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Websites of Interest 
 

 www.lwvmissouri.org  
  (state)  
 www.lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    MO Foundation for Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
    Missouri Legislature 

Information on local programs, 
articles and projects can be sent to 
 shapeshome@yahoo.com 
 

Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
Aug 15, 2014 (Sept-Oct) 
Oct 15, 2014 (Nov-Dec) 
Dec 15, 2014 (Jan-Feb) 
 

Upcoming Events - 2014 
 

• Aug. 22 LWVMO BOD Mtg.  
 Columbia, 9:30 am 

• Sept. 12 - LWVMO Board  
 Conference Call 7:30 pm 

• Nov. 14 - LWVMO BOD Mtg. 
 Sedalia, 1:00 pm 

• Nov. 15 - Fall Conference 
 Sedalia, 9:00 am 

• Dec. 3 - LWVMO Board 
 Conference Call 7:30 pm 

 

President’s Message 

  
 GROWING AN ORGANIZATION--League or Not 

 Every now and than I walk along the shores of Lake Erie and search 
for beach glass: this morning was one of those times. It gives me 
chance to do lots of "imagine ifs...". 
 
After reading the most recent posts of the membership listserv and my 

experience within my local League, I started to imagine how an odd bit of glass be-
comes refined into a spectacular object that has gained unique qualities 
and consequently more value. I know that many local Leagues (and state Leagues) 
have difficulty in activating members and therefore developing new leaders. To mold 
a piece of jagged broken glass into a treasure takes some doing. It doesn't happen 
instantly, but over time. It happens only if it is repeatedly "touched" by the lake's roll-
ing waves and polished by sand and stones.  Repetitive action is the "touching" of 
members.  Personal chats, mentoring and training, surveys and information packets is 
the effort we make in order to move members to transition into leadership roles. It is a 
process and not an event.  (sent by Marcia Merrins, New York League to the LWVUS 
listserv). 
 
Mentoring truly is a process and it has to be gentle.   I'm reminded of some of my own 
volunteer experiences where I really believed in the organization but was left in the 
dust after joining and finally dropped out or had to “hang in there, forever" to finally be 
accepted and figure out the all the rules.  Sometimes we are welcomed and put to 
work.  You  receive information and instructions on certain tasks, BUT, those heading 
it up really don't want you to advance to what they do because what would they do 
then?  They've been doing it so long that they would feel lost or “cast out”  because its 
their “job”, if someone else took over.  Where would that leave them?  Nurturing    
members is ongoing for everyone.  

Great organizations may seem just about perfect, but the reality is, it's hard, constant 
work.  People are often hired by non-profits to directly work with new members 
and  train them.  We all need to nurture new members and bring them to leadership. 
At the same time, we need to encourage the working “together” and expertise that 
both new and old members have.  Long time members need to be a part of the group 
without feeling that they must be in charge, and yet can still help out and certainly 
hand out the wisdom.   
 
One of the goals of our national League is to help us with League and membership 
building called Membership/Leadership Initiative.  Our state advisor is from next door 
in Kansas, near Kansas City, Mo and has been on local, state and national 
boards.  Her name is Donna Lauffer.  We all look forward to working with her on these 
issues.   

Elaine Mitchell Blodgett  
LWVMO President 
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SAVE THE DATE  

FALL CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 14 & 15 

 
Planning is in full swing for the Fall Conference in Sedalia at the Community College 
on Saturday, November 14 & 15, 2014.  Presentations will include: Campaign Finance, 
Working with Election Officials, and Lobbying 102.  In addition we will conduct some 
League Business (Local President’s Report, Membership and Leadership Develop-
ment -MLD).  In addition, we will announce the Rachel Farr Fitch—Health Care 
Award.  Applications will be accepted through October 1, 2014.  Please submit to 
Peg Prendergast at:  shapeshome@yahoo.com 
 
As always, this meeting is a great opportunity to renew acquaintances, meet new 
members who share your enthusiasm, learn new things and generally have a good 
time.      

RACHEL FARR FITCH -HEALTH CARE AWARD 
 
The Rachel Farr Fitch Health Care Award is given to an individual or group that has 
done outstanding work in the field of health care. The nominee does not have to be a 
member of the League of Women Voters. The service or activity does not have to be a 
League project but it must be compatible with LWV ideals and not in conflict in any 
way with our program positions. 
 
Each local League may submit one nominee. Written nominations should follow the 
format set up and available from the LWVMO office. The winner will be selected by a 
committee appointed by the LWVMO president. 
 
Criteria: 

1. The number of people served or impacted. 
2. The project was health care service that impacted the community or world. 
3. The number of people involved in carrying out the activity. 
4. The project should have taken place in the last two (2) years. 
5. Special consideration will be given to other groups that were networked  
    during the project. 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

On Tuesday, May 6, the LWVMO, joined with a coalition of other organizations, participated in 
the Medicaid Expansion rally. At least a dozen people representing the LWVMO from three 
general areas--St. Louis, Columbia and Mexico were at the Capitol in Jefferson City as we  
lobbied to increase Medicaid Expansion up to 138% of the poverty level, one of our Legislative 
Priorities this year.  
 
At the close of General Assembly on May 16, 2014, 170 bills were Truly Agreed and Passed. 
Medicaid Expansion was not one of them for the second year. 
 
Since then, Governor Nixon vetoed 33 bills, including 10 tax credit bills, up to the very last day 
to veto, July 14th. On June 20-21, 2014 the LWVMO Board voted to support the Governor’s 
vetoes of the 10 tax credit bills. 
 
In June, a letter from LWVMO was sent to Governor Nixon urging him to veto HB1307, one of 
the most restrictive acts in the country requiring, a 72-hour abortion-waiting period after an 
initial visit, a change from 12 hours to 72 hours. The Governor vetoed and a follow-up thank 
you was sent. 
 
Governor Nixon also vetoed the very controversial HB493 modifying the school transfer law 
reducing tuition paid by sending districts and allowing public funds for private schools in an 
unaccredited school district. SB656 allowing school districts to designate teachers to carry 
guns in school, lowering the conceal carry age to 19, and prohibiting cities from barring  
individuals with a permit from openly carrying a weapons was vetoed. 
 
Many bills were signed into law. Just to name a few favorable bills:  

• SB639 requires mammography facilities to provide to patients certain information 
      regarding breast density. 

• SB680 modifies the eligibility requirements for food stamp assistance for felons if they 
       meet certain conditions. 
• SB1603 designates the exercise, jumping jacks, as the official state exercise. 
 
The Veto Session, beginning September 10, 2014, may well be very contentious as not all 
bills passed with 100% veto proof majority. Please watch for a Legislative Bulletin coming in 
late August alerting members to contact their legislators prior to Veto Session to sustain some 
vetoes.  
 
Marty Ott 
Legislative Action Chair 



HEALTH LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 
In her report Marty Ott said what I would have said about our participation in the Medicaid 
Expansion Rally Day at the Capitol.  I appreciated having a good representation of LWVMO 
members participating. “Thank you to each of you.”  It was a busy, fun, exciting, memorable 
day! 
 
Of course, by now we all know that Medicaid Expansion has not yet come to Missouri, so our 
work is still cut out for us next legislative session.  However, there were a couple of related bills 
which passed and have been signed by Gov. Nixon:  SB 508/SB 754 reduces the waiting 
period for state Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) coverage to become effective for 
a child from six months to zero days.  In addition, SB 716/ SB 754, the “Show Me Healthy 
Babies” legislation, expands coverage to unborn children in families with incomes up to 300% 
of the federal poverty level to mothers who lack affordable coverage.  SB 869 also changes 
some requirements for the SCHIP program. 
 
Other health-related bills signed by Gov. Nixon which are not part of the LWVMO legislative 
priorities but are of interest to many Missourians are briefly listed/described: 

• SB 639:  Certain breast density information must be provided to patients by mammography 
      facilities; 

• SB 668:  Oral and intravenous chemotherapies must be covered for out-of-pocket expenses 
      by health benefit plans; 

• SB 754:  “Assistant physician” licenses designation; 

• HB 1064:  Requires phrases “mentally retarded” and “mental retardation” to be replaced by 
      “intellectually disabled” and “intellectual disability”; 

• HB 1411:  persons younger than 17 years old must have parent or guardian sign, in person, 
      for the minor to use a tanning device in a tanning facility; 
• HB 1779:  Allows Advanced Practice Nurses to make necessary decisions, if necessary, 

regarding patient restraints to protect the individual and others, under supervision by a 
      collaborating physician. 
 
Among the bills from the 2014 session to receive a VETO by Gov. Nixon are: 

• SB 508: Drafting error in “Navigator” bill by listing incorrect reference to a law; 
• HB 1307/ HB 1313:  Changes the necessary period of time after woman consults health 

care professional from twenty-four to seventy-two hours until she can have abortion 
      procedures. 
 
This list is NOT a complete list of all health-related bills, much less a list of all bills sent to the 
governor, but there is an easy-to-read list of all bills sent on the this website: 
www.governor.mo.gov.  At the top of page click on “News” and then on “Legislative Actions”. 
 
As time gets closer to the September Veto Session, please be prepared respond to LWV 
“Action Alerts.” 
 
 

 Barbara Davis 
 Health Chair 
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LEGISLATURE SHOULD UPHOLD VETOED TAX BILL 
 

Governor Nixon’s vetoes of several tax bills should be upheld by the Missouri Legislature which 
passed them in haste the last day of the session.  These bills throw the Missouri budget out-of-
balance as it had been passed a week earlier, before these bills had even been considered.  In fact, 
the budget was out of balance upon passage due to the greatly decreased revenue, much lower than 
estimates used either by the governor or the legislature in setting budgets for fiscal 2015.  Thus the 
main reason to sustain these vetoes is the severe impact their passage would have on state services 
which rely on this revenue.  Of equal concern is the impact that these reductions would have on cities 
and counties which rely heavily on local sales tax revenues.  City and county governments all over 
the state are concerned that these reductions would result in cutbacks in services in a number of  
areas that citizens rely on.  And finally, these vetoes should be upheld because most of these bills 
received very little scrutiny, not always being vetted in committee, not allowing citizen input via the 
process of committee testimony, or thorough study resulting in accurate fiscal notes citing what effect 
they would have on state income.  And, several of these bills contain more than one subject, violating 
a provision in the Missouri Constitution that a bill contain only one subject. 
 
The LWVMO recommends sustaining the Governor’s vetoes of the following bills: 
 

• SB 693 which would exempt from state and local sales tax certain used vehicles and rights of first 
refusal for tickets sold at the Sprint Center in Kansas City, and would expand the Wine and Grape 
Production Tax Credit; 

• SB 584 which would, among other provisions, exempt from state and local sales tax items used in 
the storage or processing of data in any form, items used in the generation, transmission, distribution, 
sale or furnishing of electricity by power companies, and certain fees paid to places of recreation; 

• HB 1865 which would create new exemptions from state sales taxes for the cost of utilities used 
by restaurants, grocery stores, convenience stores, fast food restaurants and other facilities engaged 
in food preparation; 

• SB 612 which would exempt commercial laundries and dry cleaners from state and local sales 
      taxes on various purchases, and would waive tax liability for certain business; 

• SB 860 which would enable a purchaser to obtain a sales or use tax refund, even when they 
      have current tax delinquencies; 

• HB 1296 which would authorize certain corporations to utilize an alternative method of  
     determining the amount of their income that is derived in Missouri and would add graphing 
     calculators to the back to school sales tax holiday; 

• SB 727 which would exempt certain items purchased from some, but not all, farmers’ market 
      vendors from state and local sales and use taxes; 

• SB 662 which would waive tax liability for certain businesses and would exempt from sales tax 
      rights of first refusal for tickets sold at the Sprint Center in Kansas City; 

• HB 1455 which would allow a business to claim a sales tax exemption without requiring it to 
      prove eligibility for the exemption; 
• SB 829 which would enact duplicate legislation to HB 1455. 
 
If the above listed bills have merit, they should be considered during the regular legislative session, 
have proper committee hearings with adequate discussion and public input, find income replacement 
for state services that such reductions would impact, and be included in a final balanced state 
budget. 
 
Nancy Copenhaver 
Tax Policy Chair 

Page 5 Missouri Voter July/Aug 2014 



Missouri Voter Page 6 July/Aug 2014 

League Efforts Help Defeat Transportation Tax Initiative and Educates Many on Other Issues 

 
LWVMO joined with the coalition, Missourians for Better Transportation Solutions, to defeat Proposition 7, 
the Transportation Tax initiative.  The League’s efforts were an important part of the effort across the state.  
The coalition used Elaine Blodgett in its robo call targeted at St. Louis and Kansas City voters the weekend 
before the election.  The press release announcing our opposition to the Transportation Tax, Right to Bear 

Arms, and the Right to Farm amendments resulted in numerous prominent newspaper articles, and mentions in radio and 
television newscasts. The Right to Farm amendment squeaked by less than a 0.5 percent margin and was defeated in the 
state’s urban areas where local Leagues concentrated their opposition advocacy efforts. Leagues wrote letters to the 
editor, conducted media interviews and held panels on these issues across the state.    
 

Many citizens thank LWVMO and local Leagues for what they called “invaluable information” on all the ballot issues 
and the state office received numerous calls asking what our position was, saying that the League was a fair and 
informed advocate.   
 

The November election will ask voters to decide on a new set of state wide ballot issues including teacher tenure and the 
legislature’s highly restrictive early voting measure. LWVMO has received a $5,000 PAVP grant from LWVUS to fund 
advocacy and education efforts on the Early Voting Constitutional Amendment.  Here’s our chance to both educate 
citizens on all sides of these issues and join with other groups to advocate for the positions we support.  Get your local 
Leagues ready to join in the action.   
 
Kathleen Farrell, Voter Service 

Columbia League Holds Fundraiser 
The LWV of Columbia-Boone County held our annual fundraiser on Wednesday, June 11. For a number of years, we 
have partnered with a local theater company, the Columbia Entertainment Company, to provide an opportunity for a 
fundraiser for our organization. 
 
This year, the play was "Spamalot", a musical comedy version of the 1975 film "Monty Python and the Holy Grail", 
originally produced on Broadway in 2005, and appearing for the first time in  
mid-Missouri. This pretty irreverent and (frankly) very goofy version of the legend of King Arthur drew our biggest 
audience yet for a fundraiser. We filled the hall completely, which the theater company loved, and we also as we raised 
over $4,000 and had great fun at the same time!  
Several local restaurants provided wonderful food and wine before the event to add to this very  
delightful evening. 
 
Marilyn McLeod 
President 
 
Kansas City/J/C/P Counties 
In preparation for the August Ballot LWV KC president has been on KCPT, public TV station and KKFI, public 
radio station.  Other members have spoke throughout the community on all ballot  
issues to civic groups, church groups and neighborhood organizations. 
 
In the Kansas City area, the default approach to providing funds for needed civic projects appears to be to try 
to raise the sales tax, yet again.  There is a lot of confusion right now.  In November, voters will be asked to 
approve a sales tax increase totaling 3/8 of a cent for a light-rail system that was originally proposed in 2011.  
Curiously, the proposal was originated by a former Kansas City resident, who now lives in Virginia but who 
persists on seeing his vision become a reality.  To complicate matters, regarding this proposal, the Missouri 
Supreme Court, while holding that this proposal must be put on the ballot, determined that even if the meas-
ure passes, the money does not necessarily have to be spent on any particular project.   To confuse matters 
further, voters in much of Kansas City south of the Missouri River, will be asked in August to vote “yes” on 
establishing a bigger taxing district for a streetcar expansion – a completely separate initiative undertaken by 
the City.  If that passes, those same voters will be asked in November to approve a sales tax increase and 
new property tax assessments to pay for the proposed streetcar extension.  To top this off, also in August, 
voters will have to decide on the State of Missouri’s proposal for a ¾ cent sales tax increase for highway, 
bridges and other improvements.  Additionally, the City has placed on the August ballot a proposal for a 
20-year renewal of a sales tax to help finance capital improvements for the Fire Department.  Resistance to 
these proposals is growing.  
 
Linda Vogel-Smith 
President  

Local League Activities 
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Officers 
President:  Elaine Blodgett 
Vice President:  Debby Waite Howard 
Secretary:  Marilyn McLeod 
Treasurer:  Jerry Osborne 
 

Directors 
 
Nancy Copenhaver:  Tax Policy  
 
Barb Davis:  Voter Service, Oral History 
 Project, Health 
 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
 
Pauli Kendrick:  Education 
 
Linda McDaniel:  Elections 
 
Marty Ott:  Legislative Action 
 
Peggy Placier:  Education 
 
Peg Prendergast: MO Voter 
 

Nominating Committee 
Cindy Stephens, Chair 
Mary Merritt 
Lael Von Holt 
  
LWVUS Board Liaison: 
  Karen Nicholson 
 
LWVUS MLD Coach:  Donna Lauffer 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
  Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
Want to check the accuracy of  
allegations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

Local League Activities 

St. Louis League Makes Headlines 

 with Candidate Forum and City/County Study 
 

The League’s Candidate Forum for St. Louis County Executive on 
July 16th packed in over 400 people and was covered on all major 
ten o’clock television local news broadcasts in the city.  This was a 
very contentious election, particularly between two Democrats, 
Charlie Dooley, the incumbent and challenger councilman, Steve 
Stenger.  But of course we invited all of the candidates on the ballot 
and five out of the seven accepted our invitation.  Major radio and 
television stations had all tried to get Dooley and Stenger to debate 
in a live broadcast.  The only invitation that both of them would 
accept was the League’s. We covered 18 different topics, using our 
tried and true League format and had lots of crowd participation. We 
had 15 volunteers working this event.  At the end of the night we 
were exhausted but gratified that voters had an opportunity to hear 
candidates answer their questions. 
 

Our Voter’s Guide for the August 5th primary election went live on 
line and in print form in the July 25th St. Louis Post-Dispatch.  The 
Guide featured 324 candidates, the five state wide proposed 
constitutional amendments and approximately 40 local propositions. 
 

Everyone is talking about whether St. Louis City and St. Louis 
County should remain as they are or form some type of joined 
government structure. At the St. Louis League’s annual meeting on 
April 26th members decided to add our educated and thoughtful  
voices to the conversation.  Members approved the following 
proposal: The League of Women Voters of St. Louis will conduct a 
two-year study of the relationship of the City of St. Louis and St. 
Louis County with emphasis on the question of whether St. Louis 
should become a municipality within St. Louis County.   LWVSTL 
has a long history of studying local government, and a number of  
members are interested in learning more about this issue in order to 
participate in the conversation.  
      
Seven delegates joined delegates from around Missouri to 
represent St. Louis and brought what they learned in workshops, 
caucuses, speakers, and other attendees from around the country 
back home.   
      

Kathleen Farrell & Linda McDaniel—Co-Presidents 
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