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UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DATES 

 

As reported earlier, League members were at the Capitol on January 12th delivering 

Legislative Priority cards, attending and testifying in opposition to the Photo Voter ID bills, 

HJR53 and HB1631. 

 

League members will be present again this month at the Kirkpatrick Secretary of State 

Office welcoming candidates on the first filing date, February 23, 2016 from 8:00 am to 12 

noon. Filing ends on March 29 at 5:00pm. 

 

Offices that file with the Secretary of State in 2016: 

• U.S. Senate 

• 8 U.S. Representatives 

• Governor 

• Lt. Governor 

• Secretary of State 

• Attorney General 

• Treasurer 

• 17 State Senators – odd numbered districts 

• 163 State Representatives 

• Various Judges* 

*Some Supreme, Appellate, Circuit Court and Associate Circuit Court judges are either on 

the ballot or could be on the ballot depending on appointment dates. 

 

Laura Worstell (Mexico), Lael Von Holt (Columbia) and Mary Merritt (Sedalia) are 

organizing this traditional League event to welcome candidates. League members are 

encouraged to be part of the welcoming event and to help greet candidates filing on the first 

day, February 23, 2016. 

 

Please contact Marty Ott (martyott06@yahoo.com) if you or other league members will be 

attending or needing more information. 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  

 

FEB. 17 Last day to register for March 15  

MARCH 15 Presidential Preference Primary by Party  

 

July 6 Last Day to Register for Aug.2  

AUGUST 2 Primary Election 

 

OCTOBER 12 Last day to register For Nov. 8? 

NOVEMBER 8 General Election  

 

TO KEEP YOU UPDATED AND INFORMED, THE LWVMO LEGISLATIVE 

BULLETIN WILL BE COMING TO YOUR E-MAIL BOX ONCE OR TWICE 

MONTHLY. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE A COPY BY MAIL, PLEASE SEND $10 TO:  

LWV MISSOURI 

8706 MANCHESTER RD, SUITE 104 ST. LOUIS, MO 63144  

 

 

 

Health Care - Dianne Modrell, Health Chair  

 

As concern about opioid addictions increase, it is encouraging to see the Missouri 

legislature take action to begin monitoring this class of prescription drug. HB1892 (Rep. 

Rehder, R-Sikeston) is moving forward. This type of bill has been attempted since 2011. 

Missouri is the only state without a monitoring system, except that which is in place for 

Medicaid Patients. HB 1892 extends this to all Missourians.  

 

Pharmacists would like to see this type of monitoring and would help comply with 

information. Their information would be entered through a pharmacy database within 7 

days of purchase.  

 

This has passed out of the Health Insurance Committee by a 9-3 vote. It would face one 

more committee review before going to the House floor. The bill is referred to as the 

Narcotics Control Act.   

 

A companion Senate Bill 768 (Sen. Schaaf, R-St. Joseph) would move this measure to a 

general ballot issue for voters to decide. He is a physician with privacy concerns for 

medical issues. Most believe our HIPAA laws would protect patient privacy. Isn't this the 

job for which we elect our legislators? 

 

The House Committee on Children & Families held hearings on increasing asset limits for 

those receiving health care through Missouri Health Net (Medicaid). Eligibility for aged, 

blind and disabled would increase to earnings of $2,000 for a single person and $4,000 for a 



couple. Other gradual increases are considered. When we want to encourage work where 

possible, this asset increase would stand.  

 

 

Electoral Process - Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, Directors and Public Advocacy 

for Voter Protection (PAVP) Chairs  

 

PAVP Voter Photo ID 

 

Voter Photo ID legislation is fast tracking through the Missouri legislature.  Both the 

Missouri House and Senate held hearings on a proposed constitutional amendment 

(SJR20/HJR53) to be put on the November.  The amendment would require that voters 

prove identity and citizenship by showing government-issued photo ID to vote.  Although 

the Missouri Supreme Court ruled in 2006 that such a photo ID requirement is a “heavy 

and substantial burden” on Missouri citizens and Governor Nixon vetoed a similar bill in 

2011, this legislation moved forward out of committee, was passed by the House and is now 

being considered by the Senate.   

 

So did the enabling legislation (SB594/HB1631) which limits forms of acceptable IDs and 

forces those who show up at the polls without them to cast provisional ballots that would 

not count unless the voter returned with the required ID.  Approximately 220,000 Missouri 

citizens do not have government issued IDs.  College and university identification would 

not be accepted as the required identification.  Many of these do not have Missouri driver’s 

licenses.  Many women who have had name changes would be required to obtain 

documentation to get government issued identification.   

 

The League has long opposed Photo Voter ID legislation for the last ten years. We have 

taken the following action since December 15th: 

 

1. Linda McDaniel participated in the Missouri Voter Protection Planning Meeting, called 

by the ACLU and the Advancement Project on December 15, 2015.  This important 

coalition of groups opposed to voter suppression planned for the upcoming legislative 

session.  She also attended a January 13th ACLU Town Hall meeting on the pending 

lawsuit in the Ferguson-Florissant School District.  Voting Rights were discussed at that 

meeting. 

 

2. Nancy Copenhaver represented LWVMO at the January 12th House committee hearing 

and testified against the proposed legislation.  A group of LWVMO board members 

worked together to craft her testimony and develop talking points that were used by other 

volunteers who distributed LWVMO Legislative Priority palm cards to all legislators’ 

offices. 

 

3. LWVMO submitted written testimony to be included in the record of the Senate 

committee hearing on January 19th.  In addition, emails were sent to each member of the 

Senate committee from LWVMO stating our opposition.   



We are working with LWVUS staff on this very important issue and will continue to work 

with the “Vote No” coalition if this constitutional amendment goes to the statewide ballot.  

 

 

 

ETHICS LEGISLATION MOVING 

 

Last issue we reported on several ethics bills being fast-tracked, passed the House, and sent 

to the Senate.  Two of these bills will be heard in the Senate Rules, Joint  

Rules, and Ethics Committee on February 9.  HB 2203 (Barnes) deals with investing 

campaign funds, requiring them to be liquid and readily available for the specific and 

limited purposes allowed by law.  HB 2226 (Barnes) changes a definition and requires that 

Executive branch appointees be considered public officials. 

 

HB 1452 (Hoskins) changes the dates for filing personal financial disclosures has been 

heard in a Senate Committee, not passed out yet.  HB 1983 (Dogan) specifying that no 

statewide elected official or member of the General Assembly shall serve as a paid political 

consultant has been heard in a Senate Committee, not passed out yet.  HB 1474 (Dugger) 

making technical changes and requiring electronic filing was voted out of the House 

Committee do pass as a substitute.  

 

HB 2165 (Rowden) requiring persons becoming lobbyists to dissolve all candidate 

committees prior to assuming such role has been heard in committee but not yet voted 

out.  HB 2166 (Alferman) which bans all gifts and meals from lobbyists except  some 

awards and meals when all members of the General Assembly and statewide officials are 

invited has passed the House and been heard in a Senate Committee last week.   

 

SB 643 (Onder) has passed the Senate Committee and ready for floor action.  It imposes a 

2-year cooling off period before members of the General Assembly may become 

lobbyists.  It also requires those registering as lobbyists to dissolve candidate committee(s) 

and restricts the use of money from such committee to being returned to donors, donated to 

charity, or transferred to another candidate or political party. 

 

 

Transportation - Gwen Moore, Transportation Chair  

The proposal to take general funds rather than raise the gas tax is truly short sighted. 

Wouldn’t it be better to pay 15¢ or more for ten gallons of gas, rather than to take funds 

from children in need and other important programs? This proposal is not a long term 

solution to Missouri’s transportation funding. 

 

MoDOT AND the counties and cities are all underfunded. But taking funds from 

education, health care and other services for Missourians is short sighted. Transportation 

is critical for the economy of Missouri, for jobs, for business and for 



communities.  Ultimately we need to solve Missouri’s antiquated system for funding and 

allocating driver taxes only for roads and bridges. Like other states, we also need to 

adequately fund public transit.  

 

 

Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair  

 

EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT 

 

The House Ways & Means Committee will hear HB 1605 on Tuesday, February 9.  Similar 

bills filed are SB 1018 (Schmitt) and HB 2154 (LaFaver).  Generally League does not 

support tax credits as they reduce the amount of revenue that the state has to use for 

needed state services, often necessitating cuts in expenditures for such, unless an 

accompanying source of increased revenue is included.  The Earned Income Tax Credit 

(EITC) is different; the explanation from the Missouri Budget Project, one of our partners, 

follows. 

 

A prosperous Missouri requires a strong middle class, with the ability for families that 

work hard to achieve a better future.  A state EITC is one of the best ways Missouri can 

help all working families—even those in low-paying jobs—have the opportunity to build 

better lives and economic security.   A state EITC would provide the following benefits to 

Missouri: 

* A bottom-up tax cut for working families. 

* Help Missourians meet basic needs and strive towards the middle class. 

* Boost local economies. 

* Improve the lives of Missouri’s children and Missouri’s future 

 

Twenty-six states and the District of Columbia have built on the success of the federal 

EITC by enacting state versions that offer a credit towards state and local taxes for low-

wage workers struggling to get by.  Statewide, about 20% of Missouri taxpayers currently 

benefit from the federal EITC and could benefit from the state EITC as well.  A detailed 

report, “A Missouri Earned Income Tax Credit:  Helping to Pave the Way to the Middle 

Class,” is available for study on the MBP website. 

 

The question that remains to be answered as to how much a state EITC might impact state 

revenue and how those funds might be recovered, may be answered in testimony at this 

hearing and at a meeting sponsored by MBP and Empower Missouri (formerly Missouri 

Association of Social Welfare) on February 18 at 11:30.  League plans to attend both of 

these. 

 

Helpful information: 

 

To find your state officials go to www.moga,mo.gov. Click on member look-up then follow 

to either put in your mailing address or your 9 digit zip code. 


