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As stated in our Jan.-Feb. Missouri Voter, the Legislative Bulletin would resume in January, 

2013. This is the 6
th

 issue and the following dates for publication are April 5
th

 & 19
th

, May 3
rd

 & 

May 24
th

. Session ends on May 17
th

. Please save your bulletins for reference as bills continue to 

be tracked through the State Legislature. 

 

If you have not been receiving the Legislative Bulletin consistently, please contact Anna at 

MennerickA@lwvmissouri.org to be put on the list or to have a copy mailed to you.  

 

Please be mindful that ACTION ALERTS may be sent at any time for your quick response, 

especially those that relate to our Legislative Priorities: Electoral Process, Health Care, Tax 

Policies and other issues deemed important to the League’s many positions. Several Action 

Alerts have already been sent and most likely more will be coming in the final weeks of the 

session as legislation is moving fast through the General Assembly.  

 

Not to overwhelm our members this Bulletin calls for some Action on bills next week giving you 

time to voice your concerns while the General Assembly is on Spring Break, March 15 – 25
th

. 

Please write your legislator as constituent, not as a League member.
  

 

To find your senator: http://senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/leg_lookup.asps 

To find your representative: http://house.mo.gov/legislatorlookup.aspx 

 

To send an email: firstname.lastname.@senate.mo.gov 

                             firstname.lastname@house.mo.gov 
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Electoral Process – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Public Advocacy for 

Voter  Protection (PAVP) Chair 

 
HB 188 (Conway -10)  Absentee Voting  

This bill allows any voter to vote with an absentee ballot in any election without being required to 

state a reason for voting absentee. It was heard in the House Elections Committee on March 12, 

2013. A statement in support of HB188 was sent to the House Election Committee from the 

LWVMO. No further action taken. 

 

An Action Alert on Voter Photo ID bills, HB 48 and HJR5 was sent out urging recipients to 

contact their senators. These bills have passed the House and have passed out of a Senate 

Committee. They could be taken up at any time, but were not brought to the floor this week. If 

you haven’t yet contacted your senator, please TAKE ACTION THIS COMING WEEK! 

 

 

Health Care – Barbara Davis, Director and Health Care Chair 

 
LWVMO TESTIFIES “FOR” SB349—MO HEALTHNET (MEDICAID) EXPANSION 

HEARING SCHEDULED MARCH 25 FOR HB700 

 

The LWVMO submitted written testimony in favor of Senator Paul LeVota’s SB349 to the Senate 

Appropriations Committee chaired by Senator Kurt Schaefer, on Wednesday, March 

14.  Immediately following testimony, in which more than two dozen advocates testified in favor 

of the bill, the Committee voted it down, 8-3, with only the three Democrats voting in favor.  (See 

testimony at end of Health Care section.) 

 

This coming week, March 18-22, the Legislature will be on Spring Break.  The hearing for 

Representative Jay Barnes HB700 is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Monday, March 25, in House 

Hearing Room 7.  The hearing will recess upon session and reconvene upon afternoon 

adjournment.  HB700 is the Missouri Republican version of Medicaid expansion for Missouri and 

would require waivers of some sections of the Medicare law which the US has said it would not 

grant.  Stay tuned for future developments and probable action! 

 

Testimony to Senate Appropriations Committee on SB 349                Wednesday, March 13, 2013 

 

 The League of Women Voters has supported comprehensive, quality health care for all as 

an official position, both nationally and in Missouri, for more than twenty years.  One of our three 

state Legislative Priorities for 2013 is “Equal access to comprehensive, quality health care,” 

which includes the expansion of Medicaid and also the preservation of rural hospitals.  LWVMO 

advocacy for health care has been and will continue to be an active part of the Missouri health 

care scene.   

 The benefit of expanded services under the MO HealthNet program enabled by the 

enactment of SB349 would give qualifying Missouri adults the opportunity to receive care 

allowing them to be healthier, more productive people, no matter what their age.  For some, this 
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could mean being a better worker with better job attendance, or even being well enough to get and 

hold a job. 

 In addition to allowing Missouri a healthier workforce, SB349 will help the state with 

economic growth because more health care workers and facilities will be needed as people just 

gaining MO HealthNet benefits finally feel they can afford to get the health care they have long 

needed.  As a result, Missouri’s economy will prosper with the addition of construction jobs, 

purchase of materials and supplies, and an increase in sales and income taxes.   

 While we understand the reasoning for Number 4 of Section 208.207, it is both our 

position and sincere hope that if at such time as federal funds should become insufficient or are 

not appropriated to pay the percentages as specified by the present ACA, the economy of 

Missouri will be robust enough that as much of MO HealthNet benefits as possible might be 

maintained and new Missouri statutes can be enacted to enable that to happen. 

 We, the League of Women Voters of Missouri, testify in favor of SB 349. 

# 

 

Tax Policy – Sydell Shayer, Director and Tax Chair and Death Penalty 

 

Action Alert on SB61     

 
Urge your senator to support SB61 as it was introduced. 

 
SB61 calls for an audit to compare the cost of cases where the death penalty is sought and first 

degree murder cases in which the death penalty is not sought.  

 

SB61 will be debated on the floor of the Senate soon. 

 

Talking Points 

 

• Studies in other states show that death penalty cases are significantly more expensive than 

other sentences for murder.  Even if sought, most death penalty sentences are not carried 

out.  Missouri should know the true cost of death penalty cases so that it can make prudent 

fiscal decisions.   

• The cost of the audit should be borne by the state. The Committee substitute calls for 

private funding. It is the role of government to pay for its studies. The findings of a private 

study could compromise the results.  

Urge your senator to support SB61 as it was introduced, not for the committee substitute.   

Take action today. 
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TAXES 

 
Most of the tax bills introduced in the legislature this session restrict the income the state will 

have to provide essential state services.  They do this by changing our present tax system.  They 

will eliminate personal income tax, reduce or eliminate corporate income tax and greatly reduce 

business taxes.  In addition, bills have been introduced to limit how much the legislature can 

appropriate (spend). The formulas used to calculate the amount of taxes levied in these bills are 

designed to reduce tax revenue by millions of dollars.   

 

The League opposes all of these bills. This session the legislature has provided little advance 

notice on when hearings will be held or when a bill will be debated on the floor. This hampers our 

ability to notify our members in time to notify their legislators with their opinion on particular 

bills.  It is also unrealistic to expect members to contact their legislators several times in a short 

period on all the tax bills that will be debated. I am suggesting that members contact their senators 

and representatives and ask them to oppose tax bills that do away with the income tax, rely almost 

inclusively on a sales tax and bills that limit appropriations. Below I have listed several of the 

most egregious proposals.  

 

 
SB26 if enacted will reduce personal, corporate and business income as well as increase sale 

taxes. All recipients of this legislative bulletin received an Action Alert on March 8 asking you to 

tell your senator to Vote No on SB26.  Unfortunately the Senate passed SB26, 23-11.  The bill is 

now in the House. 

 

SJR2 This proposed constitutional amendment limits state appropriations. The League testified 

against it. The committee voted it out of committee Do Pass. The League sent a memo to Senator 

Tom Dempsey, President Pro-Tem asking him not to put SJR2 on the floor calendar.  

 

HJR17 Limits appropriations. It is similar to SJR 2 above. Hearing was held 3/6/13. The League 

opposes. 

 

HJR25 Dubbed the Everything Tax. This proposed constitutional amendment phases out the 

individual income tax and replaces it with a higher sales tax.  The League opposes HJR 25. 

 

HB579, a streamline sales tax bill was replaced in committee with HB521, now numbered HCS 

HBS 521 & 579 on 2/28/2013. Neither of these bills allows the additional tax gained from 

collecting on out-of- state purchases to go into general revenue.  The League opposes. We believe 

that the additional taxes should go to general revenue to pay for needed public services. 

 

HB500 It is a true streamline tax with the increased revenue going into the general fund. The 

League supports. 
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Action Alert on Taxes 

 
• Phone or e-mail your senator and representative. 

• Identify yourself as a constituent, not as a League member. 

• Ask him/her to oppose tax changes that eliminate the income tax, substitute a sales 

tax and limit appropriations. 

• Write a letter to the editor expressing your views. 

 

Talking Points 
 

• The graduated income tax is an equitable and fair sharing of the tax burden. 

• The sales tax is regressive and hurts those least able to pay. 

• Food and drugs should be exempt from the sales tax. 

• The reduction in revenue will prevent the state from adequately finance necessary 

government service.  Missouri is near the bottom of all states in support for education. 

• Corporations have the highest level of profits ever. They do not need tax relief 

• All tax revenue not already earmarked should go into the general fund so that legislators 

can allocate them to where they are needed. 

• It is not the time to experiment with an untried tax system during this transitional 

economic period.   

• Job growth depends on a growing economy, not a shrinking one. 

• Fiscal policy should be in statutes, not the constitution. 

 

 

Public Education – Marty Ott, Director and Education Chair 

 
A Statement of Position was sent to the House Elementary and Secondary Education in 

opposition to HB 458. This bill would authorize a tax credit for donations to scholarship-granting 

organizations for special-needs students. Those scholarships then could be used at public or 

private schools. It is essentially a tuition tax credit bill. A public hearing was held on March 6. 

Voted Do Pass and referred to the Rules Committee on March 13, 2013. 

 

In January I met with Senator Keaveny and voiced League support for his two bills SB 132 and 

SB 133 which would provide funding for early childhood education, ages 3-5. A Statement of 

Position in support was sent to the Senate Education Committee hearing conducted on February 

27. SCS/SB 133 was voted Do Pass on March 6. This bill would provide state aid for children 

ages three to five who are eligible for free and reduced lunch and are participating in a district-

operated pre-kindergarten program. Senator Keaveny has asked for our support. Watch for an 

Action Alert to contact your Senator if this bill is brought to the floor for debate.  

 

 

 


