP Coordinator 

Legislative Report 
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League of Women Voters of Missouri 

2013 Appointment Calendars 
  
 
Order Today:  Pay with a credit card at www.lwvmissouri.org or 314-961-6869 or Mail form & payment to LWV, 8706 Man-
chester Rd., Ste 104, St. Louis, MO 63144 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Monthly Wall Calendars  
 

  Calendar Pricing:    Shipping and Handling: 
   
  1 – 9  $ 5.00  each     1 – 3 $    3.00  26 – 50 $  20.00 

  10 - 99  $ 4.50  each     4 – 10  $  10.00  51 – 99 $  50.00 
  100 +  $ 4.00 each                 11 – 25  $  15.00  100+        call for quote 

 
 
 
Select Payment:    Check ______    MasterCard _______    Visa _______    American Express _______    Discover _______ 
 
Credit Card #_____________________________________   Expiration_______________   CSC_______ 
 
 
_______# Wall Calendars @  _________ =   Total $__________ + S & H $_________    =  Total Enclosed $____________ 
 
 
 
 
Ship to:  Name __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
League or Organization (if applicable) _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Street _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City _____________________________________     State ___________     Zip Code  _______________ 
 
 
Phone _________________________    Email ________________________________________________ 
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News from Local Leagues 

Columbia-Boone County:  In July, we held two public forums for the August 
election. These were cosponsored by the Columbia Public Library and featured 
candidates for contested races for the state legislature, Boone County 
Commission, and Boone County Public Administrator. We also had a pro/con 
discussion of the ballot proposal about public prayer. We were fortunate to have 
local Boone County Rep. Chris Kelly ("con") and Rep. Kurt Bahr ("pro") who was 
nice enough to come all the way to Columbia from O'Fallon for this event. We had 
a major local radio station - KFRU - both moderate and broadcast the events live; 
another radio station (KOPN) taped it for broadcast; and cable company Mediacom 
filmed it for re-broadcast over their cable station. We also had newspaper 
coverage in both local papers, so we were very pleased to see the League name 
out in the community in so many ways. 
  We are planning an event on September 18 in honor of Constitution Day 
called "Who Owns the Election" featuring Jeff Milyo, Middlebush Professor of 
Social Sciences, and Marvin Overby, Middlebush Chair in Political Science, both 
from the University of Missouri. What effect is the Citizens United Supreme Court 
ruling having on our electoral process (Super PAC's, millions spent to date, millions 
in contributions to date, probable effect of voter participation, etc.)? We hope to 
include an analysis and evaluation as to their relative effectiveness of the three 
major approaches being suggested to remedy Citizens United:  a Supreme Court 
decision reversal, congressional legislation, and constitutional amendments (of 
which there are a number of variations). 
 In October, we are planning to have two public forums in preparation for 
the November election, again cosponsored with the Columbia Public Library.  
  Each month we have a program that is re-played several times on our 
local city cable channel. In August the topic was "EEZ: What are the benefits and 
costs for Columbia".  The September program will focus on the effect of the  
Supreme Court decision on the Healthcare law; and in October, we will feature a 
preview of the election and ballot issue explanation. Each of these programs is 
moderated by the managing editor of the Columbia Tribune and features various 
local experts on the topics. 

 Marilyn McLeod & Carol Schreiber, Co-Presidents 
 

St. Louis:  Prior to the primary election in August, the League sponsored 11election 
forums throughout the area (including 8 “mini-forums in one day on the last day of 
the Black Expo!).  League members also provided many sample ballots and 
clarified many concerns about photo ID requirements.  Partnering with Project Power 
to the People, a 411 ballot information and printout booth was staffed at the Black Expo as 
well. 
 To “kick off” the year this fall, the League is sponsoring a dinner and a panel 
celebrating women’s roles in government with several women active in governance at a 
variety of levels, who will  share their experiences about their positions, responsibilities, 
challenges, etc.  
 
Southwest:  On Women’s Equality Day, Sunday, Aug. 26, the League announced a public 
initiative, designed to encourage women to become involved in the democratic process and 
equip them for public service. They include a photo contest (“Picturing Women Leaders”), 
an evening reception and talk by Jessica Grounds (executive director of Running Start)  
and a training workshop for women considering running for elective office, wanting to serve 

on a public board or commission or seeking to improve their skills in public policy 
leadership.  (For more information, go to http://lwvswmo.org) 

Officers 
President:  Lois Detrick 
1st Vice President:  Debby Waite 
 Howard 
2nd Vice President:  Joan Mills 
Secretary: Cindy Stephens 
Treasurer: Janie Riley 
 

Directors 
Elaine Blodgett: Membership, Org. & 
 Development of Leagues 
Sue Brockett: Resigned 
Marcia Cocozza: Legislative Action 
Barb Davis: Voter Service, Oral 
 History Project, Health 
Rachel Farr Fitch:  Awards 
Linda C. McDaniel: Elections 
Marty Ott: Education 
Peg Prendergast: Empowering Young 
 Voters 
Jo Sapp: Public Advocacy for Voter 
 Protection 
 

Chairs 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
Linda Kaiser: Missouri Voter Editor 
Sydell Shayer: Death Penalty 
 

Nominating Committee 
Cheryl Barnes, Chair 
Betty Ann Gilbert 
Jerry Osborn 
 
LWVUS Board Liaison:  Janis 
 McMillen 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
 Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
 Want to check the accuracy of  
allegations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 
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Quick Notes … 
 Interesting in environmental issues?  LWVMO needs someone to help inform  and coordinating 
information for members.  Contact President Lois Detrick for more information. 
 An Election Protection App will be available on all smart phones and provides all the information 
and resources voters need to register and cast a meaningful ballot in the palm of their hands.  For more 
information, go to http://www.866ourvote.org/pages/election-protection-smartphone-app  (Information from 
the St. Louis League Reporter—.www.lwvstl.org/ ) 

Websites of Interest 
 

 lwvmissouri.org (state)  
 lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    Missouri Foundation for Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
   Missouri Legislature 

 
____________________________________________ 


