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LWVMO Wins $6,000 Grant from Election Reformers Network
The League just won another $6,000 to spend advocating for redistricting reform through a
grant from the Election Reformers Network, an organization that works globally to improve the
rules of democracy. Jean Dugan is coordinating the use of this new money and the $8,000
LWVUS Education Fund grant to educate voters about Amendment 1 to clean up Missouri
politics. The advocacy campaign includes paid radio and digital advertising, issue forums and
phone banks.
Many League leaders have been working with Clean Missouri to support Amendment 1,
including Cheryl Barnes, Rosemary Durkin and Evelyn Maddox in Kansas City;
Nancy Copenhaver in Moberly; Marilyn McLeod and Carol Schreiber in Columbia; Ann
Elwell, Joan Gentry, Lorraine Sandstrom and Angie Snyder in SWMO; Jill Young and
Shannon McNew in SEMO, and Louise Wilkerson, Nancy Miller and Angie Dunlap in Metro
St. Louis.

LWVMO Fall Conference
Saturday, Nov. 10, 2018
State Fair Community College
Heckart Health and Science Building
Sedalia

GUEST SPEAKERS
Sarah Smith, President and General Manager of KMBC and KCWE,
two of Kansas City’s television networks
Linda Niendick, Lafayette County Clerk
There will be a full agenda, including Missouri plans to celebrate the centennial
of women’s suffrage and the LWV; an update on the court cases; our high school
poster contest encouraging students to register to vote; each League sharing a bit
about what makes them special; and more!

8:30 to 9:30 am Registration/Get acquainted
Registration fee is $25. Individuals can register online at lwvmissouri.org. Local Leagues can
send a list of their attendees with the registration form (see insert). The deadline for registration
is Nov. 1.
Hotel reservations available at the Comfort Inn, 3600 West Broadway, Sedalia. (660) 8295050. Rooms are $87.99 plus tax. Mention LWV for discount.
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Dear LWV Members,
Please consider this your personal invitation to join
the LWVMO board and the Sedalia members for our
annual fall conference on Saturday, November 10, at
State Fair Community College. Registration is only
$25, which includes a great lunch.
I am pleased to announce that our keynote speaker for
the afternoon will be Sarah Smith, the president and
general manager of KMBC and KCWE, two of Kansas
City’s television networks. She’ll tell us about her path Kathleen and Administrative Manager
Jean Dugan with our Suffragette at the
to this job and what she has experienced in this maleLWVUS convention.
dominated career. She also plans to take our questions
as part of her allotted time. I told her we were not shy about asking what we wanted to know
about.
Also as part of our day, we will be talking about the big plans for the 100th anniversary of the
Missouri League in 2019 and the centennial of the 19th Amendment in 2020. We will have a
wonderful photo op set up with our “Suffragette,” and lots of merchandise for sale. It will be a
great time to learn about our history and plan for our future, and we want you to be
part of it. Bring a carload.
— Kathleen Boswell, president

Leaguers have participated in news conferences across the state to share the League’s
reasons to support Amendment 1.
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Amendment 1 (Clean Missouri) will be on the November ballot!
Local LWV members nearly filled the courtroom in Kansas City at the September 20
appeals hearing for Amendment 1/Clean Missouri — in a courtroom where every seat was
taken. The good news is that the Western District Court of Appeals ruled that Clean Missouri’s
initiative should be on the November ballot. The Missouri Supreme Court deferred to the
District Court.
In response, LWVMO President Kathleen Boswell said: “The legislators and lobbyists who
oppose Amendment 1 claim its
five reforms will confuse
voters. Voters should not be
confused: Amendment 1 is all
about cleaning up the Missouri
General Assembly. It decreases
the influence of lobbyists and
big money in the legislature,
requires state government to be
more transparent, and ends
gerrymandering to make House
and Senate district maps more
fair and competitive.”

The Missouri Times photo of courtroom observers.

On Sept. 21, the Metro St. Louis League held a lunch ’n’ learn seminar on redistricting and
gerrymandering. Webster University’s Dr. Amanda Rosen explained that redistricting has to
take place because of changes in the population, but “the process is often taken advantage of
because incumbent politicians want to protect their seats."
Rosen said Amendment 1 would make Missouri’s legislative districts more competitive.
“Your vote matters more in competitive districts,” she said. “Candidates would have to pay
more attention to their constituents than to lobbyists.” Rosen explained that Amendment 1
might not have much impact on seat composition in Missouri, since compact and contiguous
maps would still have Democrats
concentrated in the urban areas.
UMKC Political Science
Professor Greg Vonnahme will
give a presentation on Amendment 1 at 6:30 on Oct. 10 at the
North Independence Branch of
the Midcontinent Library, 317 W.
24 Highway, in Independence.
For more information, contact
LWVKC Co-President Evelyn
Maddox.at 913-634-3976 or
Catherine Stenger, Joan Hubbard, Jean Dugan and Louise
emaddox641111@gmail.com.
Wilkerson at the Cole County courthouse for the Aug. 31 hearing.
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COURT SIDES WITH LEAGUE
PROTECTS VOTERS IN 2018 MIDTERMS
On Sept. 21, the U.S. Western District Court issued an order requiring Missouri to take
immediate steps to prevent Missourians from being denied the right to vote in this November’s
elections because of the state’s failure to comply with the National Voter Registration Act
(NVRA). The case was brought by LWVMO and the A. Philip Randolph Institute, represented
by lawyers from DEMOS (a public policy organization), the American Civil Liberties Union,
the Advancement Project, and Covington & Burling LLP.
Judge Brian Wimes said the state’s procedures by which license holders change their mailing
address over the phone or online violate the NVRA. He ruled that the state must send every
voter who has used these forms since Aug. 1, 2017, a mailing that includes a voter registration
form and information about their appropriate polling location. These mailings must continue to
be sent to every voter who uses mail and online change-of-address forms until court-ordered
changes to those forms are completed. Missouri law requires a voter’s registration information
to reflect a current address. If it does not, and the voter has moved from one election jurisdiction to another, that ballot is not counted.
LWVMO President Kathleen Boswell said “Year after year, Missouri voters are denied the
right to vote because the voter registration rolls do not reflect their current addresses. Our own
members have been denied voter registration services when trying to change their addresses
online. Today’s ruling will ensure that state agencies know they need to do more to uphold
their federal voter registration obligations.”
Denise Lieberman, Missouri Voter Protection Coalition coordinator, said,
“Today’s ruling will help ensure that voters who have moved are notified and
have an opportunity to update their registrations to enable them to cast ballots
and have it counted in November.”
— Kathleen Farrell and Linda McDaniel
Denise Lieberman

Recent Contributions Received
•

LWV MO received 2 non-member contributions totaling $300.

•

LWV MO received a memoriam donation for $20.

•

LWV MO ED Fund received $15 donation earmarked for LWV Southeast MO ED Fund

•

LWVMO ED Fund received $50 donation earmarked for LWV Columbia-Boone County
ED Fund

Contributions from members and friends are always welcome. You can send a
donation to: LWVMO, 8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104, St. Louis, MO 63144.
It will be much appreciated!
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Local League Reports
LWV of Southwest Missouri
At a Naturalization Ceremony at
Missouri State University, in September,
there were 84 new citizens sworn in
and 13 League members helped to register
49 of them. It is an honor to have the League participate in this event!
Competing with Springfield Leagues across U.S. to turn out voters for Nov. 6 election
With the November midterm election around the corner, the League of Women Voters has joined
in a friendly competition among Springfield Leagues in Illinois, Massachusetts, Missouri, and Oregon to educate citizen voters about why voting matters.
The four Springfield Leagues are launching a “Springfield Votes!” campaign during October to
educate voters about candidates and issues on the Nov. 6 ballot, and the importance of their votes.
The goal is to increase voter turnout in each of the four cities. The Springfield League that increases
voter turnout by the greatest percentage from the 2014 midterm election will gain the title
“Springfield Votes!” champion.
The Illinois League has already placed a wager: “The Land of Lincoln promises a delivery of
chocolate in the shape of Lincoln’s head to the winning League,” adding that likely won’t be necessary as they plan to take the champion title. Each of the four Leagues plans to send the winner similar gifts, symbolic of their particular Springfield region.

Voter’s Guide ready to launch
The League of Women Voters of Southwest Missouri’s popular Voters Guide will be distributed
Oct. 15 by a team of League members fanning out across Greene, Christian and Webster counties,
depositing the booklet at libraries, coffee shops, senior centers and other high traffic spots, including
advertiser locations.
The 2018 edition of the Voter’s Guide is printed cooperatively with the Springfield News-Leader.
Besides the copies at traditional locations, the guide will be inserted into all the News-Leader’s
subscription and newsstand copies on Sunday, Oct. 28.
—Lorraine Sandstrom

LWV of Metro St. Louis
Cathy Satkowski (left) and other volunteers have registered more than 1,000
high school and college students since November 2017. Catherine Stenger
coordinated more than 90 voter registration events this fall, including several
naturalization ceremonies and 61 area libraries on Sept. 29. Library Registration
day was a success with more than 135 registrations.
Nancy Price is coordinating more than 30 Speakers Bureau events on fall ballot issues and other
topics. The Co-Presidents and Barbara Harris are holding several issue forums and multiple candidate forums. Anne Sappington and Kathleen Farrell are finalizing the Voters Guide which will be
published in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch Oct. 26 and available online at VOTE411.org.
(continued on page 6)
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Local League Reports (continued)

Several women at the Fair Maps 5K in
Clayton wore cut-outs of current legislative district maps drawn by the courts to
show that they aren’t compact.

Our annual Theatre Party will be on Sunday, Oct.
21. We’ll see Silent Sky by Lauren Gunderson at
the Kranzburg Arts Center in Grand Center. It’s
the story of American astronomer Henrietta
Leavitt. She was the epitome of the strength and
talent that has characterized the work of women
throughout history and continues today in the
work of the League of Women Voters.
The reception begins at 1 p.m and Insight
Theatre’s production will start at 2 p.m. For more
information, go to www.lwvstl.org.
Last but not least, we are thrilled with our 20
percent increase in membership in 2018. We’re
nearing 500!
—Louise Wilkerson

LWV of Kansas City, JCP Counties
National Voter Registration Day in Kansas City
The LWV of Kansas City, Jackson, Clay and Platte Counties went all out for National Voter
Registration Day on Sept. 25. We waited at bus stops while persuading and motivating people
on why they should use their power and vote. In high schools, we instructed on civic duty and
discussed issues they cared about. We talked to people about food insecurity and the need to
vote as they picked up food in food panties. We met patrons in libraries as they checked out
books. We wondered about the influence they would have in this and future elections. Twentytwo registrars staffed 14 separate sites and registered 75 voters. This was a good result but a
small percentage of our work over the past few months.
Since we have been working all spring and summer, we celebrated the work of the registrars
that night with fruit, veggies, baby quiches, sandwiches, cake as well as libations. A thoughtful
and fun time was had by all. Can a small group of people really impact the world? Darn right,
we can.
— Rosemary Durkin
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Officers
President: Kathleen Boswell (Sedalia)
Vice President: Marilyn McLeod
(Columbia)
Secretary: Louise Wilkerson (St. Louis)
Treasurer: Vacant
Directors
Marge Bramer (Springfield)
Nancy Copenhaver (Moberly)
Debby Howard (St. Louis)
Evelyn Maddox (KC)
Carol Schreiber (Columbia)
Sharon Swon (Mexico)
Nominating Committee
Peggy Placier, Chair (Columbia)
Pauline Testerman (KC )
Elaine Blodgett (Columbia)
Administrative Manager: Jean Dugan
Historian and Voter Protection Coalition
Liaison: Linda McDaniel
LWVUS Board Liaison: Karen Nicholson
LWVUS MLD Coach: Donna Lauffer

July/August 2018

CALENDAR
2018
November 9—LWVMO Board Meeting
November 10—LWVMO Fall Conference
Sedalia
2019
January 11: LWVMO Board Meeting –
Columbia
March 15: LWVMO Board Meeting –
Springfield
March 29: Centennial of Missouri law on
women’s suffrage
May 4-5: Board Meeting and LWVMO State
Convention, St. Louis
June 5: Centennial of Congress passing the
19th Amendment
July 3: Centennial of Missouri ratification
of the 19th Amendment
Oct. 16-18: Centennial of Missouri League
of Women Voters
Nov. 13: Centennial of St. Louis League
Dec. 12: Centennial of Columbia League

2019 LWV Calendars are now available!
1-9 Calendars—$7.00 each plus S&H

10-99 Calendars—$6.00 each plus S&H
You can order from LWVMO:
League of Women Voters Missouri
8706 Manchester Rd. Suite 104,
St. Louis, MO 63144
Questions? Call 314-961-6869 or email league@lwvmissouri.org. Please include your name,
address, telephone number and email.
Go to this link to order directly from the web site: https://lwvmissouri.org/shop-2/calendars/
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Register Today!
LWVMO Fall Conference
Nov. 10, 2018
State Fair Community College in Sedalia
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2018 LWVMO FALL CONFERENCE
Saturday, Nov. 10, 2018

REGISTRATION FORM – DEADLINE IS NOV. 1, 2018
Registration fee is $25 per person and includes lunch.
Local Leagues may send a list of their attendees with a check for all attendees listed, or individuals may register.
Send checks to LWVMO, 8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104, St. Louis, MO 63144 or pay by
credit card or PayPal on lwvmissouri.org.
Name of Local League Registering Attendees:
___________________________________________________________________________

Names of Attendees Registered by Local League:___________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Add additional sheet, as needed.
Name of Individual(s) Registering:_______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Individual registrations can be done on the League web site (lwvmissouri.org)
with PayPal or a credit card. Mail a check made payable to LWVMO to the office.
LWVMO
8706 Manchester Road, Suite 104
St. Louis, MO 63144
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St. Louis co-president Nancy Miller was asked to speak at Washington University Law School. She
defended Amendment 1’s redistricting provisions against a lawyer who’s argued gerrymandering
cases before the Supreme Court.
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