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Electoral Process –  Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Public Advocacy for 

Voter  Protection (PAVP) Chair 

 
 

Please contact your senator to express opposition to this bill: 

 

HCS HBs 48 & 216 (Dugger) Photo Identification Requirement for Election 

 The bill, now a House Committee Substitute for two bills combined with two amendments 

has been voted out of the House (2/14/13) and is scheduled for a hearing in the Senate Financial 

 and Governmental Organizations and Elections Committee at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, 

March 4. LWVMO opposes 

 

Priority bills moving forward: 

 

SB 27 (Kraus) Establishes photo ID requirements for voting  

 Voted do pass in Senate F & GO & E Committee, 2/11/13, LWVMO opposes 

 

SJR 6 (Kraus) Allows for photo ID for voting (constitutional amendment, must have vote of 

people) 

 Voted do pass in Senate F & GO & E Committee, 2/11/13, LWVMO opposes 

 

SB 116 (Kraus) Modifies law relating to uniformed military voters 

 Voted SCS (committee substitute) do pass in Senate F & GO & E Committee on 2/25/13 

 

SB 145 (Walsh) Advanced Voting 

 Hearing conducted, Senate F & GO & E Committee, 2/18/13, LWVMO supports, written 

testimony sent to committee 

 

SB 92 (Justus) Advanced Voting 

 Hearing conducted, Senate F & GO & E Committee, 2/18/13, LWVMO supports, written 

testimony sent to committee. 
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Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

 
TESTIMONY PRESENTED “FOR” HB627---NEW MEDICAID HB700 PROPOSED 

 

This past Monday I presented testimony on behalf of the LWVMO for HB627, the Democrat’s 

Medicaid Expansion bill, sponsored by Rep. Jacob Hummel.  The bill went down to defeat 5-2 

along party lines in the Government Oversight and Accountability Committee hearing.  I would 

estimate that about fifteen people actually got to present their testimony for the bill before time 

expired, and only one person testified against it.  I was what I again would estimate to be about 

25-30 people in the “Me, too” category—we went to the microphone, stated name, organization 

we represented,  “for” or “against” the bill and turned in written testimony if we had any (I always 

take a copy for each Committee member). 

 

Rep. Jay Barnes introduced HB700 this week, which is a partial expansion of Medicaid.  The 

Republicans refer their bill as Medicaid “transformation” as opposed to expansion.  The LWVMO 

will be reviewing this to see what parts of it, if any, we can or will support.  One of the big 

problems for Missouri is that the federal government will have to grant waivers, which it has 

already said it will not do, or the 100% federal funding for expansion would not be available in 

2014-2017 because the Missouri plan would expand Medicaid eligibility for parents and other 

working adults only up to 100% of the federal poverty line but not to the full 138% authorized by 

federal law.  In addition, there are several other parts of HB700 that are problematic as far as the 

LWVMO Legislative Priorities for Health Care are concerned.  As of Friday March 1, no hearing 

has been set for HB700. 

 

Missouri Foundation for Health Forums 

 

The final four forums explaining Medicaid Expansion which are sponsored by the Missouri 

Foundation for Health will be held in the next two weeks.  These provide excellent opportunities 

to gain more insight into one of the 2013 Legislative Priorities of the LWVMO—Equal access to 

quality health care through the expansion of Medicaid.  

 

Forums are open to the public at no charge and begin at 7 p.m.  While registration is requested, 

walk-ins are welcome.  Check-in and light refreshments are available at 6:30 p.m. 
 

FORUM SCHEDULE 
 

Springfield – Monday, March 4 

Community Foundation of the Ozarks, 425 E. Trafficway St. 
 

Rolla – Tuesday, March 5 

Rolla Lions Club, 1061 S. Bishop Ave. 
 

Columbia – Monday, March 11 

Activity & Recreation Center-ARC, 1701 W. Ash St. 
 

St. Peters, Tuesday, March 12 

St. Peters Cultural Arts Centre and City Hall, One St .Peters Centre Blvd. 
 

To register, contact Michelle Miller (mmiller@mffh.org) or John Kosash (jkosash@mffh.org)  Missouri 

Foundation for Health   314-345-5576 
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Tax Policy – Sydell Shayer, Director and Tax Chair 
 

Streamlined Sales and Use Tax legislation (sometimes referred to as the Marketplace Fairness 

Act or Main Street Fairness Act) 

 

Most state and local sales taxes of Internet and out of state purchases are not being collected. This 

puts Missouri retailers at an unfair disadvantage. It also deprives the state of much needed 

revenue.  

 

To address this situation an interstate Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement has been 

developed.  This agreement has created a tax code to be used among the participating states. It 

requires state legislation to provide uniformity in sales tax definitions and would simplify 

collection procedures. Currently, 24 states have adopted the agreement. 

 

The League supports such legislation because 1) it equalizes the sales tax burden on purchases 

made by residents and businesses in Missouri; whether bought locally or out-of- state.  2) it will 

provide the state with additional revenue in the general fund for essential state services such as 

education, transportation and health care. 

 

The two bills mentioned below meet the Leagues first support position but does not meet the 

second. 

 

HB579 Doug Funderburk  Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement  This bill provides that the 

revenue from the collection of the taxes from out-of-state purchases goes to reduce corporate 

taxes. The League cannot support this allocation of revenue. It would be a misuse of tax dollars. 

 

HB521 Andrew Koenig   Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement  

This bill provides that taxes from out-of-state purchases go to reduce personal property taxes. The 

League cannot support this allocation of revenue because it would also be a misuse of tax dollars. 

 

Both HB579 and HB521 were heard in committee and given a Do Pass out of the House Ways 

and Means Committee.The League send a statement to the committee in advance of the Hearing. 

Nancy Copenhaver would have given testimony in person had she not been snowed in. 

 

HB422  Rick Brattin  Another Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement Bill. This bill 

eliminates all state tax credits, phases in a flat income tax rate and increases the sales and use tax 

by .25%. It was heard in the House ways and Means Committee on February 19, 2013. The 

League supports a graduated income tax and opposes this bill.        

 

HB500 Margo McNeil This Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement provides that the revenue 

from the out-of-state tax go into General Revenue. Unfortunately, HB500 has not been assigned 

to a committee. The League would support HB500. 

 

There are no Streamlined Sales and Use Tax introduced in the Senate. 

 

SJR 2 Brad Lager Amends the Constitution to limit general revenue appropriations and mandates 
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some income tax rate reductions in certain situations.  No action taken after the hearing on Feb. 

14, 2013 at which the League testified in opposition. 

 

 

 

Public Education – Marty Ott, Director and Education Chair 

 
HB 458 (Scharnhorst) would authorize a tax credit for donations to scholarship-granting 

organizations for special-needs students. Those scholarships then could be used at public or 

private schools. The LWVMO opposes since it is a tuition tax credit bill. A statement in 

opposition was sent to the members of the House Elementary and Secondary Committee. Hearing 

scheduled on February 20, but was canceled. Currently, not on the calendar. 

 

SB 132 (Keaveny) to provide state funding for children ages three to five participating in a 

district-operated pre-kindergarten program.  The LWVMO supports the bill. 

SB 133 (Keaveny) to provide state funding for children ages three to five who are eligible for free 

and reduced lunch and are participating in a district-operated pre-kindergarten program.  The 

LWVMO supports the bill. 

Both SB 132 and SB 133 were heard in the Senate Education Committee on February 27. A 

statement in support was sent to the members of the committee. 

 

 

 

 


