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This is the last week of the General Assembly. Watch for an overall review of legislation in late 

May and an update on the Veto Session in September.  

 

 

Electoral Process - Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel, Directors and Public 

Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) Chairs  

 

Missouri Legislature Passes Voter Photo ID 

The Missouri General Assembly passed a bill Wednesday that would require voters to show state 

issued photo identification at the polls.  The proposal requires Governor Jay Nixon’s signature, 

but if he vetoes it, GOP legislators have enough votes to override it.  

 

The law would only go into effect if voters approve a constitutional amendment, which sponsors 

believe would keep the Missouri Supreme Court from ruling against it.  The constitutional 

amendment requires another vote in the Senate and House before being put on the ballot.  It does 

not need Governor Nixon’s approval. Under the bill, people who did not have the required photo 

identification could cast a ballot if they sign an affidavit saying that they do not have the required 

identification and can show some other form.  The bill also calls for the state to pay for the cost 

of  

IDs for voters who do not have them and cannot afford them. 

Opponents of the voter photo ID legislation argue that any eroding of voting rights are dangerous 

and that there is no guarantee that the legislation could become more restrictive at any time by 

amendment of the proposed legislation.  They also say that signing documents can be seriously 

intimidating to those voters who have been raised and socialized to fear signing legal 

documents.  Less educated voters will be particularly wary of complex legal forms that if filled 

out improperly could result in a felony charge for perjury.  Some voters may not vote at all if 

they have to deal with such complex rules and requirements. 

Currently, 17 other states requirement a govern-issued photo ID, even though voter fraud at the 

ballot box has been almost non-existent. The Brennan Center estimates that as many as 11 



percent of voting-age Americans lack a government-issued photo ID.  That could make a 

difference in the November general election. 

 

 

 

Health Care, Dianne Modrell, Chair  
 

There are currently 332 health-related bills that have been filed. Despite this large number, only 

a small portion have been sent to the Governor's desk. In the past two weeks, the legislature has 

passed Telehealth and Farm-to-Table. SB 579, filed by Sen. Schaaf (R-St. Joseph) updates health 

care infection reporting requirements and includes provisions to expand and reform telehealth. 

Rep. Hummel (D-St. Louis) offered an amendment to SB 665 that mirrors the Farm-to-Table 

language from HB 2121. SB 665, in its original form, changes provisions governing the 

AgriMissouri Advisory Commission. 

  

Additionally, SB 865 relating to medication synchronization and various other services has been 

sent to a conference committee for further review. Once the bill passes out of the conference 

committee, it will be sent back to both Chambers for approval. This bill also includes the 

Missouri Health Insurance Rate Transparency Act, which would require health insurers to file 

rates for benefit plans with the Director of Insurance. The Director would have the ability to 

determine whether such rates are reasonable or excessive but will not have the authority to deny 

the rates. If the health insurer decides to implement a rate that was considered unreasonable, the 

Director must publicize that fact to consumers. 

  

SB 607 filed by Rep. Sater (R-Cassville) would require the Department of Social Services to 

contract with private entities to verify eligibility for the recipients of public assistance. Public 

assistance includes the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Child Care Assistance Program and Missouri's Medicaid 

program, MO HealthNet. This bill has been sent to a conference committee to reconcile the 

differences between the House and Senate versions. Also close to passage is SB 608, which 

would create MO HealthNet copayments, missed appointment fees and cost transparency 

mechanisms for consumers. This bill is currently in a conference committee. 

 

The following is an updated LEGISLATIVE REPORT –SPRING 

CONFERNCE,  APRIL 30, 2016 

 

What has passed. 

 

The 2017 $28 billion budget has been passed and sent to the Governor. 

 

SB 586 passed changing the foundation formula so that it will only be 140 million short of full 

funding; however only an increase of $71 million was appropriated in the coming 2017 



budget.The bill would revise the definitions used in calculating state aid for schools. The bill 

reinstates the 5% cap on annual growth, the per pupil base amount known as the State Adequacy 

Target. This will reduce the apparent funding gap from the current appropriation and may help 

the legislature reach full funding of the formula within one or two years. Full funding of the 

formula would trigger additional funding eligibility for early childhood education programs in all 

school districts in the state. This bill was vetoed by the Governor. The House and Senate voted to 

override the veto. 

 

Ethics bills that have passed. 

 

HB 1979 imposes a six-month rule for lobbying by former members of the general assembly, by 

former statewide elected officials, and by former holders of an office that required senate 

confirmation. 

 

HB 1983 specifies that no statewide elected official or member of the General Assembly shall 

serve as a paid political consultant.Legislation up for consideration. 

 

The Streamlined Bill, SB 795, is now on the Senate Calendar and could come up for debate any 

time! The placement on the Senate Calendar is a good indication of growing support in the 

Senate for the measure. Your help is needed to let Senators know this has the support of 

Missourians and should be a priority for this last week of the legislative session. Passage of the 

Streamlined Bill in Missouri is the first step to helping Missouri capture an estimated $358 

million in state and local sales tax revenue each year that is due but uncollected. 

 

HB 1605, The Earned Income Tax Credit, was approved in the House  by a vote of 115-35 and 

is  now in the Senate.  Your help is needed NOW in this final week to contact your Senator that 

Missourians, business and civic groups support a state EITC. Hundreds of thousands of working 

Missourians would see a little extra boost from a state Earned Income Tax Credit – helping them 

make ends meet, and boosting the local economy. Ask state lawmakers to create a Missouri 

Earned Income Tax Credit. 

 

By a vote of 119-30, the Missouri House of Representatives advanced SB 865 & 866, which 

contain language creating health insurance rate review in Missouri. It now goes to Conference 

Committee to reconcile the differences between the two bills. Missouri Health Care for All urges 

continued support to get this important legislation passed. 

 

The Senate approved SCS/HCS HBs 1646, 2132 & 1621 (Swan) on April 27.  The bill adds 

additional state requirements for the required testing on institutions of government. The bill 

allows districts to continue to require a locally-determined test regarding the Missouri 

Constitution and U.S. Constitution and institutions of government and adds a requirement to also 

use questions similar to those in the citizenship exam used by the U.S. government.  

 

 

The House gave final approval (Third Reading vote) to HCS/HBs 1589 and 2307 (Koenig) on 



April 27 by a vote of 87-53.  The portion from HB 1589 creates a tax credit voucher for 

donations to a fund established for the provision of private school scholarships limited to foster 

care children.  The portion from HB 2307 would establish education scholarship accounts.  The 

accounts would be funded by tax credits for donations to third-party organizations that would 

administer the education savings accounts used to fund home school or private school tuition for 

students with a disability.  The League opposes tax credit vouchers and other avenues to divert 

public funds to private schools not subject to the accountability applied to public schools.   

 

SB 623 which raises the tax on motor fuel from 17 cents to 22.9 per gallon has passed the 

Senate. The House Transportation Committee conducted a hearing on April 26th. It has the 

support of gas station owners, convenient store operators, the Missouri Chamber of Commerce 

and the Missouri Trucking Association. If passed by the House it would be on the ballot for voter 

approval. 

 

Failed to pass 

 

SJR 39, the very controversial discrimination resolution, failed in the House Emerging Issues 

Committee with a vote of 6 to 6. If passed it would have been on the ballot as a constitutional 

amendment allowing businesses to deny service to same-sex weddings. Many businesses and 

organizations opposed this resolution. 

 

 

Helpful information: 

 

To find your state officials go to www.moga,mo.gov. Click on member look-up then follow to 

either put in your mailing address or your  

 

9 digit zip code. 
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