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 Alice Kitchen, a member of the Kansas City/
Jackson/Clay/Platte Counties League was honored as a 
Champion of Change by the White House Office of 
 Engagement in March.  Accord-
ing to the website, “Alice Kitchen 
is the Volunteer Co-Chair of the 
Affordable Care Public Education 
Committee for the Metropolitan 
Kansas City MO/KS area. Kitchen 
coordinated (with Sarah Starnes) 
over 35 presentations on the Af-
fordable Care Act reaching from 
10 to 90 individuals in each setting. These ACA education 
sessions were targeted to seniors, women's groups, 
churches, trade groups and small businesses, as well as 
health professionals. She has connected local health care 
advocacy groups to public library system, television, radio, 
and news organizations resulting in coverage to readers 
and viewers in the metro market. Kitchen is active in the 
passage of federal level COBRA, HIPPA, and, at the state 
level, Missouri SB 190, HB 595, HB 623 and Kansas SB on 
health insurance coverage for midlife women.”  
  In addition to celebrating Alice’s vision and leader-
ship, the event honoring Alice and the other Champions of 
Change will be highlighting the benefits of the Affordable 
Care Act during the week of the 2nd Anniversary of the law.   
 For pictures, biographies, video and more infor-
mation generally, go to www.whitehouse.gov/champions. 
  
(Information from Peg Prendergast, President of LWV-KC/

J/C/P Counties)    

LWVUS in June 

 By now, local Leagues have identified those going to 
the biennial convention in Washington, D.C., and delegates 
have made both hotel and travel arrangements. Other than 
dawn to midnight meetings, conversations and work, what’s on 
the agenda for the delegates?  (Hopefully, delegates are on 
the convention list serve but most of the rest of us are not.)   
 The LWVUS board has not recommended any study 
for the next two years as no single proposal got sufficient 
endorsements from local Leagues.  Of course, delegates can 
propose new studies from the floor. 
 A major topic of conversation will be the budget and 
proposed increase in per member dues.  The LWVUS board is 
proposing  an annual increase based on the Consumer Price 
Index.  The Connecticut  League has done a study and sent it  
to all local presidents (from whom you can get a copy).  For 
the LWVUS board response, go to www.lwv.org, click on 
“Members,”  “Council and Convention,” and finally “budget.” 
 More information about the convention from local 
delegates will appear in the next issue of the Missouri Voter.    

LWVMO Council information will appear in the 
July-August edition of the Missouri Voter. 

New Campaign Finance Task 
Force 

The LWV Campaign Finance Task Force is now up and  
running. Its members are: Chris Carson (CA), Pat Donath (MI 
and LWVUS Board), Allison Feher (WA), Susan Lederman (NJ 
and former LWVUS President), Ann Luther (ME), Theresa 
Schneder (MT), Jill Ward (ME), and Co-Chairs Norman Turrill 
(OR and LWVUS Board) and Judy Duffy (MN and LWVUS 
Board). The Task Force has been formed to serve as a  
resource to the Board and provide information and input on 
campaign finance issues, including short- and long-term 
 strategies for reform. In the short term, the Task Force will be 
researching and providing information to members on the  
proposed constitutional amendment proposals which have 
been introduced in the U.S. Congress in reaction to the  
Supreme Court's decision on Citizens United v. Federal  
Election Commission.  
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Federal Role in Public Education Position 

 The LWVUS Board approved a new education position at the March 2012 (March 25, 2012) Board meeting.   The 
position is based on responses received from the 377 Leagues across the country who participated in the 
Education Study.  
  The League of Women Voters believes that the federal government shares with other levels of 
 government the responsibility to provide an equitable, quality public education for all children pre-K through 
grade 12. A quality public education is essential for a strong, viable, and sustainable democratic society and is 

a civil right. 
   The League believes that the role of the federal government should include the following: 

• Provide leadership and vision to promote a quality education for all children; 

• Provide broad common standards developed by educational experts upon which states and local 
       education agencies can build; 

• Provide a suggested curricular structure or framework as a guide to state and local education 
       agencies to develop their own curricula; 

• Provide a national assessment that clearly informs teachers, parents and students about how well 
individual students have mastered criteria established at the national level; 

• Provide a national assessment that informs districts how well their populations compare to other 
       populations similar to theirs; and 

• Provide a combination of competitive grants and non-competitive funding to states and local school 
districts to achieve equity among states and populations. 

 The League of Women Voters believes that an equitable, quality public education is critical for students.  While the 
League recognizes that there are instances where the federal government’s involvement is the only way to achieve universal 
change (desegregation, special needs population, gender equity), we also recognize that primary responsibility for public 
education resides with the states. In accordance with the League of Women Voters’ position on Equal Rights, we continue to 
support equity in public education for all through: 

• Broad guidelines for accountability, leaving implementation to the state and local education agencies; 

• Adequate funding sources that support the broad goals of national standards; and 

• Mechanisms for local and state funding with adequate federal support for mandates that require less 
burdensome, compliance-based reporting and regulations. 

  The League of Women Voters believes a basic role of the federal government in funding education should be to 
achieve equity among states and populations on the basis of identified needs. This should be done with full understanding 
that equity does not mean equal, given that some populations are more expensive to educate than others and some 
 localities have specific needs. 
 The League believes that the federal government should be primarily responsible for funding any programs 
mandated by the federal government on local education agencies. Although the League recognizes equity in education 
depends on meeting basic human needs of children and of their families, the costs associated with providing equitable  
access to safe neighborhoods and secure housing do not belong in the education budget. Major programs of federal funding 
for public education (i.e., Elementary and Secondary Education Act) should be targeted toward children living in poverty and/
or children with special needs. The federal government has the responsibility to monitor and support access to the following: 

• High quality teaching and learning, supported by quality current learning materials and well maintained 
educational facilities; and 

• Access to health care needs (i.e., hearing, vision, dental, immunization, school-based health clinics at 
the secondary level, etc.) and nutritionally adequate food (i.e., school-based meals under “free and 
reduced meal programs”).  

 
(continued on the next page) 
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Education Position (continued) 

 The League of Women Voters believes that the first five years of a child’s life are crucial in building the foundation 
for educational attainment and greatly impact success or failure in later life. Additionally, the League believes quality, 
developmentally appropriate and voluntary early learning experiences should be available to all children, with federally 
funded opportunities going first to children of poverty and/or with special needs.  The League believes that the federal  
government should support the following:  

• Early childhood education programs that include funding for parent education and involve child development, 
health, nutrition and access to other supportive services such as mental health care for all children and their 
families; 

• Research that documents quality early childhood education programs; and 

• Research that demonstrates the importance of linking state and local community partnerships with effective 
early childhood education programs and services. 

 
 Thanks to the many local and state Leagues and ILOs who held meetings, involved their communities and worked 
to reach consensus on this critical issue of importance to all Americans.   Committee Chairs Peg Hill (TX) and Joanne Leavitt 
(CA) and their committee:  Pat Aaron ( IL), Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins (CO),  Patricia Libutti (NJ),  Sanford Ostroy 
(MA),  Jean Pierce (IL) and Janelle Rivers (SC) are to be commended for their excellent work and leadership.   

New Voter Editor 

 Bob Stephens (with help from his wife, Cindy) has served as interim editor of the Missouri Voter since the 
state convention last summer.  As of this issue, I have assumed responsibility for this newsletter.  My plans are to 
have each issue distributed about the first of each month of publication (thus the shortened issue this month). 
 Future Voters will carry not only news of the LWVMO activities, but also of our local Leagues and 
LWVUS as well as background information on priority issues of the League. 
 An important consideration is what you would like to know, however.  Drop me a note as to what you would like to 
have included in future issues.  If there is an issue close to your heart, send in an article about it—whether 100 or 500 words 
(I’ll make it work).   You can reach me at lindaskaiser@gmail.com  or 573-474-1407.  I will acknowledge all emails, so if you 
don’t hear from me, check the email address!  I look forward to hearing from you.  

Spending by Super PACs 

 During the current election season, through April 13, 2012, Super PACs have spent almost $90 
million at all levels. They have raised almost $160 million.  Super PACs are required to file every partisan 
expenditure within one or two days and must label the expenditure as supporting or opposing a single 
 candidate.  Of the nearly $73.7 million reported spent in the Presidential race, 43% supported a candidate 
while 57% opposed a candidate.  In Senate races, over $2 million has been spent with 33% spent 
 supporting a candidate and 67% in opposing a candidate.  In House races, $4.7 million has been spent with 

16% spent supporting a candidate and 84% in opposing a candidate.  (In Missouri, Super PACS have already spent a little 
more than $97,000, with 34% in support and 66% opposing Senator Claire McCaskill. No House races were among those to 
have drawn significant attention from Super PACs.)  
 
For up-to-date information by state on spending by Super PACs, go to ProPublica’s website and click on “Tools and Data.”  
 (http://projects.propublica.org/pactrack/#state=LA) or www.opensecrets.org 



PERIODICALS 

POSTAGE PAID 

at St. Louis, Mo 

MISSOURI VOTER 
League of Women Voters of Missouri 
8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104 
St. Louis MO 63144-2733 
 

593-960 USPS 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Missouri VOTER is published  
bi-monthly at the League of Women Voters 
of Missouri (St. Louis) 
 
Subscriptions are $2 per year. 
Linda Kaiser, Editor 
 
Periodicals postage paid at St. Louis, MO  
USPS 593-960 
 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 
Missouri Voter, LWVMO 
8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104, 
St. Louis, MO 63144  
 All other correspondence to Lois Detrick at 
the same address. 
 
Voice: 314-961-6869 FAX: 314-961-8393 

 Long-time League member 
Carolyn Leuthold died on April 6th.  
Carolyn not only served in various 
ways with the Columbia-Boone County 
League (including as President), she 
was also active with LWVMO.  As 

 Director of Government and Elections, she directed 
the study on the caucus and primary systems of 
nominating presidential candidates.  As a lobbyist for 
LWVMO on issues of voter access, campaign finance 
reform, government ethics, human rights and election 
law, she was instrumental in the passage of legislation 
establishing Missouri’s Ethics Commission in 1990-91.   

The Missouri Constitution Says…. 

Article VIII, Section 2. Qualifications of voters—disqualifications.—All citizens of the United States, including 
occupants of soldiers’ and sailors’ homes, over the age of eighteen who are residents of this state and of the political 
subdivision in which they offer to vote are entitled to vote at all elections by the people, if the election is one for which 
registration is required if they are registered within the time prescribed by law, or if the election is one for which registration 
is not required, if they have been residents of the political subdivision in which they offer to vote for thirty days next 
preceding the election for which they offer to vote:  (see the full article for the provisions on disqualification of voters) 

________________________________________ 


