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LWVUS Legislative Priorities for 2014   
 
The LWVUS Board established the following as Legislative Priorities for 2014:  

Money in Politics and Voting Rights.   

 
In addition, the following were included as a second tier of focus for 2014: 

 
Affordable Care Act, Reproductive Choice, Immigration and the 

Environment. 

 
Other issues, third tier (watch) such as Fiscal Policy/Social and Economic Justice and Gun Safety 
may be acted on as opportunities arise for League action, if they do not interfere with action on 
an LWVUS priority, and it appears the LWVUS can make an impact. 
 
The Board considered many issues and the responses from League members suggesting 
Legislative Priorities. The decisions were based on what issues are likely to come before the 
second session of the 113th Congress, the opportunities to make an impact, program decisions 
made by members at the last Convention, member interest, and resources available to manage 
these priorities effectively. The Board reviews these priorities throughout the year, making 
changes if necessary. 
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Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 

Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP)Chairs 
 
Photo ID bills advance 
 
On February 11th the House Elections Committee held a hearing on HJR 47 and HB 1073, 
known as the Photo Id bills requiring a government issued photo Id in order to vote. If passed by 
the General Assembly, HJR is the constitutional amendment to go to the voters for approval. HB 
1073 is the enabling bill. League member, Peg Prendergast, testified in opposition with several 
Columbia League members in attendance. Both bills were voted out of committee and sent to the 
Rules Committee. They could be brought before the House for debate this week. This is the 8th 
time Photo Id has advanced in the Missouri General Assembly.  
 
Representative Stacey Newman, the ranking committee Democrat, asked the sponsor, Rep. Tony 
Dugger (R-Hartville), why Missouri needs this bill when over 220,000 longtime current Missouri 
voters cannot get the required underlying documents without great time and expense.  He said, 
"There is the potential for voter inpersonation fraud". Not one case has been prosecuted in 
Missouri. 
 
The League opposes both bills. Watch for Action Alerts to contact your legislators. 

 

Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 
 
As of today,  SB518 (Sater) is the bill which has made the most progress of the MO 
HealthNet  bills, having been placed on the Senate’s Informal Calendar for Perfection.  SB518 
would extend MO HealthNet managed care statewide for the current managed care population, 
as well as developing a transitional Medicaid payment plan for community mental health centers. 
 
Senator Romine’s SB 739 has been referred to the Veterans’ Affairs and Health 
Committee.  Senator LaVota made a valiant effort to pass an amendment which would have 
moved the qualifications to 138% of the federal poverty level, but the amendment was 
rejected.  Had it passed, that would have satisfied one of the LWVMO health priorities. Senator 
LaVota has SB661 which has been Second Read and referred to the Veterans’ Affairs and Health 
Committee.   
 
This bill extends benefits under  the MO HealthNet program to persons ages 19 and older, but 
younger than 65, who are not otherwise eligible for MO HealthNet services or who qualify under 
the Affordable Care Act of 2010, and who have income at or below 133 of the federal poverty 
level, plus 5% of the applicable family size.  This is the program matching the Affordable Care 
Act which we support. 
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In the House of Representatives, several bills related to Missouri HealthNet have been Second 
Read and referred to the Government and Accountability Committee.  They are HB1117 
(LaFaver), HB1168 (Butler), HB1239 (Chris Kelly), and HB1686 (Butler), while HB1662 
(Richardson) has been referred to the Standing Committee on Emerging Issues in Health Care. 
 
Another very important MO HealthNet-related bill for which the public hearing has already 
been held is HB1223 (Zerr).  Passage of this bill would change the asset limits to qualify for MO 
HealthNet benefits to $5,000 for a single person and $10,000 for a married couple from the 
current $1,000 for a single person and $5,000 for a married couple. 

 

3 THINGS YOU CAN DO IN 3 MINUTES TO SUPPORT MEDICAID 
EXPANSION 
1.     Call 1-877-841-7419 to leave a message for your Senator! 
•    Leave your name and address 
•    Say why you support Medicaid expansion (e.g., it saves lives, creates jobs, helps 
keep hospitals open) 
•    Let them know if you or someone you know is in the Medicaid gap 
  
2.    Sign the petition on our website: www.momedicaidcoalition.org 

  
3.    Follow us on Facebook: MO Medicaid Coalition and Twitter: Medicaid4MO 

AND Attend one of the following Lobby Days: 

 

Wednesday, February 12 
Tuesday, February 25 
Tuesday, March 11 
Wednesday, March 26 
Tuesday, April 8 
Wednesday, April 9 (Larger, Student Focused Day) 
Wednesday, April 23 
Tuesday, May 6 
Wednesday, May 14 
 
We will train you!  Contact mohealthcareforall@gmail.com or 877-383-8884 to 
RSVP or for more information 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 
 
TAX “DEAL”? 
Last week Governor Jay Nixon outlined a so-called deal on tax cuts with Senator Will Kraus, the 
sponsor of several tax cut measures in the past two years. Broadly, the deal would cut the top 
income tax by 0.25% if the K-12 foundation formula is fully funded and revenue grows by $200 
million. An additional .25% cut would take effect if low income housing and historic preservation 
tax credits are capped.  
  
The Missouri Budget Project’s research showed that the “deal” is skewed to benefit Missouri’s 
wealthiest families and leaves all services vulnerable to cuts as a result of the deal’s $364 - $500 
million cost. Moreover, it is unclear whether the “deal” even truly ensures long-term funding of 
K-12 education. Once the tax cuts go into effect, it seems that core education funding could then 
be reduced.  
  
MBP further notes that, while full funding of K-12 education is necessary for Missouri’s 
economic growth, it is not sufficient. Our state must ensure adequate revenue to invest in 
preschool through higher education so all Missourians have access to opportunity; public safety 
for safe, stable communities; and mental health and social services to help Missouri families most 
in need. 
  
It is unclear whether the House or other Senators will be interested in pursuing the Nixon/Kraus 
deal. Some senators have expressed unease with the proposal, and House Speaker Tim Jones has 
previously indicated that tax cuts should be addressed separately from tax credits.  
  
The proposed deal will likely be introduced as a floor substitute to SB 509 (Kraus), which the 
Senate debated and laid over last week. Further debate, and a floor substitute, could happen as 
early as this week.  

EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT 
Rep. LaFaver’s HB 1120, a proposal to create an Earned Income Tax Credit has been voted out 
of committee.  An EITC would help families, encourage work, improve educational outcomes, 
and have lasting economic benefits according to MBP.  Many other states have EITCs, which are 
a proven tool to reduce poverty. 
 
TAX BILLS HEARD IN COMMITTEE 
Sen. Schaefer’s SB 733 was heard in the Senate Ways and Means Committee last week.  It would 
reduce the tax rate on personal income and corporate income and raises the cap on deductions 
from federal income tax for state income taxes.  SJR 44, also Schaefer’s, would require any 
revenue received by the state in a fiscal year over the amount appropriated for that fiscal year to 
be returned to taxpayers in the form of a refundable tax credit.  As a proposed constitutional 
amendment, it would have to be approved by the voters.  Obviously, both would hamper the state 
in its ability to fund needed services, already a problem. 
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EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT, Marty Ott, Director and Legislative Action Chair 
 

The League of Women Voters of Missouri supports the efforts of the ERA MO Coalition in 
contacting state legislators to pass the ERA in Missouri.   

To locate your state representative go to http://www.house.mo.gov, type in zip + 4.   
 
To locate your state senator go to htt;://senate.mo.gov, type in address, city, zipcode. 

A few talking points from an AAUW-MO publication--- 
Pay Discrimination Impacts Us All: 

• Missouri women make on average just 78 cents for each dollar paid to men. 

• Each year this amounts to an average wage gap for Missouri’s women of $9,281. 

• 62% of Missouri women work full or part-time.  

• 285,000 Missouri women are the primary breadwinner for their families. 

• The wage gap follows women all the way into retirement. 38% of 65+ year old Missouri women 
live at or near poverty.  

No Guarantee Against General Discrimination: 

• Women are not equal under the U.S. law, and are subject to an array of state and federal laws 
that can be changed at any minute. 

• Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia offered his opinion that the 14th Amendment does not 
cover gender discrimination. 

• The Iowa Supreme court ruled in 2013 that it was legal to fire a woman for being too attractive. 

• Women still experience limitations to leadership positions in their workplace and in our 
government. 

Equal Protection Is Simple Justice: 

• Missouri women have equal responsibilities. We pay the same tax rates, pay the same tuition 
rates, and pay the same for consumer goods and services necessary to live. 

• Missouri women deserve to have our rights written into the Constitution and consistently 
protected. 

• Missouri women deserve to have the Equal Rights Amendment passed as part of the three state 
strategy introduced in Congress which, if passed, would require only 3 more states for 
ratification. 


