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The 2013 legislative session came to an end at 6 p.m. on May 17.  The House and Senate gave 
final approval to many bills on the last day, but many others brought up for debate were not 
brought to a final vote.  Of the 1,591 bills filed, 164 were Truly Agreed Finally Passed and sent to 
the Governor for his consideration.  Barring the call of a Special Session by the Governor, 
legislators will return to Jefferson City in mid-September for the Legislature's annual Veto Session 
where a number of bills could be taken up including the personal and corporate income tax 
"reform" bill (HB 253) as summarized below.  While the bill has not been officially vetoed, the 
League has urged the Governor to do so.  
 
This is the final Legislative Bulletin for the general session, but watch for possible updates as bills 
are signed into law or vetoed. If needed, Action Alerts may be sent prior to the Veto Session 
requesting your help. 
 
My many thanks to all who responded to Action Alerts, attended Capitol Action and Legislative 
Equal Pay Day Rally, and voiced their appreciation for keeping League members informed 
through the Legislative Bulletin. 
 
Marty Ott, LWVMO Legislative Chair 

 

 

 

Electoral Process – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Public Advocacy for 

Voter  Protection (PAVP) Chair 

 
At the beginning of the session there was a flurry of activity on various photo Id bills, some which 
passed the House (HJRs 5 & 12, HBs 48 & 216) and made it to the Senate. However, none were 
taken up for debate or voted out of the Senate. LWVMO is opposed to mandatory state issued 
photo ID to vote. But a renewed effort most likely will be back in 2014! Stay tuned! 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

 
HEALTH SCOREBOARD 2013:  MEDICAID EXPANSION--00      OTHER BILLS--?? 
 
As we’ve all been well aware of for several weeks, Medicaid Expansion went nowhere except 
down in the 2013 Missouri General Assembly.  Hopefully, progress can be made by a joint interim 
committee before the opening gavel for the 2014 Session.   
 
Meanwhile, there are health-related bills awaiting Governor Nixon’s signature (or veto). I’ll 
provide you with a brief description. 
 
HB 68:  Designates the last week of October as “Respiratory Syncytial Virus Awareness Week” 
and November as “Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.”  
HB 315:  Various provisions of health care services, but best known for a provision requiring 
coverage for prescription eye drops to cover a refill without regard for the requirement for early 
refill if it is authorized by the prescribing health care provider. 
HB 351:  Amends some provisions of hospital licensure and inspection and the furnishing of 
medical records. 
HB 400:  Requires the physical presence of the physician who prescribed RU-486 or any other 
abortion-inducing drug or chemical when such drug is administered. 
HB 675:  Requires the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to develop guidelines 
for the training of school employees in the care needed for students with diabetes. 
HB 986:  Extends the “sunset” provision on the Ticket to Work program to August 29, 2019. 
 

*** 
 

SB 33:  Modifies some provisions regarding public accommodations for people with mental 
disabilities and establishes December 4 as “PKS” (Pallister-Killian Syndrome) Awareness Day.” 
SB 126:  Prohibits any requirement that pharmacies carry a specific drug or device. 
SB 127:  Modifies various public assistance programs, including Missouri HealthNet dental, home 
and community based referrals, MAGI for MO HealthNet eligibility, and extends Ticket to Work. 
SB 129:  Establishes the Volunteer Health Services Act which will allow licensed health care 
professionals to volunteer for a sponsoring organization. 
SB 159:  Requires parity between out-of pocket expenses charged for physical therapy services 
and similar services provided by a primary care physician. 
SB 161: Requires that there be an actuarial study to determine the potential costs of instituting oral 
anti-cancer parity and eating disorders mandate.  
SB 197:  Modifies current provisions in tuberculosis treatments and prevention and provides for 
meningococcal disease information. 
SB 230:  Establishes Chloe’s Law, requiring that newborns be screened for a critical congenital 
heart disease. 
SB 256:  Modifies provisions relating to child abuse and in the Safe Place for Newborns Act, 
including preventing a person from being prosecuted if they leave an infant at a specified “safe 
place” and also increases the number of places and the number of days in which the child may be 
left. 
SB 262:  Various measures related to telemedicine and health insurance 
SB 306:  Allows the Board of Pharmacy to test drugs possessed by licensees 
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In late June I will be attending “Missouri Health Advocates Convening,” a diverse gathering of 
advocates from across the state, many of whom are on our usually hour-long conference call each 
Friday afternoon during the months the General Assembly is in session.  It will be an intense, fact-
filled, educational, but enjoyable twenty-four hours as we process the past year and make plans for 
the coming challenges with whatever form Medicaid Expansion takes in Missouri.  
 
If I can answer any questions or be of help to you or your League, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me at 573-473-6775 or bdavis@socket.net  
 
 

Tax Policy – Sydell Shayer, Tax Chair and Death Penalty 

 
Taxes 
  
During this past session, the League spent most of its time trying to convince senators and 
representatives not to pass bad tax bills out of committee and to keep them from being heard on the 
floor. We did this through sending testimony to committee members or testifying in person. 
  
The most disturbing proposed legislation was bill (SB26) that would have reduced individual, 
corporate and business income taxes while increasing the sales tax. It did not pass. One nearly as 
troublesome (HB 253), did pass and was sent to the governor for his signature. It included all three 
tax increases but excluded the sales tax increase. This bill also has a provision for the Director of 
Revenue to enter into the Streamlined Sales Tax Agreement and make rules necessary to 
implement its provisions. This Agreement would enable the state to collect taxes made on 
purchases out-of-state equal to the amount not collected. The League sent a letter to Governor 
Nixon requesting him to veto HB 253. We do not know the final outcome at this time. 
  
Another draconian bill, fortunately did not get a final vote, was a proposed constitutional 
amendment to put a lid on the amount of money the state could spend in a given year.  It was 
approved in the House but not the Senate. 
  
The League sent several statements to committees hearing the tax bills and several Action Alerts to 
members to directly contact their legislators throughout the session. 
  
Term Limits 
  
The League followed several bills providing legislators to use their maximum of 16 years in the 
General Assembly to not exceed 16 years.  Although the League opposes term limits, it believes 
that spending more than the presently proscribed 8 years in each house will better serve the public. 
 
Death Penalty 

 

As has been the custom in the last few years, a legislator would file a bill to abolish the death 
penalty. Not one has ever been assigned to a committee including this year. The League supports 
abolishing the death penalty. 
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A bill was filed to require the auditor to do a comparison of the cost of a case where the death 
penalty is sought with the cost of a case where a sentence of life in prison without the possibility of 
parole is sought. This bill had a hearing with an amendment added. The amendment required the 
cost of the study to be paid by private funds.  It received a Do Pass from the committee.  However, 
it was never put on the House calendar. The League supported the bill without the amendment. 
The League believes that if the audit showed that it was more expensive to seek the death penalty, 
legislators would be more likely to consider abolishing the death penalty. Other states have proven 
this to be true. Their studies showed that a death penalty trial was millions of dollars more than a 
non-death penalty case.  
  
 

Public Education – Marty Ott, Director and Education Chair 

 
Bills Truly Agreed and Passed 
 
HB 2 provides a $66 million increase to the school foundation formula, $500,000 increase for 
pupil transportation, $750,000 for intra-district transportation in St. Louis City, $1 million for 
Regional Professional Development Centers, $100,000 for Bright Futures and $1.4 million for 
pupil assessment.  However, the foundation formula remains under-funded. The budget sent to the 
governor may not be completely balanced so some adjustments may affect the Elementary and 
Secondary School budget for FY 14. 
 
The House approved the Conference Committee Report on SB 17 (Brian Munzlinger) on May 17 
by a 152-4 vote.   It included several educational provisions, and the perfected version of HB 458 
(Scharnhorst) regarding donations for special education scholarships.  
No tax credits will affect public funds. It creates the Advisory Council on the Education of Gifted 
and Talented Children and establishes the Career and Technical Education Advisory Council, 
repealing the State Advisory Committee for Vocational Education.  
 
The Senate approved HCS/SB 75 (Dan Brown) on May 16. The bill allows school districts and 
charter schools to train teachers and other school employees on how to respond to threatening 
situations on school property. The bill also allows law enforcement professionals to conduct 
response drills with school employees. School districts may teach gun safety to all first grade 
students. 
 
Bill of Interest: Did not pass. 
 
The House approved HCS/SS/SCS/SB 210 (Lamping) regarding the implementation of the 
Common Core Standards on May 17, but the bill did not come to a final vote in the Senate. As 
mentioned in the previous bulletin, it required the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education to prepare a fiscal note regarding the cost and public hearings to be held in each of 
Missouri’s eight Congressional Districts before the end of the calendar year. 
 
The House removed the provision to create a joint interim committee to study issues regarding 
school funding formula from the bill. 


