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Websites of Interest 
 

 lwvmissouri.org (state)  
 lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    Missouri Foundation for 
    Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
   Missouri Legislature 

Information on local programs and 
projects should be sent to. 
 lindaskaiser@gmail.com  

 
Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
         August 10 (for Sept-Oct) 
         October 20 (for Nov.-Dec.) 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Board Mtg., Friday-Saturday, 

July 19-20, Mexico 

• Board Mtg., Sat., Sept. 7  , 

9:30 am, Columbia 

• Board Mtg., Friday, Oct. 4, 
2:pm, Sedalia 

• Fall Workshop, Sat., Oct. 5, 

Sedalia 

• Board Mtg., Sat., Dec. 7,    

Columbia, 9:30 am 

• Board Mtg., Sat., Feb. 1, 2014, 

Columbia, 9:30 am 

Presidents’ Message 

 Lois Detrick, Springfield, and I, Columbia, are honored to serve as 
your co-presidents for the next two years.  We see our job as past state 
League officers to help this board plan and develop immediate and next 
generation leaders.  As you know, Lois is the immediate past president of state 
board and twenty years have passed since I was last president. I don't think 
that either of us ever envisioned this job, but we're excited about the task and 
about moving forward with wonderful people in a great organization. 

   As I got to thinking about all of the tasks ahead, it occurred to me that this might be 
the time to start with a review of the basics of the organization we were elected to lead. We 
are a League made up of all the members of the state and we have come from those Leagues 
to this board.  The Missouri League's mission is to look at political action and activity in the 
state legislature while local Leagues look at the political activity in their cities and counties. 
State League looks at what we can do in voter service throughout Missouri and we present 
informational workshops of interest to members.      
   Helping local Leagues is the other part of the job of LWVMO.  We do this by 
providing board members for training sessions on membership development, issues, and 
studies.  You may be familiar with the MRI (Membership Recruitment Initiative funded by a 
former member, Ruth Shur, and administered by LWVUS) . Many of us contact Leagues 
monthly to see what projects they are working on and to ask how they are doing. Then, we 
talk with our national liaison once a month.  We also will come to your League to speak on  
topics such as state health issues or voter service, or to even help to troubleshoot a problem 
or issue. .  
   What your presidents and the state board want for all of our Leagues is to be 
successful in getting the public to know who we are and what we do, to provide information 
and discussion forums on current political topics and to be thrilled to donate funding for our 
continuation in the state or community.  
 

Elaine Mitchell Blodgett 
Co-President  

Tributes & Memorials received since last MO Voter:  
LWV Columbia-Boone County Education Fund 

• In memory of Lorene Emmerson from Sharon Schattgen.   

• In memory of Sandy Rosenhotlz from Ann Mericle. 
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LWVUS National Council 
 The League of Women Voters National Council was held on June 14-17 at the National Confer-
ence Center in Leesburg, VA. Two LWVMO Directors, Barb Davis (Mexico) and Marty Ott (St. Louis) rep-
resented the LWVMO at Council. The theme was Power: Our Voices-Our Votes. What is the face of the 
League now and in the future? The focus was on networking to achieve our goals, empowering our net-
work of volunteers, fundraising, and using social media. 
   Participates were trained, entertained, and engaged in various collaborative activities using net-

working and social skills. Clickers were used to respond to survey questions with immediate pie or bar graph results.  
   The main emphasis was on Powering Our Votes. What happened in 2012?   Leagues: 

• Developed Voter Guides online using Vote411 

• Registered 100,000+ voters 

• Fought voter suppression in 11 states, Missouri being one of them 

• Held more than 600 forums/ candidate debates  

• 240 local Leagues participated in National Voter Registration Day 

• Distributed more than 2 million pieces of election literature 
   Panelists featured two Case Studies, Wisconsin and Minnesota, both opposing the required photo ID.  Wisconsin:  
Voter ID was passed in Wisconsin-2011, League appealed; the Court upheld on 5.30.13 (appeal pending). As a result, 
membership has increased with grants from foundations and other organization.  Minnesota:  After a failed attempt to get 
required Photo ID passed, proponents planned to get it on the ballot for a Constitutional amendment. It went before the 
voters, November, 2012, and down to defeat. Slogan: Costly, harmful, and unnecessary. 
   Two members of the Young People Task Force presented an entertaining dialogue about being in the League, their 
perspective of why they joined, and of course, the need for the League to be on social media, Facebook, Twitter, etc. One 
reason to join is to build their resume. These new member volunteers want activities to be fast, flexible, focused and FUN!   
 The Young People Task Force mission was created with 3 distinct long-term goals: 

• Gathering information about why young people join the League 

• Creating resources for local Leagues to recruit and engage young people 

• Creating a community of young professional League members 
   And then there was Social Media 101 for some or Social Media 102 for the more advanced members. It is strongly 
encouraged and highly recommended that state and local Leagues use Facebook to have a dialogue with members and 
prospective members, include links, and post 2-3 times weekly. 
 The MLD session—that’s the Membership and Leadership Development program, began with a panel discussion 
explaining the program and discussing the benefits of League participation at all levels on program, more effective leadership, 
and an increase in membership (from 13.83% in one Oregon League, a 22% increase in a state, to 1.34% overall in participat-
ing Leagues, to a 0.3% growth nationally, which reverses a multi-year trend of national membership loss.)  Missouri Leagues 
are among the more than 400 local Leagues which participate in MLD in all 50 states.  State coaches talk each month with the 
membership chairperson of the Leagues they work with, then those coaches have a conference call with the State MLD Coor-
dinator (Allison Cash of Springfield) and Judy Golberg, one of 28 Ruth S. Shur Fellows (national coaches).  Judy attended our 
2013 Convention. 
   The League, like any organization, must have an effective Board if it is to be successful at the local, state, or na-
tional level,  Leadership begins at the top, so it is important that the leaders, especially the president, be aware of her//his 
leadership style.  Interesting, effective meetings don’t just happen—they must be planned.  The printed resources received at 
Council contain numerous ideas helpful to any officer, but especially the president, about determining the agenda, dealing 
with common problems which may occur during a meeting, delegating responsibility, and determining leadership styles.  
   Of course, none of the things already mentioned would be possible without---$$$money!  Needless to say, the ses-
sion, “Money—How to Raise It and How to Use It,” had all the attendees’ rapt attention.  Some of the important points of fund-
raising to remember are: (1) Know why and for what you need to raise money;  (2) Have multiple fundraising streams;  (3) 
Think big and be creative; (4)  Think from the personal perspective of a League donor; (5) Eighty-one per cent of the dona-
tions will come from individuals.   
 

(continued on next page) 
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2013 National Council continued 

 Information about some of these topics can be found at www.lwv.org in the “Members” section.   Or, contact Barbara 
Davis at 573-473-6775, bdavis@socket.net or Marty Ott at 314-434-0330, martyott06@yahoo.com. 
   At the conclusion of the final session was the exciting announcement that the US Supreme Court ruling upheld the 
National Voting Registration Act. How appropriate for the final Council day! The justices’ 7-2 ruling keeps the voter registration 
process free from political manipulation by ensuring that states cannot independently change or add additional requirements 
to the national voter registration form, which was standardized by the NVRA.   The League was very pleased with the ruling 
with loud applause. President McNamara stated, “State restrictions lost, voters won today!” 
   However, we must continue to fight against voter ID requirements, which disenfranchise voters across the country, 
including Missouri. Another critical Court’s ruling is on the voting rights case, Shelby County, Alabama v. Holder, which  
questions the constitutionality of the Voting Rights Act (VRA) of 1965, the landmark law that outlawed discriminatory voting 
practices. 
   The above topics are only a tip of the iceberg. During the 4-day Council starting Friday evening, June 14, and ending 
at noon on Monday, June 17, attendees heard from the LWVUS nominating committee on their search for new national 
leaders, about working collaboratively between the levels of the League, the future new data base, and the member resource 
site. 
 

Marty Ott 
 

BE PREPARED FOR MORE INFORMATION IN THE COMING MONTHS! 

Public Education  

Editor’s Note:  This issue will include the last “Directors Reports” which appeared in the 2013 LWVMO Convention  work-
book.  This information is included here so that the entire membership is informed about the work done by 
LWVMO in the past two years. 
 
   During the 2012 General Assembly, the League  of Women Voters of Missouri voiced support of 
the foundation formula HB1043 (Thomson) and SB 454 (Pearce) to revise the distribution of state aid un-
der the school  
foundation formula in the case where the formula has less than full funding. Neither bill advanced to be passed and signed 
into law.  
   Although the League does not have a position on Charter Schools, (2007), the League believes sponsors should 
have more oversight, and believes charter schools should not be expanded statewide.  SS/SCS/SB 576 (Bill Stouffer) 
regarding expansion of charter schools and charter school accountability and transparency was sent to the House on 
April 19 and first read. April 23 had Second Reading. Passed and signed into law, 2012.   
   
 During the 2013 General Assembly very few bills were introduced on which the League has a position. Again, we 
supported adequate and sustainable funding for Elementary and Secondary Education and opposition to tax credit charitable 
funds for students to attend non-public schools. A position in support of two pre-kindergarten bills was sent to the Senate 
Education Committee. SB 133 (Keaveny) was heard and passed out of Committee. This act would allow a school district that 
operates a pre-kindergarten program to receive state funding through the foundation formula for students between the ages 
of three and five who are eligible for free and reduced lunch. The district must provide full-day kindergarten and meet 
standards established by the State Board of Education. 
      
The final budget has not been approved by the General Assembly. The Senate committee adopted to increase the 
foundation formula amount by $66 million, rather than the House increase of $65 million. More will be known after the 
session ends on May 17, 2013. 

Marty Ott 
Education Chair 
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LWVMO 61st State Convention 

 The LWV of Missouri held its biennial State Convention on May 4-5 at the Capitol Plaza Hotel in Jefferson City. 
The Columbia-Boone County chapter was the host chapter.  
   Seven local Leagues were represented with at least one delegate present. There were 37 total delegates and 18 
observers and guests in attendance.  Most of the Convention was dedicated to League business. 
    Mary Merritt served as interim treasurer. She reviewed the Treasurers Report and Proposed Budget. State board 
expenses are extremely low because members pay most expenses out of pocket. There was no line item for national con-
vention or council and because of finances this item will not return to the budget until fundraising is successful. Each 
League publically agreed to the per member payment amounts as listed in the Workbook II distributed at the convention.  
   A change in the bylaws to allow for co-presidents was approved as was an amendment related to State Council if 
there was no formal business to be conducted. 
   Jerry Osborne presented the Nominating Committee report for the 2013-2015 State Board. The following officers 
were elected: Lois Detrick and Elaine Blodgett, co-presidents; Debby Waite Howard, vice-president; Marilyn McLeod, secre-
tary; Jerry Osborne, treasurer; and Allison Cash, Nancy Copenhaver, Barb Davis, Kathleen Farrell, Linda Kaiser, Pauli 
Kendrick, Peg Prendergast and Marti Ott, directors. The Nominating Committee will be Cindy Stephens, chair; Mary Merritt, 
and Lael Von Holt. 
   Local Leagues shared a brief summary of their activities since the last State Convention. 
 A motion was made to amend the program to include the non-recommended item regarding public libraries and 
Internet access, which was passed. 
   In addition to formal business, there were featured speakers, including Secretary of State Jason Kander, who 
spoke about the role of his office in many areas (in addition to elections); Brian Colby, from the Missouri Health Advocacy 
Alliance, on the status of Medicaid funding; Charlie Hopper, from the Missouri Department of Agriculture, on food safety 
regulation (as a preparatory session for the upcoming national Agriculture Update study); Judy Golberg, national  LWV 
speaker on building membership and leadership; and Margot McMillen, on the history of the women’s suffrage movement in 
Missouri. 
   A wine pull fundraiser raised more than $200 and included a surprise auction of a bottle of wine by our own real 
auctioneer Marcia Cocozza.  A challenge to those present to contribute at least $10 to LWVMO brought in more than $500. 

Lenore Loeb Sterling Award winner Barbara Davis with Mexico League 
President  Laura Worstell and LWVMO President Lois Detrick 

Harriet Woods Award winner Margaret Harlen with Rose Nolen for 
creating the Rose Nolen Black History Library in Sedalia and 
Brooke Tibbetts, Margaret’s daughter 
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Health Equity Forum 

 More than one hundred Missourians with an interest in providing quality health care for Missouri residents attended the 
African-American and Hispanic Health Equity in Missouri forum held June 4 in Columbia.  LWVMO Board member and Health 
Chair Barbara Davis was among the attendees at the forum sponsored by the Missouri Health Equity Collaborative (MOHEC) 
and the Missouri Foundation for Health. 
   Information showing disparities in health care in Missouri between African-American and white populations and, sepa-
rately, between Missouri’s Hispanic population and the African-American and white populations was presented in an 
easy-to-understand format using graphs, charts, pictographs, and maps.  How to make the leap from that data to action to 
correct/improve disparities followed. 
   Three programs achieving success in reducing health care disparities were featured: 

• The “Fatherhood First” program in Sikeston which increases health awareness for fathers through classes, 
plus providing a health screening and visit with a private physician, as well as follow-up visits for a year at 
no cost; 

• “Casa de Salud,” a healthcare organization in St. Louis which serves Spanish-speaking patients not only 
from the metropolitan area, but also from across Eastern Missouri;  

• The Working Group on Asset Building/Financial Capability and Health, “a transdisciplinary, academic-
community collaboration established to explore financial intervention as a means of addressing health dis-
parities.” 

 There are three books available at no cost from the Missouri Foundation for Health which would be excellent resources 
for Leagues which would like to develop a program for a meeting.  They contain information in the format described in the second 
paragraph.  All three are in the Health Equity Series.  They are:  (1) “Responding to LGBT Health Disparities,” 37 pages, August 
2012; (2) “African American Health Disparities in Missouri,” 86 pages, April 2013; (3) “Hispanic Health Disparities in Missouri,” 52 
pages, April 2013. 
 The Missouri Foundation for Health may be contacted at 415 South 18th Street, Suite 400, St. Louis MO 63103   Phone 
Toll-free 800-655-5560, Email:  www.mffh.org 
   MOHEC’s website is mohec.org.  For more information on MOHEC, contact Shannon Canfield at 573-882-5660, or 
canfieldsm@health.missouri.edu (you must type in the email addresses). 

Barb Davis 

 Following are selections from President Lois Detrick’s report to the state convention in May. 
 

 “What I took away (from the 90th anniversary celebration) was a much deeper sense of the role of the 
suffragists.  The years and years of struggle, persuading, convincing, and finally suffering to enable women the 
right to vote.  Since then, I have though about the struggles we have today.” 
 

 “It is easy to get so discouraged one is tempted to say “What’s the use of trying?”  The suffragists must have felt the 
same way, but they persevered.” 
 But we also have so many positive elements at work.  And I feel very strongly that the League of Women Voters is one 
of those positive elements.  Most of us can’t make a major difference by ourselves, but our voices MUST be heard.  We must do 
what we can locally if we are to make a difference locally, nationally or globally.” 
 
 “Don’t let one defeat get you down.  I always think of how many times Lincoln ran for president before he finally won.  
There will be defeats, but don’t let that stop you.  Our positive voice MUST be heard.  The public MUST know and keep being 
reminded that someone is carrying on that banner for democracy.  The League was found on solid principles and we must make 
sure that our voice is still heard.  Joining your voice with other Leaguers is one of the most positive things you can do. 

President’s Report 
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Recently I reviewed the actions that our League took to defeat the Voter Photo ID bill over the last year with Mary 
Merritt from Sedalia who sent a report to the LWVUS national office.  Thanks to all those who worked on this very 
important advocacy issue:  we gave almost 20 presentations, distributed literature, worked with Denise Lieber-
man’s Advance Project, wrote letters to the editor, testified in front of the legislature, and worked to let our friends 
and neighbors know just what the real facts were.  Our sister Leagues around the state worked hard as well. 
This morning I want to salute Jo Sapp whose efforts on this issue and leadership on the PAVP project bore fruit.  I 

am sorry that she isn’t with us today to see that at least for now, we won’t have this version of voter suppression in Missouri.  Our 
friends in Kansas City under the leadership of Peg Prendergast, Nancy Copenhaver of Mexico, Linda Kaiser, Aline Kultgen and 
Elaine Blodgett in Columbia, and Lois Detrick and the LWVMO board who made this issue top priority. 

Marty Ott who led legislative advocacy and Linda McDaniel who went to Jefferson City and submitted our testimony and 
Sydell Shayer who always reminds us to take action--- all deserve our thanks. 

So much of what we worked for didn’t come to pass- Medicaid expansion, the stopping of tax cuts, and other issues 
didn’t happen but not for lack of our attention.  Education funding is up (but still not enough) and at least for now.... we don’t have 
more voter repression.  This is why I love the League. 

 
Kathleen Farrell 

Agricultural Study 

 Thanks to Elaine Blodgett for providing much of the following information.  More can be found at the LWV 
website by searching for “Agricultural Study.” 
 
Focus of the Study:  1) current technology issues in agriculture including genetically modified organisms (GMOs), 

herbicides, pesticides, agriculture water pollution, aquifer depletion, antibiotics in livestock, and accurate food labeling; and 2) 
current agriculture finance issues including consolidation in agriculture industries, crop subsidies and the federal agricultural 
regulatory process. 
 
Committee Members:  Norman Turrill (Chair—Oregon), Margaret Chasson (Maryland), Linda Hoff (Michigan), Valerie Kelly 
(Maine), Carol Kuniholm (Pennsylvania), Sheri Latash (Illinois), Marnie Lonsdale (Oregon), Gray Newman (North Carolina), 
Maggie Robertson (Pennsylvania) and Jessica Trites Rolle (Minnesota). 
 
Timeline: 

• October, 2012 Board approves initial study s cope, timeline and consensus criteria 

• November, 2012—February, 2013 Applications for committee sought and Education Fund Committee inter-
views applicants and references and makes appointment to the committee 

• January-August, 2013  Study committee reviews study scope and timelines (changes may be recommend-
ed to the board), prepares and/or selects study materials, creates and posts on-line  a Leader’s Guide, opens a 
discussion list, and prepares consensus questions subject to approval of the Education Fund Committee and 
LWVUS Board 

• February, 2013— April, 2014  Local Leagues form study committees, examine study materials, hold 
public meetings and  hold consensus meeting. 

• March, 2014  Member Agreement Committee proposed by Education Fund Committee, subject to Board 
approval. 

• Friday, April 4, 2014  Tentative deadline for consensus reports from local Leagues via electronic survey 
forms only. 

• April, 2014  Member Agreement Committee decides if consensus was reached, and if so, proposes a 
new position statement to the Education Fund Committee, which then proposes it to the full Board for adoption.  

• May, 2014  Consensus result or new position statement is announced before Convention.  
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Officers 
Co-Presidents:  Lois Detrick & Elaine  
 Blodgett 
Vice President:  Debby Waite Howard 
Secretary: Marilyn McLeod 
Treasurer: Jerry Osborne 
 

Directors 
 
Allison Cash 
Nancy Copenhaver: Public Advocacy 
 for Voter Protection (PAVP) 
Barb Davis: Voter Service, Oral History 
 Project, Health 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
Pauli Kendrick 
Linda McDaniel: Elections 
Marty Ott: Legislative Action 
Peg Prendergast: Empowering Young 
 Voters 
Open:  Education, Environment 
Open: Missouri Voter  
 

Nominating Committee 
Cindy Stephens, Chair 
Mary Merritt 
Lael Von Holt 
 
LWVUS Board Liaison:  Janis 
 McMillen 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
 Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
Want to check the accuracy of  
allegations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

Local League Activities 
Columbia-Boone County: 

On May 23, the League’s Health Committee and the Columbia Public 
Library sponsored a program with Ryan Barker, Vice President for Health Policy, 
Missouri Foundation for Health.  He spoke on the implications of the Legislature’s 
decision on Medicaid Expansion, the federal insurance health exchanges and 
current issues in health care in Missouri.   
  The same week, the Civil Liberties Committee led Learn and Share 
meetings on the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC)  and provided 
resource information and handouts. 
 
Mexico-Audrain: 
 The annual meeting and salad supper was held in mid-May and included 
the election of new officers. 
 
St. Louis: 
 The voter registration team continues to register new citizens.  On May 
17th at the U. S. Grant Historical Site, the team registered 47 out of 96 
petitioners.  Activities for fall include the September 11 Kickoff and the program 
will be a debate on genetically modified foods (or GMO’s for those of you who are 
environmentally savvy). In addition, the popular Theater Party will again occur in 
October.  
 
Southeast: 
 The League hosted a reception at the River Heritage Museum on 
Tuesday May 21 from 5-7 pm. Danny Johnson, New Visions Counseling, gave a 
presentation on “Youth Mental Health Issues and Resources in Cape Girardeau.”  
Wine and cheese were served and a silent auction accompanied the event. 

  

 In 1924, president of LWVUS Maud Wood Park proposed “A 
Pledge for Conscientious Citizens,” to be memorized by all League 
members.  It began…………. 
 
Believing in government by the people, for the people, I will do my best: 
 
1. To inform myself about public questions, the principles and policies of 

political parties, and the qualifications of candidates for public offices. 
2. To vote according to my conscience in every election, primary or final, 

of which I am entitled to vote. 
3. To obey the law even when I am not in sympathy with all of its 
        provisions. 
1. To support by all fair means the principles of which I approve. 
2. To respect the rights of others to uphold convictions that may differ 

from my own. 
3. To regard my citizenship as a public trust. 



The Missouri VOTER is published bi-monthly at the League of Women Voters of Missouri (St. Louis) 
 
Subscriptions are $2 per year. 
Linda Kaiser, Editor 
 
Periodicals postage pd at St. Louis, MO  USPS 593-960 
 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Missouri Voter, LWVMO, 8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104, St. Louis, MO 63144  All 
other correspondence to Lois Detrick at the same address. 
 
Voice: 314-961-6869 FAX: 314-961-8393 
Email: league@lwvmissouri.org 

 DALLAS, HERE WE COME! 
 
If you can’t stand having all those unfilled days on your 2014 calendar, here’s the solution-- write in “LWVUS-
Dallas” for June 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.  Add “Convention” and you’ll probably have each space completely filled!  Yes, 
you’ll probably want to add a couple of days for shopping or seeing the sights.  The League will invade (nicely, of 
course!) the Omni Dallas Hotel for Convention 2014.  Registration will be 33,500 pennies—that’s a Texas-size pile 
of pennies!  There will be lots more convention information later, but this gives you a head start on your calendar 
and penny collecting. 
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