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The League of Women Voters of Missouri a non-partisan 
political organization, encourages informed and active citizen 
participation in government, works to increase understanding 
of public policy issues, and influences public policy through 
education and advocacy. 
 
Members educate themselves on issues, lobby for causes for 
which the League has a position, and extend information to 
others through public forums, educational publications, 
coalitions, and public speaking.  
 
The League encourages communication with elected officials, 
and promotes citizen participation in the democratic process. 
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This issue will introduce you to the session itself and the legislative 
priorities of LWVMO.  LWVMO and LWVUS positions guide us in 
selecting bills/issues to support or oppose throughout each 
legislative session.  

According to the LWVUS “Impact on Issues”, the goals for setting 
priorities to guide the LWV advocacy work are to:  
(1) Enhance the League's effectiveness by concentrating resources 
on priority issues;  
(2) Build the League's credibility and visibility by projecting a 
focused and consistent image;  
(3) Ensure that the League has sufficient issue and political expertise 
to act knowledgeably; and  
(4) Enable the League to manage resources effectively.  
 
In setting legislative priorities, the Board considers the following:  
1) Opportunities for the League to make an impact;  
(2) Program decisions made at Convention and/or Council;  
(3) Member interest; and  
(4) Resources available to manage effectively. 
 
The LWVMO priorities were chosen based on member interest and 
timeliness. Advocacy/Legislative Committee members will be 
reporting to you on the progress of bills and other activities.  These 
volunteers study bills and report to you the action Leaguers need to 
take.  We hope this is not a “one-way conversation,” that you will 
inform yourself, respond to Action Alerts and help us urge passage 
or defeat of legislation that will best serve all Missourians. We will 
continue to monitor and report on other league positions, including 
education, campaign finance reform, death penalty, environmental 
issues and others when deemed necessary. 
 

 

 

 
 



3 

LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2014 
 
 
An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
 

 

 

 

 
On January 14, 2014 the LWVMO demonstrated their “Opportunities 
for the League to make an impact” by distributing our Legislative 
Priority Card to Missouri Legislators. Although many legislators were 
in committee hearings or meetings, some were available to speak 
with to share our positions and also to listen to their concerns. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 

 

               ******************************************** 

 

One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 

This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 

for the issue of taxation.  After last year’s veto of the income tax measure by 
the Governor and the subsequent sustaining of his veto in September, the 

Republican leadership is anxious to pass a tax reduction bill that would go to 

the governor early enough in the session to require the governor’s action 
during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
around the governor to a vote of the people in November, 2014.  It also 

allows an opportunity, if the legislature and the governor so choose, to work 
together to actually restructure Missouri’s outdated tax structure to one more 

suited to this century than early in the last century. 
 

The issue of tax credits should be another “hot button” issue, with many 
decrying the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars (around $600 million) 

from general revenue that could be allocated for other state needs and others 
noting that tax credits can be a helpful instrument to use in attracting job 

creation to the state.  This is not even altogether a partisan issue as there 
are pros and cons on both sides of the aisle on this issue.  Already tax credit 

measures have been filed in the Senate that would:  create new tax credits, 

eliminate current tax credits, reauthorize current tax credits, prohibit further 
reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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Future editions of the LWV Legislative Bulletin will cover bills with committee 
hearings scheduled and discuss the pros and cons of tax legislation which 

seems to be moving in the state legislature.  Contacting your legislators as 
well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  

 

 

Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 
Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 

Chair 

 
The League of Women Voters of Missouri believes equality of opportunity in 

education is a state responsibility. The League will continue to support 
adequate financing, quality programs, and early childhood education.  

 
The League will monitor legislation introduced to address unaccredited or 

provisionally accredited school districts and the current student transfer law.  
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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Future editions of the LWV Legislative Bulletin will cover bills with committee 
hearings scheduled and discuss the pros and cons of tax legislation which 

seems to be moving in the state legislature.  Contacting your legislators as 
well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  

 

 

Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 
Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 

Chair 

 
The League of Women Voters of Missouri believes equality of opportunity in 

education is a state responsibility. The League will continue to support 
adequate financing, quality programs, and early childhood education.  

 
The League will monitor legislation introduced to address unaccredited or 

provisionally accredited school districts and the current student transfer law.  
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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This issue will introduce you to the session itself and the legislative 
priorities of LWVMO.  LWVMO and LWVUS positions guide us in 
selecting bills/issues to support or oppose throughout each 
legislative session.  

According to the LWVUS “Impact on Issues”, the goals for setting 
priorities to guide the LWV advocacy work are to:  
(1) Enhance the League's effectiveness by concentrating resources 
on priority issues;  
(2) Build the League's credibility and visibility by projecting a 
focused and consistent image;  
(3) Ensure that the League has sufficient issue and political expertise 
to act knowledgeably; and  
(4) Enable the League to manage resources effectively.  
 
In setting legislative priorities, the Board considers the following:  
1) Opportunities for the League to make an impact;  
(2) Program decisions made at Convention and/or Council;  
(3) Member interest; and  
(4) Resources available to manage effectively. 
 
The LWVMO priorities were chosen based on member interest and 
timeliness. Advocacy/Legislative Committee members will be 
reporting to you on the progress of bills and other activities.  These 
volunteers study bills and report to you the action Leaguers need to 
take.  We hope this is not a “one-way conversation,” that you will 
inform yourself, respond to Action Alerts and help us urge passage 
or defeat of legislation that will best serve all Missourians. We will 
continue to monitor and report on other league positions, including 
education, campaign finance reform, death penalty, environmental 
issues and others when deemed necessary. 
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LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2014 
 
 
An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
 

 

 

 

 
On January 14, 2014 the LWVMO demonstrated their “Opportunities 
for the League to make an impact” by distributing our Legislative 
Priority Card to Missouri Legislators. Although many legislators were 
in committee hearings or meetings, some were available to speak 
with to share our positions and also to listen to their concerns. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 

 

               ******************************************** 

 

One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 

This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 

for the issue of taxation.  After last year’s veto of the income tax measure by 
the Governor and the subsequent sustaining of his veto in September, the 

Republican leadership is anxious to pass a tax reduction bill that would go to 

the governor early enough in the session to require the governor’s action 
during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
around the governor to a vote of the people in November, 2014.  It also 

allows an opportunity, if the legislature and the governor so choose, to work 
together to actually restructure Missouri’s outdated tax structure to one more 

suited to this century than early in the last century. 
 

The issue of tax credits should be another “hot button” issue, with many 
decrying the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars (around $600 million) 

from general revenue that could be allocated for other state needs and others 
noting that tax credits can be a helpful instrument to use in attracting job 

creation to the state.  This is not even altogether a partisan issue as there 
are pros and cons on both sides of the aisle on this issue.  Already tax credit 

measures have been filed in the Senate that would:  create new tax credits, 

eliminate current tax credits, reauthorize current tax credits, prohibit further 
reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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Future editions of the LWV Legislative Bulletin will cover bills with committee 
hearings scheduled and discuss the pros and cons of tax legislation which 

seems to be moving in the state legislature.  Contacting your legislators as 
well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  

 

 

Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 
Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 

Chair 

 
The League of Women Voters of Missouri believes equality of opportunity in 

education is a state responsibility. The League will continue to support 
adequate financing, quality programs, and early childhood education.  

 
The League will monitor legislation introduced to address unaccredited or 

provisionally accredited school districts and the current student transfer law.  
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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priorities of LWVMO.  LWVMO and LWVUS positions guide us in 
selecting bills/issues to support or oppose throughout each 
legislative session.  
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on priority issues;  
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to act knowledgeably; and  
(4) Enable the League to manage resources effectively.  
 
In setting legislative priorities, the Board considers the following:  
1) Opportunities for the League to make an impact;  
(2) Program decisions made at Convention and/or Council;  
(3) Member interest; and  
(4) Resources available to manage effectively. 
 
The LWVMO priorities were chosen based on member interest and 
timeliness. Advocacy/Legislative Committee members will be 
reporting to you on the progress of bills and other activities.  These 
volunteers study bills and report to you the action Leaguers need to 
take.  We hope this is not a “one-way conversation,” that you will 
inform yourself, respond to Action Alerts and help us urge passage 
or defeat of legislation that will best serve all Missourians. We will 
continue to monitor and report on other league positions, including 
education, campaign finance reform, death penalty, environmental 
issues and others when deemed necessary. 
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LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2014 
 
 
An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
 

 

 

 

 
On January 14, 2014 the LWVMO demonstrated their “Opportunities 
for the League to make an impact” by distributing our Legislative 
Priority Card to Missouri Legislators. Although many legislators were 
in committee hearings or meetings, some were available to speak 
with to share our positions and also to listen to their concerns. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 

 

               ******************************************** 

 

One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 

This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 

for the issue of taxation.  After last year’s veto of the income tax measure by 
the Governor and the subsequent sustaining of his veto in September, the 

Republican leadership is anxious to pass a tax reduction bill that would go to 

the governor early enough in the session to require the governor’s action 
during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
around the governor to a vote of the people in November, 2014.  It also 

allows an opportunity, if the legislature and the governor so choose, to work 
together to actually restructure Missouri’s outdated tax structure to one more 

suited to this century than early in the last century. 
 

The issue of tax credits should be another “hot button” issue, with many 
decrying the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars (around $600 million) 

from general revenue that could be allocated for other state needs and others 
noting that tax credits can be a helpful instrument to use in attracting job 

creation to the state.  This is not even altogether a partisan issue as there 
are pros and cons on both sides of the aisle on this issue.  Already tax credit 

measures have been filed in the Senate that would:  create new tax credits, 

eliminate current tax credits, reauthorize current tax credits, prohibit further 
reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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Future editions of the LWV Legislative Bulletin will cover bills with committee 
hearings scheduled and discuss the pros and cons of tax legislation which 

seems to be moving in the state legislature.  Contacting your legislators as 
well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  

 

 

Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 
Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 

Chair 

 
The League of Women Voters of Missouri believes equality of opportunity in 

education is a state responsibility. The League will continue to support 
adequate financing, quality programs, and early childhood education.  

 
The League will monitor legislation introduced to address unaccredited or 

provisionally accredited school districts and the current student transfer law.  
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2014 
 
 
An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
 

 

 

 

 
On January 14, 2014 the LWVMO demonstrated their “Opportunities 
for the League to make an impact” by distributing our Legislative 
Priority Card to Missouri Legislators. Although many legislators were 
in committee hearings or meetings, some were available to speak 
with to share our positions and also to listen to their concerns. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 

 

               ******************************************** 

 

One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 

This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 

for the issue of taxation.  After last year’s veto of the income tax measure by 
the Governor and the subsequent sustaining of his veto in September, the 

Republican leadership is anxious to pass a tax reduction bill that would go to 

the governor early enough in the session to require the governor’s action 
during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
around the governor to a vote of the people in November, 2014.  It also 

allows an opportunity, if the legislature and the governor so choose, to work 
together to actually restructure Missouri’s outdated tax structure to one more 

suited to this century than early in the last century. 
 

The issue of tax credits should be another “hot button” issue, with many 
decrying the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars (around $600 million) 

from general revenue that could be allocated for other state needs and others 
noting that tax credits can be a helpful instrument to use in attracting job 

creation to the state.  This is not even altogether a partisan issue as there 
are pros and cons on both sides of the aisle on this issue.  Already tax credit 

measures have been filed in the Senate that would:  create new tax credits, 

eliminate current tax credits, reauthorize current tax credits, prohibit further 
reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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Future editions of the LWV Legislative Bulletin will cover bills with committee 
hearings scheduled and discuss the pros and cons of tax legislation which 

seems to be moving in the state legislature.  Contacting your legislators as 
well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  

 

 

Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 
Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 

Chair 

 
The League of Women Voters of Missouri believes equality of opportunity in 

education is a state responsibility. The League will continue to support 
adequate financing, quality programs, and early childhood education.  

 
The League will monitor legislation introduced to address unaccredited or 

provisionally accredited school districts and the current student transfer law.  
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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This issue will introduce you to the session itself and the legislative 
priorities of LWVMO.  LWVMO and LWVUS positions guide us in 
selecting bills/issues to support or oppose throughout each 
legislative session.  

According to the LWVUS “Impact on Issues”, the goals for setting 
priorities to guide the LWV advocacy work are to:  
(1) Enhance the League's effectiveness by concentrating resources 
on priority issues;  
(2) Build the League's credibility and visibility by projecting a 
focused and consistent image;  
(3) Ensure that the League has sufficient issue and political expertise 
to act knowledgeably; and  
(4) Enable the League to manage resources effectively.  
 
In setting legislative priorities, the Board considers the following:  
1) Opportunities for the League to make an impact;  
(2) Program decisions made at Convention and/or Council;  
(3) Member interest; and  
(4) Resources available to manage effectively. 
 
The LWVMO priorities were chosen based on member interest and 
timeliness. Advocacy/Legislative Committee members will be 
reporting to you on the progress of bills and other activities.  These 
volunteers study bills and report to you the action Leaguers need to 
take.  We hope this is not a “one-way conversation,” that you will 
inform yourself, respond to Action Alerts and help us urge passage 
or defeat of legislation that will best serve all Missourians. We will 
continue to monitor and report on other league positions, including 
education, campaign finance reform, death penalty, environmental 
issues and others when deemed necessary. 
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LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2014 
 
 
An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
 

 

 

 

 
On January 14, 2014 the LWVMO demonstrated their “Opportunities 
for the League to make an impact” by distributing our Legislative 
Priority Card to Missouri Legislators. Although many legislators were 
in committee hearings or meetings, some were available to speak 
with to share our positions and also to listen to their concerns. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 

 

               ******************************************** 

 

One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 

This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 

for the issue of taxation.  After last year’s veto of the income tax measure by 
the Governor and the subsequent sustaining of his veto in September, the 

Republican leadership is anxious to pass a tax reduction bill that would go to 

the governor early enough in the session to require the governor’s action 
during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
around the governor to a vote of the people in November, 2014.  It also 

allows an opportunity, if the legislature and the governor so choose, to work 
together to actually restructure Missouri’s outdated tax structure to one more 

suited to this century than early in the last century. 
 

The issue of tax credits should be another “hot button” issue, with many 
decrying the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars (around $600 million) 

from general revenue that could be allocated for other state needs and others 
noting that tax credits can be a helpful instrument to use in attracting job 

creation to the state.  This is not even altogether a partisan issue as there 
are pros and cons on both sides of the aisle on this issue.  Already tax credit 

measures have been filed in the Senate that would:  create new tax credits, 

eliminate current tax credits, reauthorize current tax credits, prohibit further 
reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  
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Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 
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One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 
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during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
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recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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This issue will introduce you to the session itself and the legislative 
priorities of LWVMO.  LWVMO and LWVUS positions guide us in 
selecting bills/issues to support or oppose throughout each 
legislative session.  

According to the LWVUS “Impact on Issues”, the goals for setting 
priorities to guide the LWV advocacy work are to:  
(1) Enhance the League's effectiveness by concentrating resources 
on priority issues;  
(2) Build the League's credibility and visibility by projecting a 
focused and consistent image;  
(3) Ensure that the League has sufficient issue and political expertise 
to act knowledgeably; and  
(4) Enable the League to manage resources effectively.  
 
In setting legislative priorities, the Board considers the following:  
1) Opportunities for the League to make an impact;  
(2) Program decisions made at Convention and/or Council;  
(3) Member interest; and  
(4) Resources available to manage effectively. 
 
The LWVMO priorities were chosen based on member interest and 
timeliness. Advocacy/Legislative Committee members will be 
reporting to you on the progress of bills and other activities.  These 
volunteers study bills and report to you the action Leaguers need to 
take.  We hope this is not a “one-way conversation,” that you will 
inform yourself, respond to Action Alerts and help us urge passage 
or defeat of legislation that will best serve all Missourians. We will 
continue to monitor and report on other league positions, including 
education, campaign finance reform, death penalty, environmental 
issues and others when deemed necessary. 
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LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2014 
 
 
An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
 

 

 

 

 
On January 14, 2014 the LWVMO demonstrated their “Opportunities 
for the League to make an impact” by distributing our Legislative 
Priority Card to Missouri Legislators. Although many legislators were 
in committee hearings or meetings, some were available to speak 
with to share our positions and also to listen to their concerns. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 

 

               ******************************************** 

 

One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 

This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 

for the issue of taxation.  After last year’s veto of the income tax measure by 
the Governor and the subsequent sustaining of his veto in September, the 

Republican leadership is anxious to pass a tax reduction bill that would go to 

the governor early enough in the session to require the governor’s action 
during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
around the governor to a vote of the people in November, 2014.  It also 

allows an opportunity, if the legislature and the governor so choose, to work 
together to actually restructure Missouri’s outdated tax structure to one more 

suited to this century than early in the last century. 
 

The issue of tax credits should be another “hot button” issue, with many 
decrying the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars (around $600 million) 

from general revenue that could be allocated for other state needs and others 
noting that tax credits can be a helpful instrument to use in attracting job 

creation to the state.  This is not even altogether a partisan issue as there 
are pros and cons on both sides of the aisle on this issue.  Already tax credit 

measures have been filed in the Senate that would:  create new tax credits, 

eliminate current tax credits, reauthorize current tax credits, prohibit further 
reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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Future editions of the LWV Legislative Bulletin will cover bills with committee 
hearings scheduled and discuss the pros and cons of tax legislation which 

seems to be moving in the state legislature.  Contacting your legislators as 
well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  

 

 

Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 
Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 

Chair 

 
The League of Women Voters of Missouri believes equality of opportunity in 

education is a state responsibility. The League will continue to support 
adequate financing, quality programs, and early childhood education.  

 
The League will monitor legislation introduced to address unaccredited or 

provisionally accredited school districts and the current student transfer law.  
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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This issue will introduce you to the session itself and the legislative 
priorities of LWVMO.  LWVMO and LWVUS positions guide us in 
selecting bills/issues to support or oppose throughout each 
legislative session.  

According to the LWVUS “Impact on Issues”, the goals for setting 
priorities to guide the LWV advocacy work are to:  
(1) Enhance the League's effectiveness by concentrating resources 
on priority issues;  
(2) Build the League's credibility and visibility by projecting a 
focused and consistent image;  
(3) Ensure that the League has sufficient issue and political expertise 
to act knowledgeably; and  
(4) Enable the League to manage resources effectively.  
 
In setting legislative priorities, the Board considers the following:  
1) Opportunities for the League to make an impact;  
(2) Program decisions made at Convention and/or Council;  
(3) Member interest; and  
(4) Resources available to manage effectively. 
 
The LWVMO priorities were chosen based on member interest and 
timeliness. Advocacy/Legislative Committee members will be 
reporting to you on the progress of bills and other activities.  These 
volunteers study bills and report to you the action Leaguers need to 
take.  We hope this is not a “one-way conversation,” that you will 
inform yourself, respond to Action Alerts and help us urge passage 
or defeat of legislation that will best serve all Missourians. We will 
continue to monitor and report on other league positions, including 
education, campaign finance reform, death penalty, environmental 
issues and others when deemed necessary. 
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LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2014 
 
 
An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
 

 

 

 

 
On January 14, 2014 the LWVMO demonstrated their “Opportunities 
for the League to make an impact” by distributing our Legislative 
Priority Card to Missouri Legislators. Although many legislators were 
in committee hearings or meetings, some were available to speak 
with to share our positions and also to listen to their concerns. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 

 

               ******************************************** 

 

One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 

This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 

for the issue of taxation.  After last year’s veto of the income tax measure by 
the Governor and the subsequent sustaining of his veto in September, the 

Republican leadership is anxious to pass a tax reduction bill that would go to 

the governor early enough in the session to require the governor’s action 
during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
around the governor to a vote of the people in November, 2014.  It also 

allows an opportunity, if the legislature and the governor so choose, to work 
together to actually restructure Missouri’s outdated tax structure to one more 

suited to this century than early in the last century. 
 

The issue of tax credits should be another “hot button” issue, with many 
decrying the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars (around $600 million) 

from general revenue that could be allocated for other state needs and others 
noting that tax credits can be a helpful instrument to use in attracting job 

creation to the state.  This is not even altogether a partisan issue as there 
are pros and cons on both sides of the aisle on this issue.  Already tax credit 

measures have been filed in the Senate that would:  create new tax credits, 

eliminate current tax credits, reauthorize current tax credits, prohibit further 
reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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Future editions of the LWV Legislative Bulletin will cover bills with committee 
hearings scheduled and discuss the pros and cons of tax legislation which 

seems to be moving in the state legislature.  Contacting your legislators as 
well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  

 

 

Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 
Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 

Chair 

 
The League of Women Voters of Missouri believes equality of opportunity in 

education is a state responsibility. The League will continue to support 
adequate financing, quality programs, and early childhood education.  

 
The League will monitor legislation introduced to address unaccredited or 

provisionally accredited school districts and the current student transfer law.  
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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focused and consistent image;  
(3) Ensure that the League has sufficient issue and political expertise 
to act knowledgeably; and  
(4) Enable the League to manage resources effectively.  
 
In setting legislative priorities, the Board considers the following:  
1) Opportunities for the League to make an impact;  
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The LWVMO priorities were chosen based on member interest and 
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reporting to you on the progress of bills and other activities.  These 
volunteers study bills and report to you the action Leaguers need to 
take.  We hope this is not a “one-way conversation,” that you will 
inform yourself, respond to Action Alerts and help us urge passage 
or defeat of legislation that will best serve all Missourians. We will 
continue to monitor and report on other league positions, including 
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LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2014 
 
 
An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
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for the League to make an impact” by distributing our Legislative 
Priority Card to Missouri Legislators. Although many legislators were 
in committee hearings or meetings, some were available to speak 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 
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One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 

This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 

for the issue of taxation.  After last year’s veto of the income tax measure by 
the Governor and the subsequent sustaining of his veto in September, the 

Republican leadership is anxious to pass a tax reduction bill that would go to 

the governor early enough in the session to require the governor’s action 
during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
around the governor to a vote of the people in November, 2014.  It also 

allows an opportunity, if the legislature and the governor so choose, to work 
together to actually restructure Missouri’s outdated tax structure to one more 

suited to this century than early in the last century. 
 

The issue of tax credits should be another “hot button” issue, with many 
decrying the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars (around $600 million) 

from general revenue that could be allocated for other state needs and others 
noting that tax credits can be a helpful instrument to use in attracting job 

creation to the state.  This is not even altogether a partisan issue as there 
are pros and cons on both sides of the aisle on this issue.  Already tax credit 

measures have been filed in the Senate that would:  create new tax credits, 

eliminate current tax credits, reauthorize current tax credits, prohibit further 
reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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Future editions of the LWV Legislative Bulletin will cover bills with committee 
hearings scheduled and discuss the pros and cons of tax legislation which 

seems to be moving in the state legislature.  Contacting your legislators as 
well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  

 

 

Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 
Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 

Chair 

 
The League of Women Voters of Missouri believes equality of opportunity in 

education is a state responsibility. The League will continue to support 
adequate financing, quality programs, and early childhood education.  

 
The League will monitor legislation introduced to address unaccredited or 

provisionally accredited school districts and the current student transfer law.  
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  
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This issue will introduce you to the session itself and the legislative 
priorities of LWVMO.  LWVMO and LWVUS positions guide us in 
selecting bills/issues to support or oppose throughout each 
legislative session.  

According to the LWVUS “Impact on Issues”, the goals for setting 
priorities to guide the LWV advocacy work are to:  
(1) Enhance the League's effectiveness by concentrating resources 
on priority issues;  
(2) Build the League's credibility and visibility by projecting a 
focused and consistent image;  
(3) Ensure that the League has sufficient issue and political expertise 
to act knowledgeably; and  
(4) Enable the League to manage resources effectively.  
 
In setting legislative priorities, the Board considers the following:  
1) Opportunities for the League to make an impact;  
(2) Program decisions made at Convention and/or Council;  
(3) Member interest; and  
(4) Resources available to manage effectively. 
 
The LWVMO priorities were chosen based on member interest and 
timeliness. Advocacy/Legislative Committee members will be 
reporting to you on the progress of bills and other activities.  These 
volunteers study bills and report to you the action Leaguers need to 
take.  We hope this is not a “one-way conversation,” that you will 
inform yourself, respond to Action Alerts and help us urge passage 
or defeat of legislation that will best serve all Missourians. We will 
continue to monitor and report on other league positions, including 
education, campaign finance reform, death penalty, environmental 
issues and others when deemed necessary. 
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LWVMO Legislative Priorities 2014 
 
 
An electoral process that is fair, accurate, efficient, 
accessible, accountable and uniform. The League advocates 
changes to the voting process which encourage citizen 
participation and supports the present voter identification 
requirements protecting the integrity of the electoral process. 
  
Tax policy providing financial stability and adequate funding 
for state services that relies on a balance of various forms of 
taxes and fees.  Property, sales, and income taxes which 
increase in rate as the taxable amount increases provide 
stability and equity in tax policy. 
  
Access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care. The 
League urges the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion which 
will enhance the health of citizens and maintain the viability 
and stability of hospitals. 
  
Retention of the non-partisan court plan for selecting judges 
that is a model adopted by many other states and protects 
the integrity of the judicial system. 
 

 

 

 

 
On January 14, 2014 the LWVMO demonstrated their “Opportunities 
for the League to make an impact” by distributing our Legislative 
Priority Card to Missouri Legislators. Although many legislators were 
in committee hearings or meetings, some were available to speak 
with to share our positions and also to listen to their concerns. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

So, where are we now, meaning 1/17/2014, with the health care situation in 

the Show-Me state? 
As of 1/16, six bills have been filed related to MO HealthNet, the entity which 

purchases and monitors health care services for low income and vulnerable 

citizens of Missouri.  Four bills have been filed in the House of 
Representatives, along with three in the Senate.  More will undoubtedly be 

forthcoming. 

So far, only SB518, which would extend MO HealthNet managed care 
statewide for only the current managed care population, has been scheduled 

for a hearing which will be 1/21 before the Seniors, Families and Pensions 
Committee.  SB661 provides for expansion of MO HealthNet services 

beginning 1/1/2015, and as of this writing has only had first reading. SB739-
modifies program on sixteen topics relating to the MO HealthNet program. 

Was first read. 

In the House, HB 1117, HB 1168, and HB1239 all deal with some aspect of 

MO HealthNet eligibility requirements and have been referred to the 
Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.  HB 1223 changes 

asset limits for both single and married persons to qualify for MO HealthNet 
benefits.  It has been referred to the Health Care Policy Committee. 

When appropriate, testimony will be presented on behalf of LWVMO as bills 
are heard by committees. 

 

               ******************************************** 

 

One of the advantages of living in Mexico is that it’s relatively centrally 
located in the state, making it easy to get to places like Columbia, Jefferson 

City and even St. Louis for meetings.  As a result, I’ve had the opportunity to 
attend a number of events related to Medicaid Expansion, the efforts to get 

eligible people signed up for health insurance in the exchanges, and planning 
to get Missouri health care access where we would like it to be.  It’s been an 

educational, motivational, enlightening experience.  And, I can assure you, if 

it were up to the social service and health care professionals in Missouri, this 
would be the healthiest, best-cared-for state in the Union!  No matter which 

part of the state you’re living in, you’ve got some great people doing some 
great work--I’m proud LWV is in the battle with them!  As I did last year, I 

will again attempt to be aware of what other health-related bills are moving 
through the legislative process.   If there is a bill you think I should be 

tracking, please let me know. bdavis@socket.net 
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Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair 

This should really prove to be an “interesting” year in the Missouri Legislature 

for the issue of taxation.  After last year’s veto of the income tax measure by 
the Governor and the subsequent sustaining of his veto in September, the 

Republican leadership is anxious to pass a tax reduction bill that would go to 

the governor early enough in the session to require the governor’s action 
during the session.  This would force the Governor to approve or veto during 

the session, allow time for a possible veto override, or allow for an end run 
around the governor to a vote of the people in November, 2014.  It also 

allows an opportunity, if the legislature and the governor so choose, to work 
together to actually restructure Missouri’s outdated tax structure to one more 

suited to this century than early in the last century. 
 

The issue of tax credits should be another “hot button” issue, with many 
decrying the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars (around $600 million) 

from general revenue that could be allocated for other state needs and others 
noting that tax credits can be a helpful instrument to use in attracting job 

creation to the state.  This is not even altogether a partisan issue as there 
are pros and cons on both sides of the aisle on this issue.  Already tax credit 

measures have been filed in the Senate that would:  create new tax credits, 

eliminate current tax credits, reauthorize current tax credits, prohibit further 
reauthorization of tax credits, and raise the caps on existing tax credits. 

 
Bills have been filed that would limit appropriations to General Revenue and 

mandate income tax reductions, several dealing with changes in property tax, 
creation of new sales and use tax exemptions, and one to reallocate taxes to 

roads.  And this is just the Senate .  
 

Bills are also being proposed that would restructure the current tax structure 
to give tax relief to low and middle income tax payers, raise taxes on higher 

income taxpayers (a figure discussed is $300,000), and making it “revenue 
neutral.”  These bills may have less likelihood of movement since they are 

proposed by the minority party. 
 

The House has bills that would reduce or restrict the “circuit breaker” tax 

credit, which provides tax relief for low income seniors on housing costs; 
eliminate corporate and business income tax; adjust income tax rates to 

inflation; institute a flat tax on income; treat small businesses the same as 
corporations in claiming tax credits, deductions or exemptions; reallocate 

some taxes from local political subdivisions to schools; exempt military 
personnel from property tax; increase the excise tax on cigarettes; exempt 

10-year-old vehicles from sales tax; and increase sales tax on retail sales of 
guns to be used for mental health services. 
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Future editions of the LWV Legislative Bulletin will cover bills with committee 
hearings scheduled and discuss the pros and cons of tax legislation which 

seems to be moving in the state legislature.  Contacting your legislators as 
well as committee members with League positions on the legislation will 

ensure that we have input on these important issues as the session 
progresses.  

 

 

Electoral Process –Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 
Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs 

 
An alert from LWV US was sent in the Leaders Update this week about a bill 

just filed, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, as a response to the 
Shelby v Holder Supreme Court decision.  The Voting Rights Bill of 1965 had 

been protecting the right to vote and prevent discrimination in many areas 
with the requirement of preclearance by the Justice Department of changes 

in voting.  The Shelby v Holder decision issued last year basically removed 
those preclearance provisions.  Days within the decision cities began to 

change voting processes which impacted the voter and their right to vote.   
The bipartisan bill, the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, addresses the 

damage done by the Shelby v Holder decision. It will restore some level of 

preclearance and provide protection against discrimination. It is a very 
important first in restoring full voting rights. 

 

 
 

Public Education – Pauli Kendrick, Director and Education 

Chair 

 
The League of Women Voters of Missouri believes equality of opportunity in 

education is a state responsibility. The League will continue to support 
adequate financing, quality programs, and early childhood education.  

 
The League will monitor legislation introduced to address unaccredited or 

provisionally accredited school districts and the current student transfer law.  
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In addition several proposals and recommendations have been made public. 

 
1. CEE-Trust, an Indianapolis-based think tank, presented their 

recommendation for Kansas City Public Schools with possible model for other 
MO unaccredited schools to the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education. 
 

2. Kansas City Public Schools Outlined Improvements; offers it's own 
reforms. 

 
3. "New Path to Excellence" developed by area superintendents and the MO 

Association of School Administrators. 
 

4. “Improving Unaccredited Schools in Missouri” a position paper released by 
the Cooperating School District of St. Louis 

 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will hold a 
public meeting at 6:30pm, January 29 at the Paseo Academy, 4747 Flora 

Ave, Kansas City, MO to discuss the CEE-Trust plan and other proposals. 
 

Several initiative petitions to offer tax certificates, equating to tax credits, for 
donations to private and charter schools have been approved for circulation 

by the Secretary of State. The League is concerned about the negative 
impact that tuition tax credits would have on public school funding.  

 


