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Electoral Process - Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, 

Directors and Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) 

Chairs  
 

PHOTO VOTER ID MOVES TO MISSOURI SENATE FLOOR 

 

The Missouri Senate is trying to make voting more difficult in Missouri.  It began debate on the 

floor of HJR53 and HB1631.  Although amendments have been made, the legislation still would 

keep approximately 220,000 Missourians from exercising their right to vote by requiring state 

issued photo I.D. or only allowing them to cast a provisional vote.  The League has contacted 

each Missouri Senator and urged them to vote against this damaging and costly 

legislation.  Please contact your senator immediately.  Urge them to Vote No and encourage 

those senators who are fighting to defeat this infringement on our right to vote to stand fast.  

 



  

Health Care, Dianne Modrell, Chair  
 

SB 1102 (Silvey) is emerging as a bill to watch. Allows for a patient's designation of a caregiver 

to  

provide care following discharge from a hospital or ambulatory surgical center. This could help 

hospitals and social workers coordinate care and address specific needs of those dismissed from 

the hospital by communication with a caregiver.  

 

The following bills are being watched closely by Missouri Health Advocacy Alliance:  

HB 1795 Rep. Haefner bill establishing a third party eligibility passed out of Senate committee 

with  

a substitute. (This would privatize the determination of eligibility.) 

  

HB 1405 and 2211 The rate review bills were heard this week.  Several consumer groups 

testified  

in favor but the insurance lobby still testified in opposition.  Missouri is the only state in the 

nation 

that does not require health insurance carriers to file their rate with the Department of Insurance.  

  

SB 608 A bill that would increase copays for non-emergency ER visits and penalties for missed 

doctor visits was heard this week.  Several advocacy groups testified in opposition.  The bill 

continues to carry price transparency language from Senators Schaaf and Holsman.   

  

SB 1111 Sen. Brown's bill to regulate Managed Care Organizations (MCOs) was heard in the 

Senate 

this week and received a somewhat chilly reception.  This is a big bill that popped up recently. 

There was testimony in favor of the bill, primarily from hospitals, but time ran out for testimony 

from opponents so the bill is scheduled to be heard again after spring break.  A brief synopsis of 

the  

contents of the bill: 

   Creates a Tax Policy  

   Creates a Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) of 90% for MCOs 

   Penalizes MCOs for over utilization of ER 

   Creates network adequacy standards for MCOs 

   Allows for MoHealthNet to accept bids from Coordinated Care Organizations (CCOs).  

A CCO could be a provider led organization that manages the care of a regional Medicaid 

population for a set fee.  This means that Medicaid Managed Care isn’t restricted to just 

insurance companies but could be "managed" by providers. Several other provisions dealing with 

hospital financing. More than a hundred and twenty-five people came to the Capitol on 

Thursday, March 17 to Rally for Justice and Close the Coverage Gap by Expanding Medicaid.  

 

Missouri Foundation for Health: 



There are currently 332 health-related bills that have been filed. Many of these bills have been 

moving in the past few weeks, including ones addressing telehealth, food security and nutrition, 

prescription drugs and public assistance reform. Two pieces of proposed legislation that have 

moved in the past week would create changes to MO HealthNet. SB 608 filed by Sen. Sater (R- 

Cassville) would establish price transparency requirements for hospitals, promote clarity in 

health provider contracting and impose certain copayments and missed appointment fees for MO 

HealthNet enrollees. Similarly, SB 1111 filed by Sen. Brown (R-Rolla) would reform the MO 

HealthNet program by mandating certain standards to be included in managed care contracts. It 

would also require the Department to accept regional plan proposals for managed care, including 

those submitted by Coordinated Care Organizations. 

 

SB 608 places partial payment burden on those receiving MO HealthNet (Medicaid - qualified  

low-income recepients). Miss an appointment - you will pay. Copayments will also be imposed 

in a  

variety of health care encounters. Since the Missouri legislature has approved a managed care 

approach across the state, plans in rural areas must take a broad approach. SB 1111 offers an 

option. If a network of physicians and hospitals does not exist, the Coordinated Care 

Organization (CCO) may be formed to function as the network. Does access to care in more rural 

areas suffer?   

 

 

TAXES, Nancy Copenhaver, Director and Tax Chair  
 

HB 1605, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) sponsored by Rep. Mike Kelley, was placed on 

the House calendar.  This means it can be brought before the legislature for debate at any 

time.  Missouri Budget Project also expects that SB 1018, sponsored by Sen. Eric Schmidt, the 

Senate version of the EITC proposal, is expected to come up for a vote in the Senate Ways and 

Means Committee. 

 

The creation of a state EITC in Missouri would provide a pathway to the middle class for 

hundreds of thousands of working Missourians.  MBP’s study shows that 1.3 million 

Missourians would benefit, including 40,000 veterans and military families, 337,000 working 

moms, 180,000 working dads, and 155,000 families in rural areas.  These numbers are based on 

the numbers of Missourians that claim the federal EITC.  Additionally, EITCs are know to boost 

local economies, increase work and earnings when kids reach adulthood, provide better 

educational outcomes, improve infant and maternal health, and reward work and help families 

strive for the middle class. 

 

Few tax bills are scheduled to be heard this coming week.  HB 1865 (Dunn) will be heard April 

12 in the House Economic Development Committee.  It authorizes a tax credit for the 

establishment of full-service grocery stores in food deserts. 

 

LWV continues to watch SB 795 (Wallingford) which is the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax 

Agreement bill.  A Senate Committee Substitute passed out of the Senate Committee on March 



31 so it could be taken up by the Senate at any time and placed on the House calendar.  This 

means it can be brought before the legislature for debate at any time.   

 

 

Transportation - Gwen Moore, Director and Transportation 

Chair  
 

SB 623 would raise gas taxes one-third higher (33%) than the national average for roads and 

bridges. This bill has been voted out of the Senate and sent to the House for action. It would raise 

the tax on motor fuel from 17 cents to 22.9 cents per gallon. Currently, the national average is 

20.88 cents per gallon (API) or 2 cents per gallon less. Yet, we must also consider that most 

states support public transit with the gas tax. Nationally 18% of the gas taxes are used for public 

transit (FHWA Table SDF). But, per the Missouri Constitution Art IV, § 30(a) gas taxes may 

only fund roads and bridges – not public transit.  Thus, the Missouri gas tax for roads and bridges 

would actually be substantially higher than the national average. 

 

The tax will not be used where paid. 

 

St Louis Region Pays Half the Gas Taxes in the State    But Receives Less than a Quarter 

       

http://www.modot.org/business/lpa/BridgeEligibilityListing.htm    

http://dor.mo.gov/publicreports/#motorfuel 

 

The tax will not be used where needed - neither locally owned bridges nor for MoDOT owned 

bridges. 

 

Result: Most Traffic on Critical Bridges is in the St. Louis Area 

Critical Locally Owned Bridges    Critical MoDOT Owned Bridges 

       

Data sources: County, City, Town Owned Bridges 

http://www.modot.org/business/lpa/BridgeEligibilityListing.htm 

MoDOT Owned Bridges: http://www.modot.org/Bridges/ 

 

 

The Greater St Louis Transit Alliance, led by Citizens for Mass Transit (CMT) has identified 

safety as an issue.  While the area has not experienced much serious crime in transit services, 

there is concern about the safety and quality of the transit experience.  The County Executive has 

asked that the number of police officers on MetroLink be doubled from 22 to 44. But Chief 

Belmar said he wouldn’t pull officers from neighborhood patrols, but as they are hired. 

 

SB 782 allows the concealed carry of firearms on public transportation systems and the 

transporting of non-functioning or unloaded firearms on public buses.   



 

 

Helpful information: 

 

To find your state officials go to www.moga,mo.gov. Click on member look-up then follow to 

either put in your mailing address or your 9 digit zip code. 
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