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Websites of Interest 
 

 www.lwvmissouri.org  
  (state)  
 www.lwv.org (national) 
 
 www.covermissouri.org 
    MO Foundation for Health 
 
www.sos.mo.gov 
   Secretary of State’s Office 
www.senate.mo.gov 
www.house.mo.gov 
    Missouri Legislature 

Information on local programs, 
articles and projects can be sent to. 
 shapeshome@yahoo.com 
 

Upcoming Voter Deadlines:   
April 15, 2014 (May-Junel) 

Upcoming Events - 2014 

• April 4 - Board Meeting 
 Columbia 

• April 5 - LWV MO State Confer-
ence; Springfield, MO 

• June 6-11 –Dallas, Texas  
 LWV US Convention;  

• June 7 – Board Meeting  

• Aug 9 – Board Meeting 

Presidents’ Message 

  
Katharine Lee Bates: America the Beautiful 
 
Since I was a kid, my favorite patriotic song has been 'America 
the Beautiful' and I've been thinking about it for some reason 
lately.  It’s kind of what our ancestors hoped for when they came 
over to settle and the natives enjoyed-spacious skies, amber 

grains of wheat and Purple Mountains' majesty. You know a place of freedom 
to be and make a living.  Sometimes I think of the song now, as conservatives 
and liberals, Republicans, Democrats, libertarians and tea partiers scrap and 
fight over what our country should look like in the future. We've been there 
before and with work by everyone, we'll get through this set of disagreements. 
But it’s not going to be easy.   All of us have to keep pushing forward for the 
best county we can envision.  
 
Curiosity drove me to look up the words to "America the Beautiful".  What I 
found was the author of the poem before it was set to music. She turned out 
to be a most interesting woman, Katharine Lee Bates from Massachusetts, a 
graduate of Wellsley High School, and Wellsley College where she received 
and MA over time while teaching and later did studies at Oxford University. 
She eventually became a professor at Wellsley and retired in 1925.    
 
The first draft of the poem, called "Pikes Peak", was quickly written in a note-
book during the summer of 1893, in Colorado where Bates was teaching Eng-
lish at Colorado College in Colorado Springs, CO. Just the title itself, remind-
ed me of a special week long seminar on antiquarian books during one Au-
gust there.  You look out the window on campus to the west and see Pikes 
Peak which for a Midwesterner is unique.  Later the poem was changed 
somewhat and set to music by Samuel A Ward who retitled it, "America the 
Beautiful".  Incidentally, Bates also introduced Mrs. Santa Claus which caught 
on with the public through a poem "Goody Santa Claus on a Sleigh Ride". 
 
A Book of Remembrance, one of her most recognized collections today, was 
actually published privately in 1922. Bates wrote this set of sonnets to honor 
her love Katharine Coman. She and Coman, both been professors at 
Wellesley, lived together for roughly 25 years. Bates was heartbroken over 
Coman's death in 1915. 
 
Politically, in the 20s Ms. Bates left her support of one political party in order 
to support the League of Nations. She said: "I cannot bear the betrayal of Mr. 
Wilson and rejection of the League of Nation our one hope of peace on earth."  
 

Continued on Page 2 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

This report is about what has happened, what is happening and future events. 
 

The Legislative Bulletin resumed in January, 2014 providing up-to-date information twice 
monthly on what is happening in the Missouri Legislature and other electoral processes. 
Please watch closely for late-minute ACTION ALERTS, and contact your legislators when 
requested. Legislators often say they “NEED TO HEAR FROM THEIR CONSTITUENTS”. And 
a thank you is always appropriate if your legislator responded to your contact. 
 

League members distributed our Legislative Priority Cards to the legislators on January 14.  
On February 11th League member, Peg Prendergast, testified at a hearing for the League in 
opposition to the required photo Id bills for voting. Several Columbia League members  
attended. 
 

Members of the League welcomed candidates filing for political positions on the first day of 
filing, February 25, 2014. 
 

At this time many legislative bills, ranging from student transfer issues, tax cuts, and required 
photo ID, are on a fast track with committee hearings, committee approval, and ready to be 
debated in the House or Senate.  
 

The Legislature is not the only decision law-maker. The Missouri voters have a say on initiative 
petitions that make it to the ballot, November, 2014. Currently the Secretary of State Office has 
approved approximately 60 initiative petitions for circulation. Amending the Missouri Constitu-
tion requires a minimum of 157,788 signatures in at least 6 congressional districts to get an 
amendment on the ballot. The deadline for submitting signatures is May 4, 2014 at 5 pm. 
 

The League cautions members about signing petitions if you are not fully informed as some 
petition gathers are paid by signatures and often provide misinformation to the voter. The 
League supports the “Decline to Sign” and “Think before you Ink” slogans promoted by various 
organizations. 
 

Mark Your Calendar. American Association of University Women invite other organizations to 
join them on Tuesday, April 8 at the Capitol for the Women’s Equality Rally at 11:30 in the   
Rotunda. The LWV is a supportive member of the ERA Campaign Coalition.  

President’s message continued from pg 1: 

Katharine Lee Bates died on March 28, 1929, in Wellesley, Massachusetts. Shortly after 
her death, there was an effort made to establish "America the Beautiful" as the nation's 
anthem, but the Star Spangled Banner' won instead.   She was a woman who might well 
be a contemporary of ours today.  
 
That the hymn has gained such a hold as it has upon our people, is clearly due to the fact 
that Americans are at heart idealists, with a fundamental faith in human brotherhood. 
       Katharine Bates  

Elaine Mitchell Blodgett  
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REPORT FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 LWVKC/JCP met for an informative Table Talk on Threats to Traditional Public 
Education.  Delores Blaser presented the concerns for Kansas City public schools as well as 
charter schools.  A number of the attendees had attended a public meeting at which DESE 
staff briefly explained each of the five plans being presented to the Missouri State Board of 
Education as options for unaccredited schools in the state.  This was followed by 90 minutes of 
public comments. Many of which were supportive of the KCMO school district remaining intact 
and enabling the current superintendent and school board to continue the efforts they have put 
in place.  These same people recognized there is much work to be done. 
 Present at the Table Talk were LWV members who have been educators with varied 
experience both local and in other countries.  Attendees agreed to write letters to the editors of 
local newspapers, using their own personal opinions and concerns especially with the CEE-
Trust.  This group has been the paid consultant to DESE and has recommended theirs as one 
of several plans for unaccredited schools to the Missouri State Board of Education, but, by 
their own information, they have had no previous experience with public or charter school 
administration. 
 The Initiative petition currently being circulated proposing a constitutional amendment 
allowing tax credits for donations to charter, private, and parochial schools was discussed with 
strong concern for the negative impact this would have on public schools. 
 A most recent Kansas City Star opinion urges the Missouri Board of Education not to 
embrace an experimental overhaul of Kansas City schools. A consortium of superintendents 
has recommended that failing schools be placed under the temporary control of an 
‘achievement district’ run by a state board. Schools and districts that fail to improve could 
eventually become part of a more successful district. Superintendents of neighboring school 
districts have expressed their willingness to help turn around the failing schools in the Kansas 
City district, and even annex them if necessary.  Given their track records and their under-
standing of the educational environment here, tapping their expertise looks like the quickest 
route to a turnaround, according to the Star’s opinion.  Most families in Kansas City are weary 
of educational experiments.  They want solid leadership in which they can place their 
confidence.  The faster the state leaders can facilitate that, the better.   
         Pauli Kendrick  

Come On Board — Lael Vonholt 
 Do you know someone who has good ideas and energy?  We are looking for that 
combination for the League of Women Voters of Missouri Board. 
 LWVMO is our state wide leadership organization, representing the membership 
through Legislative Action, Voter Service, Educational Opportunity, and the Missouri  
Voter.  Board members, both elected and appointed, meet on a regular basis to carry out 
their leadership role and report on their particular portfolio. 
 What do we do?  We advocate for League priorities through our non-partisan 
presence at the Legislature in Jefferson City.  At Spring Council and Fall Conference, we 
gather with members from around the state for legislative updates, networking, and 
educational workshops.  At State Convention every two years, the board and members state 
wide gather to elect new directors, approve the budget and any new bylaws, set the agenda, 
and hear speakers of note.  Most importantly, League friendships are renewed. 
 Would you like to join us?  Do you know of someone who would be excellent?  Two 
portfolios are currently available: Fund Raising and Membership/ Leadership 
Development.  Who should our nominating committee contact? 
 Are you interested?  If so, please contact our President, Elaine Blodgett, and tell her 
you're ready to come on board.    E- mail:  elaineblodgett@gmail.com 
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Voter Service 

 One of the strictest Voter ID proposals in the country is moving swiftly through the Missouri 
Legislature.  The Missouri League provided written testimony to Senate Committee members on 
February 3rd to the Senate committee on SB511 and SJR31.  Peg Prendergast KC testified Febru-
ary 11th on HB1073 and HJR 47.  This legislation will soon be considered by the Senate and House 
as a whole.  We will need an Action Alert to contact legislators and urge them to vote “no”.   
We need all our local Leagues to act!  Please make appointments immediately with your local state 
senators and representatives.  Make them aware of the facts about Voter Photo I.D.  Identify spe-

cific individuals in your communities who would face serious obstacles to getting the 
documentation necessary to obtain the photo IDs specified in this legislation.  Do you 
know anyone who has a birth certificate with errors?  Do women who have changed 
their names through marriage and divorce have certified copies of their marriage cer-
tificates and divorce decrees?  Do you know an older citizen who no longer has a val-

id driver’s license who does not have the certified documents necessary to obtain an ID?  Please 
find these individuals in your own communities so that you and the Missouri League can tell their 
stories. Collaborate with like-minded organizations in your community who also oppose this legisla-
tion.  The AAUW, NAACP, ACLU, MASW, teachers’ organizations, the Missouri Bar Association, 
churches and other community groups are all groups that we can and should work with.   
 Stopping this legislation is so important.  We will all have to work together to do so.   
 LWVUS has offered LWVMO the opportunity to apply for funding for a new PAVP grant to 

work on Voter Photo ID and other election issues.  A description of this grant program is attached 

for your review.  Administration of the PAVP program would be done by Linda McDaniel, Kathleen 

Farrell and Anna Mennerick out of the LWVMO office.  The focus of this program is to collaborate 

with other organizations in grass root efforts to educate the public and oppose this proposed consti-

tutional amendment and enabling legislation.  We are applying for grant funds in order to support 

our work.  We’ll keep you posted.  

Linda McDaniel & Kathleen Farrell 
Public Advocacy for Voter Protection  

Where Will the Flood of Money in Elections End?             Mary Lindsay 
 In 2012, money spent to influence congressional elections exceeded $4 Billion. Total 

spending for the Obama and Romney campaigns EACH topped $1 Billion! How much is too 

much? 

 Any day now the US Supreme Court will rule on McCutcheon v. FEC—the case of a 

wealthy Alabama man who sued the Federal Election Commission over current limits on political 

donations. 

 Since 1976, the Supreme Court has held that only direct “donations” to a candidate’s cam-

paign can corrupt the candidate. Consequently, the Court allows limits on donations to federal 

candidates, political parties and PACs and a cap of $123,200 on the aggregate (total) amount an 

individual can donate in a two year election cycle. (See OpenSecrets.org for details.) 

 The McCutcheon case does not contest the limit on donations to individual candidates, 

party committees, etc., but challenges the aggregate cap. If the Supreme Court overrules the 

FEC’s $123,200 aggregate donation limit in McCutcheon, a wealthy individual would be free to 

donate up to $3.6 million (70 times the median household income) to one party and all its federal 

candidates per election cycle. In 2010, only 0.26% of Americans gave $200 or more to any federal 

candidate; only 0.05 gave the maximum amount to any federal candidate; and only 0.01% gave 

$10,000 or more to federal candidates. Clearly, a very few super-rich Americans already enjoy an 

overarching influence on elections and surely on those who are elected. If the Supreme Court 

strikes down the aggregate donation limit, the voices of ordinary Americans will be further muffled. 
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We are over half way through our fiscal year, so it is a good time to talk about where our      
finances are strong or weak. The good news is our finances are doing as well as can be      
expected. Many of you responded to our letter in December and sent monies that we were 
able to deposit in December and January. Those monies are greatly appreciated, Thank You! 
LWVMO had budgeted an income of $9,260.00 and we actually had $11,260.00 as income; 
our expenses were budgeted to be $8,986.41 and the actual expenses were $10,458.09. 
(These numbers are all as of December 31st.) As you can see we had more income than   
budget projected, but we also had more expenses than was budgeted. The overage in         
expenses were scattered over several categories (copies, postage, board/officer expenses, 
and action activities) most of these either had little or no budgeted dollars. So as it turns out 
the net result is we are only $300.00 ahead of where the original budget would put us.  
 As you read the Legislative report you can quickly see we have lots of work to do this 
legislative session; so there is lots more expense to manage as we try to influence these     
issues. LWVUS has offered LWVMO the opportunity to apply for funding for a new PAVP grant 
and we will be pursuing this opportunity. Hopefully we will be able to secure this grant money 
which will help in our efforts as we work to educate the public and oppose the proposed      
constitutional amendment and enabling legislation.  
 However, there are more issues that we will be working to address, so more money will 
be needed to support those of you who will be testifying or doing other efforts as we try to    
influence the outcomes of this legislative session. If you think of ways that we might raise    
additional funds, please contact me or any of the Board members. Thank you again for your 
financial support. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS SPRING CONFERENCE  
IN SPRINGFIELD - APRIL 4 and 5, 2014 

 
 Take a springtime drive to the beautiful Ozarks for this year’s State Conference,     
Saturday, April 5. The League of Southwest Missouri is making plans to welcome you and 
your League to a day of sessions on topics League members want to know more about. 
 Our keynote speaker will be Dr. Michael Stout, associate professor of sociology at 
Missouri State University co-author of a new report on Missouri’s civic health. In the report, 
“The Role of Civic Engagement in Missouri,” Stout says many people underestimate the 
“human element,” the impact made by relationships, neighbors, communities. 
  “When we think about how to address the issues that face our communities, we tend 
to think about government or the private sector,” Stout recently told St. Louis Public Radio. 
“We don’t talk a lot about the role our communities can play,” and the difference citizens can 
make by getting involved.  
 Thanks to improved highways, travel to Springfield from Columbia is about 2.5 hours, 
from Kansas City and St. Louis, 3 hours, from Cape Girardeau, 5 hours. 
  State Council will be held at Ozarks Community Technical College in Springfield. 
Come the night before and join a reception hosted by the League of Southwest Missouri. This 
Friday night casual reception will follow the regular meeting of the State League board of   
directors. 
 Following Council, consider a side trip to Branson, located about 40 minutes south of 

Springfield. A museum with some of the best artifacts from the Titanic, a butterfly house,   

music shows, Dogwood Canyon Nature Park and restaurants await you. Or, since you’re that 

close, travel south about two hours to the outstanding Crystal Bridges Museum of American 

Art in Bentonville, Arkansas. It’s open on Sundays 10 am to 6 pm. 

Financial Report 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MISSOURI 

 

REGISTRATION FOR SPRING CONFERENCE IN SPRINGFIELD APRIL 4-5  
 

DON’T MISS YOUR OPPORTUNITY FOR TRAINING, EXCHANGING IDEAS,  
PLANNING and STRATEGY FOR ACTION ITEMS LIKE 

 
                                                                       

 
 
 
 

                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 

STATE BOARD MEETING: Webster University-Ozarks Regional Campus,  
321 W Battlefield on Friday at 2:30 p.m.  Reception hosted by the League of  
Southwest Missouri will following the board meeting. 
 
SPRING CONFERENCE : Ozarks Technical Community College, 1001 E. Chestnut                                  
                          registration will begin Saturday at 9 a.m. 
 

Cut and return form with payment to LWVMO 8706 Manchester Rd. #104, St. Louis, 
MO 63144; or scan the form and email to mennericka@lwvmissouri.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
LEAGUE: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBERS: 
HOME________________________________CELL__________________________________ 

 
______I plan to arrive on Friday for Board Meeting – starts at 2:30PM 
 
_____ I plan to arrive on Saturday: Registration starts at 9:00AM 
 
I am bringing ____ guests/members: Name/s: _______________________________ 
 
Cost:   Saturday $30.00 per person includes all materials and meals 

Keeping public school  
districts viable     

Protecting all citizens’  
right to vote 

Supporting/Opposing Ballot Issues in November 
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Officers 
President:  Elaine Blodgett 
Vice President:  Debby Waite Howard 
Secretary: Marilyn McLeod 
Treasurer: Jerry Osborne 
 

Directors 
Nancy Copenhaver: Public Advocacy 
 for Voter Protection (PAVP) 
Barb Davis: Voter Service, Oral History 
 Project, Health 
Kathleen Farrell: Voter Service 
Pauli Kendrick: Education 
Linda McDaniel: Elections 
Marty Ott: Legislative Action 
Peg Prendergast: Empowering Young 
 Voters, MO Voter 
Open: Environment 
 

Nominating Committee 
Cindy Stephens, Chair 
Mary Merritt 
Lael Von Holt 
  
LWVUS Board Liaison: Janis  
   McMillen 
 
Webmaster:  Rachel Brekhus 
 
Joint Office Executive Director: 
 Anna Mennerick 

Fact Checking 
Want to check the accuracy of  
allegations  or emails?  Go to … 
     
 www.politifact.com or  
 www.factcheck.org 
 www.flackcheck.org 
 www.snopes.com 

Local League Activities 
Kansas City/J/C/P:  Voter Suppression:  In January, for our 
regular monthly meeting, we joined with the Kansas City Chapter of 
the American Association of University Women (AAUW) to host a 
seminar on voter suppression, with emphasis on Missouri.  This 
was particularly timely, in light of the Missouri legislature’s consider-
ation of proposed legislation to require more rigorous identification 
(namely a government-issued photo ID) as a requirement for voting. 
Ending Gun Violence:  In January, our Board made a decision to 
focus greater attention on ending violence, notably gun violence.   
In 2013, Kansas City, MO, proved yet again to be one of America’s 
deadliest cities with over 100 murders and countless attempted 
homicides.   On January 13, our League hosted a “table talk”   
evening event  during which we focused on a set of guidelines and 
actions proposed for action by the Mayor and the City Council to 
make Kansas City a safer place.  Members of our League were part 
of the process to develop those guidelines, which had been     
adopted by the KCMO Health Commission  and sent to the City 
Council for consideration and action.  In February, our League 
joined a coalition, with leadership provided by the Missouri-Kansas 
Grandmothers Against Gun Violence, in order to enhance         
communications among like-minded groups to better influence  
public policy and action.  This coalition of organizations currently 
represents over 2,000 women and men in the greater Kansas City 
area, and it continues to grow.  League members participated also 
in the inaugural meeting of a KCMO Health Commission Task 
Force directed toward enhancing programs to address the root 
causes, not just the symptoms, of violence.  Agriculture Study:  Our 
March 15 regular meeting will be a final session on the Agriculture 
study.  We will have a speaker from the U.S. Department of       
Agriculture’s risk management program, who will speak about crop 
insurance and related issues.  Following this presentation, we will 
have lunch and then our consensus development session. 
 Linda Smith—President 
 

St. Louis:  It’s Cold Outside but Buzzing in the St. Louis  

 We have been busy in St. Louis!  Our deputized registrars 

volunteer 3-4 times a month and add approximately 150 new voters 

to the rolls each and every month.  We have  8 candidate forums 

scheduled and a Voters Guide in progress with over 900            

candidates.  And that’s just the voter service side!   

 We did program planning in January and are contemplating 

a local study of the possible admission of St. Louis City as a       

municipality in St. Louis County. Mickey Croyle and the               

Environmental Quality Committee members are hard at work     

preparing for the Agriculture position consensus.  They are holding 

a special informational session February 22nd to help us get ready 

for March unit meetings.  Marty Ott and her Education Committee 

members brought the school transfer issue to February unit     

meetings.  Those were lively.  

 We have two new members this month.  On Saturday, 

March 15th we will hold our first Trivia Night at Nerinx Hall in     

Webster Groves.  We will have general trivia with some politically 

themed questions, raffles, a silent auction, games and of course 

mulligans!  Any of you who want to come to St. Louis that        

weekend?  You are most welcome.   

 We are looking forward to seeing all of you in Springfield. 

                  Kathleen Farrell & Linda McDaniel—Co-Presidents 
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