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 INITIATIVE PETITIONS FOR NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL ELECTION  

As the 2016 election year gets underway, the signature seekers for the Initiative Petitions 

for the ballot are also appearing at libraries, community centers, and other public venues. 

A bumper crop of over 200 have been submitted with 90 proposals currently on the list 

approved for signatures. The good news is that these include multiple. That leaves a 

possible 30 to be circulated, if the sponsors of the petitions can raise the necessary funds to 

acquire the necessary signatures.  

The number of Required Signature Petitions proposing statutory changes must be signed 

by five percent of legal voters in any six of the eight congressional districts. Petitions 

proposing constitutional changes must be signed by eight percent of legal voters who voted 

in 2012 gubernatorial election in any six of the eight congressional districts. That is, 5% of 

the number of votes cast in the gubernatorial election in 2012, or 8% of the votes cast in the 

2012 gubernatorial election. In 2012, there were 345,026 votes cast in the 1st Congressional 

District, 404,209 votes cast in the 2nd Congressional District, and 351,362 in the 3rd 

Congressional District. Votes cast in the eight districts range from 304,975- 404,209. The 

number of signatures necessary to place a petition on the ballot ranges from approximately 

96,00 – 150,000, depending whether it is a statute or a constitutional amendment and the 

districts in which signatures are solicited. The investment in the petition must be sizeable in 

order to cover all of the costs.  

Several of the topics appear to have the backing necessary to accomplish this. One is the 

addition of a cigarette tax. Three groups are presently working toward certification. The 

Raise Your Hand for Kids establishes and funds a commission for facilitating Early 

Childhood Education and Health. A second group proposing a cigarette tax increase is a 

coalition of Missouri Petroleum Marketers and the Convenience Store Association, 

proposing a much lower increase to fund transportation. An additional group is proposing 

raising the cigarette tax to aid Childhood Cancer Treatment and Prevention. Several 

versions of each have been submitted.   

Prohibiting new state sales and use taxes, campaign ethics, and the minimum wage are also 

hot items.  



Enhancing the adoption and inclusion in the power grid of alternative energy, legalizing 

marijuana for medicinal use and recreational use, limiting the power of the Missouri Board 

of Education and local boards of education; and eliminating term limits, reducing the age 

requirement, and reducing the numbers for Missouri Legislators are just a few of the 

proposals approved for signatures. For a complete list and copies of the full text, go to 

www.sos.mo.gov/ elections.   

All Signature Petitions must be filed at the Secretary of State’s office in Jefferson City by 

5:00pm. on May 8, 2016. A simple majority is needed for an Initiative Petition to become 

law.  

Nancy Miller, LWV Metro St. Louis 

 

Health Care, Dianne Modrell, Chair  

HB 1892, the Narcotics Control Act, has stalled. Missouri is the only state without  a system 

for monitoring opioids and related pain killers. 

Mark your calendar, March 17, Medicaid Rally at the Capitol. Watch for more 

information in the next bulletin. 

 

Tax Policy – Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair  

The Senate Ways & Means committee met on February 18 to hear several bills, including: 

SB 574 (Schmitt) to increase the amount of the personal income tax cut and the business 

income deduction in current law.  The bill doubles the amount of the tax cuts enacted by 

SB 509 from 2014, cuts which have yet to be triggered and will limit state revenue growth 

in coming years.  The bill would substantially reduce state revenues and reduce the state's 

capacity to fund public education and other vital public services.  The cost to Missouri tax 

income could be $1 billion.  LWVMO opposes the bill.  

Nancy Copenhaver attended the hearing and testified against the bill.  Points made 

included that we don’t know yet the impact of the cuts previously made in 2014 which will 

begin in 2017; we can’t say for sure that growth can be directly related to tax cuts as 

economies tend to grow anyway; basic services are suffering; the income tax is a more fair 

and progressive tax, although our income tax structure is badly out of-date.  Also testifying 

were Jim Moody (well-respected tax expert), Otto Fajen (Missouri NEA), and Jeannette 

Mott Oxford (Empower Missouri) among others. 

 

SJR 33 (Schmitt) to create a constitutional spending limit similar to part of the Colorado 

provision known as “TABOR”, or the so-called “Taxpayer Bill of Rights.”   LWV opposes 



this unneeded restriction.  The SJR would impose a permanent, constitutional spending 

limit on state government and would limit annual growth in state appropriations to a cost 

of living adjustment factor plus a population growth factor.  The SJR also mandates 

automatic, permanent income tax reductions based upon yearly revenue growth 

conditions.   

Nancy testified for LWVMO against this bill also, noting League’s opposition to putting 

such items in the Constitution, thus tying the hands of future legislatures, reiterating that 

there are current basic services in Missouri which need funding.  

The Senate Ways and Means Committee will hear SB 795 (Wallingford) on Thursday, 

February 25 at 8:30 a.m.  This bill implements the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax 

Agreement.  League will be there or submit testimony.  

League has been supportive of instituting the Streamlined Sales Tax for several 

years.  Senator Wallingford really understands the disadvantage that Missouri businesses, 

both large and small, have in regard to sales to online businesses.  Passing the Streamlined 

Sales Tax agreement would level the playing field for local bricks-and-mortar businesses 

that are currently at a competitive disadvantage relative to online businesses because of a 

loophole in how sales taxes are currently collected.  Closing this loophole at the state level 

would bring in an additional $10-15 million annually that could be used for state services, 

according to the Missouri Budget Project.  

Instituting the Streamlined Sales Tax would not be adding a new tax but would allow for 

collection of sales taxes on internet purchases which are not currently being collected.  The 

State of Missouri as well as many counties, cities, and other governmental entities rely on 

sales taxes to fund basic services to citizens.  Not collecting these taxes on internet sales puts 

local businesses at a disadvantage, one that grows every year as online sales increase.  A 

very good and easy-to-understand summary of this issue is available from the Missouri 

Budget Project on their website entitled “Enact the Streamlined Sales Tax to Strengthen 

State Services & Level the Playing Field for MO Businesses.”  This article explains why 

there needs to be action on both the state and federal level, what the impact would be on 

Missouri revenue, where other states are on this issue, and why this is a “fairness” issue—

something very much in line with LWVMO’s position regarding taxes. 

(www.mobudget.org)   

Tax bills already finished with public hearings, slated to be voted on in committee this 

week are:  HB 2307 (Bahr) a tax credit for education that could reduce state income by $50 

million, a bad idea and HB 1605 (Kelley), the EITC discussed earlier, a good idea.  To be 

heard for the first time in that committee (House Ways and Means) is HB 2252 (Curtman) 

requiring the Department of Revenue to adjust Missouri taxable income amounts used to 

determine income tax rates by the same amounts of percentage increases in the CPI for all 

years between 1931 and 2017; HB 2270 (Moon) establishing a tax credit for businesses 

assessed higher taxes without notice; and HB 2297 (Muntzel) authorizing a tax credit for 

donations to a homeless shelter.  These will be assessed and reported on at a later time. 



 

Transportation - Gwen Moore, Director and Transportation Chair  

Big Rigs Don’t Pay Sales Tax 

Since 1985, Common Carriers of interstate commerce don’t pay sales taxes to purchase big 

rig trucks in Missouri – unlike the majority of states. Per RSMo 144.030.2(12), trucks 

weighing 24,000 pounds or more when empty are exempt from sales and use taxes. About 

400,000 such vehicles are registered in Missouri (FHWA Table MV-11). Related trailer 

purchase, big rig tires, repair and maintenance are also exempt from state sales taxes. They 

do, however, pay the tax on diesel fuel which they probably do since Missouri’s diesel tax is 

the lowest of 7 of the 8 surrounding states (Oklahoma) and the 4
th

 lowest in the nation. 

Cars, pickups, vans, SUVs and lighter trucks pay a Missouri sales tax of 4.225% on 

purchases. If big rigs paid the same sales taxes, it could provide as much as $250 million 

each year for highways and bridges. This could increase state funds for roads and bridges 

by 20%.  It would also allow an addition $1 billion in matching federal funds each year. 

Studies show that big rigs cause a substantial amount of wear and tear on roads and 

bridges. Engineers estimate that a fully loaded truck--a five-axle rig weighing 80,000 

pounds, the interstate maximum--causes more damage to a highway than 5–10,000 cars. 

(http://www.governing.com/topics/transportation-infrastructure/Too-Big-The-Road.html)  

To join the Transportation Committee or for further information email: 

transportation@lwvstl.org. 

 

Helpful information: 

To find your state officials go to  

www.moga,mo.gov. Click on member look-up then follow to either put in your mailing 

address or your 9 digit zip code. 

PLEASE SAVE YOUR LEGISLATIVE BULLETINS TO USE FOR REFERENCE AS 

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING CONTINUES THROUGH THE 2016 SESSION. 

TO KEEP YOU UPDATED AND INFORMED, THE LWVMO LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN 

WILL BE COMING TO YOUR E-MAIL BOX ONCE OR TWICE MONTHLY. IF YOU 

WISH TO RECEIVE A COPY BY MAIL, PLEASE SEND $10 TO:  

LWV MISSOURI 

8706 MANCHESTER RD, SUITE 104 ST. LOUIS, MO 63144  

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=czwnbUrs2WM0WxPDHRF5VUePZK0YTR7x


 


